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By GEORGE CARTER

President Kennedy died of assassin’s bul-

lets in Dallas Friday afternoon.

The President and Gov. John Connally
were ambushed as they drove in the President’s

open convertible in a downtown motorcade.

Twa priests announced shortly before 1:30

that the President was dead.

< Bullets apparently came from a high-pow-

ered rifle in a building at Houston and Elm.

A man was arrested and taken to the sher-

iff’a office.
The President immediately clutched hi

chest and slumped into the arms of his wife.
Gov. Connally, apparently shot in the chest. fell

to the floor under his wife's feet.
Seeret  service agents immediately

lang Hospital.

Gov. Connally was reported in eritical con-

Witnesses standing on a baleony at the court-

hof,'-( gave this sccount of what they saw:

Thi
Street fhom Main Street when a shot rang out.
Pigeonssflew \ap from the street. Then, two more
shots rang out ingd Mr. Kennedy fell to the floor
of the car. AN

dis-
patched the motorcade at high speed to Park-

motorcade had just turned into Houston

Freto by wiltiom Alen

This picture was taken at Love Field on the President's arrival.

The shots seemed to ¢

Houston streets.
Police swarmed into the ar
road tracks and the witn
whether he was captured. :
The cavalcade stopped there and there was
bedlam. -

Deputy Police Chief Ray Lunday, leading the
procession through Dallas, said he thought the
shots were fired as the President's car neared the
Triple Underpass.

Police issued 3 pickup order for an unknown
white male, about 30, slender, 5-10, 165 pounds,
armed with a 30 caliber rifle.

Six or seven persons were believed hit by

- sniper’s-volley.

Police swarmed the building as the stunned
crowd of persons watching the downtown parade
watched.

The President was rushed to Parkland Hos
pital. ‘

Sgt. G. D. Hensley, police dispatcher, directed
all available police units to the downtown area
near the western edge of downtown Dallas.

The Presidential convoy cut off its route and
sped at high speed immediately toward Parkland
Hospital where doctors were ordered to stand by.
' The motorcade, originally set to turn off In-
dustrial by the Trade Mart, sped-straight down In
dustrial toward Harry Hines. -

The police radio blared that the President had
been hit. B

Sheriff Decker came on the air around
12:25 p.m.

“1 don't know what's happened. Take every
available man from the jail and the office and go
to the yards off Eim near the triple
underpass.

The crowds waiting inside the Trade Mart
were not immediately told of the shooting.

A sobbing carpet salesman told police minutes
after the shooting the President appearad to be
hit twice.

“The first time he slumped and the second one
really blasted him.” These were the words of
Charles Drehm, 38, of 1619 Kings Highway.

“After the first shot the President's wife rose
slightly to hold the President and they both went
down In the second shot. He was definitely hit
badly,” Mr. Drehm said.

Mr. Drehm said the President was half stand-
Ing, wavin gto the crowd, when he heard the first
of two shots. He, sald after the President was

toward the rail-
could mot tell

knocked down, apparently by the second shot, the |

President's car roared underneath the triple
underpass.

President Kennedy and Gov. Connally were
eritically wounded by sniper’s bullets near the
downtown triple underpass shortly afternoon
Friday.

Bullets apparently came from a huilding at
Houston and Elm.

But reporters following the President in a
motorcade said a man and woman were ~cen
scrambling on a walk over the underpass.

The President and Connally were rushed
to Parkland Hospital.

Minutes later they were reported still alive
by Rep. Albert Phomas of Houston. who stood

| outside the emergency surgery door.

Police reporis indicated President Kennedy
was shot in the head Connally was apparently
shot in the chest.

Mrs. Kennedy apperently was safe. Mra.

| Connally also was safe, it appeared. Both
women were stunned.
Witnesses said six or xeven shots were

fired. The bursts were clearly heard.

Police swarmed the area immediately,

Reporters about five car lengths behind the
chief * executive heard what sounded like throe
bursts of gunfire.

Secret Service agents in a follow-up ear quickly
unlimbered their automatic rifles.

The bubble top of the President's ~ar was
down.

They drew their pistols, but the damage was
done.

The President was slumped over in the back

seat of the car, face down. Connally lay on the
floor of the rear seat.
» It was impossible to tell at once where Ken-
nedy was hit, but bullet wounds in Connally's
chest were plainly visible, indicating the gunfire
might possibly have come from an automatic
weapon.

Dallas motorcycle officers escorting the Presi-
dent quickly leaped from their bikes and raced up
A grassy hill.

The President, his limp body cradled in the
arms of his wife, was rushed to Parkland Hospital.
The Governor also was taken to Parkland.

Clint Hill, a Secret Service agent assigned to
Mrs. Kenndy, said *he's dead,” as the President
was lifted from the rear of a Whita Horse touring
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car, the famous “Buhbletop” from Washington. He
was rushed to an emergency room in the hospital.

Other White House officials were in doubt as
the corridors of the hospital erupted in pende-
monium,

The Secret Servive said the President re-
mained in the emergency room at Parkland and
the Governor was moved to the general operating
room. -

One Secret Service man was overheard telling
another that there was no need to move the Presi-
dent because emergency facilities were entirely
adequate in the emergency room.

Two Roman Catholic priests were summoned
to the emergency room where the President lay.
One was identified as a Father Huber.

Malcolm Kilduff, acting White House press
secretary, said that the two priests had been
“asked for.”

Pandemoi.ium broke loose around the scene.

The Secret Service waved the motorcade on at
top speed to the hospital.

Evea at high speed it took nearly five minutes
to get the car to the ambulance entrance of the

hospital.

Reporters saw Kennedy lying flat on his face
on the seat of his car.

A reporter said a man and a woman were
scrambling on the upper level of a walkway over-
looking the underpass.

Lawrence O'Brien, presidential aide, said he
had no information on owhether the President
still was alive.

Mrs. Kennedy wes weeping and trying to hold
up her husband's head when reporfers réached the
car.

Fire equipment was rushed to the building
from which the shots were believed to have been
fired. Firemen roped off the area as Secret Serv-
ice men and city police swarmed through the
building.

A tight security lid apparently was clