
The Constitution is the nation’s 

most important document.



The Constitution is the basic law of 

the United States.



The Constitution begins with an 

introduction, or Preamble.



The Preamble identifies ideas that 

the government stands for and 

states the purpose of the 

Constitution



The Preamble lists six goals for the 

United States’ Government:



1. “Form a More Perfect Union”



(We needed something better than 

the Articles of Confederation…)



2. “Establish Justice”



3. “Insure Domestic Tranquility”



4. “Provide for the Common 

Defense”



5. “Promote the General Welfare”



6. “Secure the Blessings of Liberty 

to Ourselves and our Posterity”



After the Preamble, the 

Constitution is broken into seven 

parts or Articles (Page 297)



The Founders saw the Constitution 

as a contract between the people 

and their government.



The Constitution is divided into seven parts (articles) that 

set forth the terms of that contract.



The first three articles describe the 

powers and responsibilities of the 

three branches of government.



Article I (pp. 297-302) states that a 

Congress was made up of two 

houses.



The Legislative Branch makes 

laws.



Article II (pp. 302-304) Deals with 

the Executive Branch



The Executive Branch carries out 

and enforces laws



Article III (p. 304) Talks about the 

Judicial Branch, the courts.



Nine Justices sit on the United 

States Supreme Court



The Judicial Branch decides if laws 

are Constitutional



Articles IV-VII (pp. 306-307) explain 

the relationship between the states 

and the national government



Some thought that the Constitution 

should be changed or amended as 

needed.



The first 10 Amendments (pp. 308-

309) are known as the “Bill of 

Rights.”



The First Amendment protects five 

basic freedoms:



First Amendment: Freedom of 

Religion...



First Amendment: Freedom of 

Speech...



First Amendment: Freedom of the 

Press...



First Amendment: Freedom of 

Assembly...



First Amendment: Right to Petition 

the Government...



Second Amendment: Right to serve 

in a State Militia...



Second Amendment: Right to Bear 

Arms.



Third Amendment: No Quartering of 

Soldiers except in time of War...



Fourth Amendment: No Searches 

and Seizures without a Warrant.



Fifth Amendment: Rights of 

Accused Persons, such as:



Fifth Amendment: No accused person can 

be held without an indictment...



Fifth Amendment: Nobody can be tried twice for 

the same crime (double jeopardy)...



Fifth Amendment: Members of the armed 

services are subject to military law...



Fifth Amendment: Nobody is forced to 

testify against themselves.



Sixth Amendment: Right to a Speedy and 

Fair Trial...



Sixth Amendment: Cannot hold accused person 

for a long time without having a trial in order to 

punish them... 



Sixth Amendment: Fair Trial means the Trial is 

Open to the Public...



Sixth Amendment: Fair Trial Means that a Jury 

will hear evidence from both sides...



Sixth Amendment: If you cannot afford a lawyer, 

one will be appointed for you.



Seventh Amendment: When one person sues 

another for more than $20, a jury trial is provided.



Eighth Amendment: Bail and Punishment



Eighth Amendment: Bail for a crime will not be 

unreasonably severe



Eighth Amendment: Punishment for a crime will 

not be unreasonably severe



Ninth Amendment: People’s rights are not limited 

by those mentioned in the Constitution.



Tenth Amendment: States and the People shall 

have all powers not specifically granted to the 

federal/national government.



There are now 27 Amendments to 

the U.S. Constitution (pp. 304-317)



You will create a poster on which of the first 10 

amendments (or part of an amendment) that you 

think is important/interesting.



Your Poster of which of the first 10 Amendments or part of an amendment 

that you think is the most interesting will include the following:

Your Name and Period

Name of the Amendment

No more than 12 other written words

Your Drawing will show an example of that 

amendment (or part of an amendment) being used in 

“real life.”

Graphics must be Acceptable to Myself and the South 

Western School District

Poster must be attractive in terms of design, layout 

and neatness. It will be colorful (you know, like full of 

color).

Graphics must be able to be easily viewed from six 

feet away



If you need help remembering what 

is in an amendment…



… they are posted around the room 

in numerical order.



Your Poster of which of the first 10 Amendments or part of an amendment 

that you think is the most interesting will include the following:

Your Name and Period

Name of the Amendment

No more than 12 other written words

Your Drawing will show an example of that 

amendment (or part of an amendment) being used in 

“real life.”

Graphics must be Acceptable to Myself and the South 

Western School District

Poster must be attractive in terms of design, layout 

and neatness. It will be colorful (you know, like full of 

color).

Graphics must be able to be easily viewed from six 

feet away


