Canals were used to connect large
bodies of water.
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Canals are essentially, big ditches

filled with water.

i B

" i

. T 31
| o R —
_# ‘ Simmi

-
-
.
-_.‘ - i e
e -+
L

- T—

y

v lowbridgeproductions. cam



Canals were constructed so that heavy
amounts of materials and people could
be transported.

-,

Grain-Boat on the BErie Canal




In an age before motors, horses or
mules pulled the boats along the canal.
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They towed the boats along a path
beside the canal called a towpath.




There was not any current in the
canal...




...but one hundred tons Iin a canal boat
pulled in a canal...

- ‘ ... =




...could be pulled faster than one ton in
a wagon over land.




Canals became popular and started to
be built in other areas.

Signilicant Transportatiocn
Canals in the UTnited States
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A drawback was that they could not be
used in winter when the water was
frozen.




People began to look for other methods
of hauling large amounts of goods in all
kinds of weather.




They will turn to the railroads.




Railroad transportation dominated
travel and hauling in the U.S. for over
150 years...




...until interstate highways were built
across the country...
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...and trucks now do most of the
hauling of goods in America.




Back to the Erie Canal, it is 363 miles

from Albany to Buffalo.
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People would travel by boats called
“packets” in which they could either
ride on the top or inside.




If you rode on top, however, you
needed to watch out for the low bridges

that crossed the canal.
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What is a canal?
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