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The ceremaqny, delayéd about five minutes

s wvvvanay avvas

' for Mrs. Kennedy’s arrival, took place in the

*private Presidential cabin in the rear of the

plane.

- About 25 to 30 persons—members of the
late President’s staff, members of Congress|
who had been accompanying the President on a
two-day tour of Texas cities and a few reporters

. —crowded into the little room.

No’ accurate, listing of those present could

+ he obtained. Mrs. Kennedy stood at the left of

Mr. Johnson, her eyes and face showing the

signs of 'weeping that had apparently shaken

her since she left the hospital not long before.
Mrs. Johnson, wearing a beige dress, stood

at her husband’s right.

. - As Judge Hughes read the brief oath of

office, her eyes, too, were red from weeping.

“Mr. Johnson’s hands rested on a black, leather-
i bound Bible as Judge Hughes

read and he
repeated: ] i

“I do solemnly swear that I will perform

he duties of the President of the United States

the best of my ability and defend, protect

preserve the Constitution:of the United

Those 34 words made Lyndon Baines John-

-"son, onestime farmboy and sghoolteacher - of

. Powers, the

Johnson City, the President. |
.Johnson Embraces Mrs. Kennedy

Mr. Johnson made no statement. He em-
braced Mrs. Kennedy and she held his hand for
a long, moment. He also embraced Mrs. John-
son and Mrs. Evelyn Lincoln, Mr. Kennedy’s
private seeretary. i A oS |

“0.K.” Mr. Johnson said. “Lets:get this
plane back to Washington.™" © * * =~ - :

At 2:46 P.M., seven minutes after he had
become President, 106 minutes after Mr. Ken-
nedy had become the fourth American Presi-
dent to succumb to an assassin’s wounds, the
white'and red jet took off for Washington,

In the cabin when Mr. Johnson took the oath
was Cecil Stoughton, an ‘armed forces photog-
rapher assigned to the White House. : ‘

Mr. ‘Kennedy’s staff membpers appeared
stunned and bewildered. Lawrence F. O’Brien,
the Congressional liaison officer, and P. Ken-
neth 0’Donnell, the appointment secretary, both
long- associates of Mr. Kennedy, showed gvi-
dences of weeping. None had anything to s

Other staff members helieved to be in'the
cabin for the swearing-in included  David (F.,
hite House receptionist; Miss
Pamela Turnure, Mrs. Kennedy’s press sect
retary, and Maleolm Kilduff, the assistant
White House goress secretary. !

! Mr. Kilduff announced
¥eath, with choked
at about 1:3¢°P.M., :
“President John F. Kennedy died at ap-
proximately 1 o'clock Central standard time
today here in Dallas,” Mr. Kilduff said at the
‘hospital. ‘He died of 4 .gunshot wound in the
brgin. I have no other details regarding the
assassination of ‘the President.” ‘ 3
Mr. Kilduff also anpounced that Governor
Jonnally had been hit By a bullet or bullets and

the President’s
voice and red-rimmed eyes,

|the first political outings she had ever made

daiu. nL e Elll;[Y l)tl'llapb Elgllh l)[l'vﬁlclullﬁ were
in Operating Room No. 1, where Mr. Kennedy
remained until his death. Dr. Clark said it was
difficult to determine the exact moment “of
death, but the doctors said officially- that it
occurred at 1 P.M. 4
Later, there were unofficial reports that
Mr. Kennedy had been killed instantly. The
source of these reports, Dr. Tom Shires, chief
surgeon at the hospital and professor of surgery
at the University -of Texas Southwest: Medical
School, issued this statement tonight: -
“Medically, it was.apparent the President
was not alive when he avas brought in. There
was no spontaneous respiration. He had dilated,
fixed éJupils. It was obvious he had a.lethal head
wound. . ! -
“Technically, showever, by using vigorous
resuscitation, intravenous tubes and all the
usual supportive measures, we were able torrais
a semblance of a heartbeat.” ot
Dr. Shires said he was “positive it was im-
possible” that President Kennedg could have
spoken after being shot. “I am absolutely sure
he never knéw what hit him,” Dr. Shires said.
Dr. Shires was not present when Mr. Ken-
nedy was being treated at Parkland Hospital.
He issued his statement, however, after lengthy
conferences with the doctors who had attended
the President. 3
. Mr. Johnson remained in the hospital about
30 minuteg after Mr, Kennedy died. )
The details of what happened when shots
first rang out, as the President’s car moved along
at about 25 miles an hour, were sketchy. Secret
Service agents, who might have given more de:,
tails, were unavailable to the press at first, and
then returned to Washington with President
Johnson. - : :

Kennedys Hailed at Bréakfzé_t

. Mr. Kennedy had opened. his day in Fort
Worth, first with a speech in a parking lot and
then at.a Chamber of Commierce breakfast. The
breakfast-appearanceé was a particular triumph
for Mrs. Kennedy, who entered late and was
given an ovation." . : {

" "Then the Presidential party, including Gov-|
ernor and Mrs. Connally, flew on to Dallas, an
eight-minute flight. Mr. Johnson, as is custom-
ary, flew in'a g:parawplane. The President
and the Vice Président do not travel together,

,|out of fear of a double tragedy.

At Love Field, Mr. and "Mrs. Kennedy lin-
gered for 10 minutes, shaking hands with an.en-
thusiastic fgroup lining the fence. The group
called itself “Grassroots Democrats.”

Mr. Kennedy then entered his open Lincoln
convettible at the head of the motorcade. -He sat
in” the rear seat on the right-hand side. Mrs.
Kennedy, who appeared to be enjoying one g}f
wi
her husband, sat at his left. '
' In the {jump” seat, directly ahead of Mr.
Kennedy, sat Governor Connal}ﬁl, with Mrs. Con-
nally at his left in another “junip” seat. A Secret
Service agent was driving and the two others
ran.alongside. ™ g '

‘Behind | the President’s limousine was an

open sedan carrying a numbeyr of Secret Service
k N ' ]

aAway, WUuv ITPUILEID wele uul: awdre Lidl dny-
thing serious had occurred until they reached the
Merchandise Mart two or three minutes later.

Rumors Spread at Trade Mart

_Rumors of the shooting already were spread-|
ling through the funcheon crowd of hundreds,
which was haying, the first course. No White
Hause officials or ‘Secret Service agents were
present, but the reporters were taken quickly to
Parkland-Hospital on the strength of the rumors.

| There they encountered Senator Yarbor:
ough, white, shaken and horrified.

'+ The shots, he said, seemed to have come
from the right and the rear of the car in which he
was riding, the third in the motorcade. Another
eyewitness, Mel Crouch, a Dallas television re-
porter, reported that as the shots rang out he
saw a rifle extended and then withdrawn from
a window on the “fifth or sixth floor” of. the
Texas Public School Book Depository. This is
a leased state building on Elm Street, to the
'right of the motorcade route. ,

Senator Yarborough said there had been a
slight pause between the first two shots and a
onger pause between the second and third. A
Seeret Service man riding in the Senator’s car,
the Senator said, immediately ordered Mr. and
Mrs. Johnson to get down below the level of the
doors. They did so, and Senator Yarborough also
got down.

The leading cars of .the motorcade then
pulled away at high speed toward, Parkland Hos-
pital, which was not far away, by the fast high-
'way. G il
- “We knew by the speed that something was
terribly wrong,” Senator Yarborough reported.
Whén he put his head up, he said, he saw a Se-
cret Service man in the car ahead beating his
fists against the trunk deck of the car in which
he was riding, apparently in frustration and
anguish. )

‘Mrs. Kennedy’s Reaction /

{ Only White House staff members spoke
with Mrs. Kennedy. A Dallas medical student,
David. Edwards, saw her in Parkland Hospital
while she was waiting for news of her husband.
He gave this description:

“The look in her éyes was like an animal
that had been trapped, like a little rabbit—brave,
but fear was in the eyes.!” : :

Dr. Clark was reported to have informed
Mrs. Kennedy of her husband’s death.

No witnesses reported ‘seeing or hearing
any of the Secret Service agents or policemen
fire back. One agent was seen to brandish a ma-
chine d|e:un as the cars sped away. Mr. Crouch ob:
.served a policeman falling to the ground and
pulling a weapon. But the events had occurred
so quickly that there was-apparently nothing for
the men to shoot at. | -

5| Mr. Crouch. said he saw two women, stand-
ing at a curb to watch the motorcade pass, fall
to the_ground when the shots rang out. He also
saw a man snatch up his little gir] and run along
the road. Policemen, he said, immediately chased
this man under the impression he had been /in-
volved in the shooting, but Mr. Crouch said he

The thigh wound, Dr. Shaw said, wa
triy]ia]. He said the compound fracture would
eal. : !
Dr. Shaw said it would be unwise for
Governor Connally to be moved in the next 10
to 14 days. Mrs. Connally was remaining at his;,
side tonight. Al

|

Tour by Mrs. Kennedy Unusual

l
- Mrs. Kennedy’s presence near her husband’s |
bedside at his death resulted from somewhat un- |

ied him on his trips about the country and had
almost never made political trips with him.

| The tour on which Mr. Kennedy was en-
gaged yesterday and today was only quasi-politi-
cal; the only open political activity was to have
been a speech tonight to a fund-raising dinner
at the state capitol in Austin.,

.In visiting Texas, Mr. Kennedy was seekin
to improve his political fortunes in a pivota
state that he barely won in 1960. He was also
hoping to patch a bitter internal dispute among
Texas’s Democrats. . .

At 8:45 A.M., when Mr. Kennedy left the
Texas Hotel in Fort Worth, where he spent his
last night, to address the parking lot crowd
acrpss the street, Mrs. Kennedy was not with
him. There appeared to be some disappointment.
“Mrs. Kennedy is organizing herself,” the
President said good-naturedly. “It takes longer,
but, of course, she looks better than we do when
she does it.”

Later, Mrs. Kennedy. appeared late at the:
Chamber of Commerce breakfast in Fort Worth.
Again, Mr. Kennedy took note of ‘her pres-
ence. “Two years ago,” he said, “I introduced
myself in Paris by saying that I was,the man
who had accompanied Mrs. Kennedy to Paris.
trayel around Texas. Nobody Wwonders whaf:I
The speech Mr. Kennedy never delivered at
the Merchandise Mart luncheon contained a
passage commenting on a recent preoccupation
of his, and a subject of much interest in this
city, where right-wing conservatism is‘the rule
rather than the exception. :

Voices are being heard in the land, he said,
“voices preaching doctrines wholly unrelated to
reality, wholly unsuited to the sixties, doctrines
which apparently assume that words will. suffice
without weapons, that vituperation is as good as
victory and that peace is a sign of weakness.”
. The speech went on: {At a time when the
national debt is- steadily being reduced in termis
of its burden on our economy, they see that debt .
when we are steadily reducing the number of
Federal employes serving every thousand citi-
zens, they fear those supposed- hordes of eivil
servants far more than the actual hordes of op-
posing armies. g = !
" “We cannot expect that everyone, to use the
phrase of a decade ago, will ‘talk sense to the,
American people.’* But we can hope that fewer"
people will listen to nonsense. And the notion,
that this.nation is headed for defeat- through,

had been a fleeing spectator. ' [y
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deficit, or that strength is but-a matter of slo-
gans, is nothing but just plain nonsénse.”

usual circumstances. She had rarely accompan- -

1 am getting somewhat that same sensation.as I. .

Lyndon and I wear.” U

|

as the greatest threat to our security. - At a time-f



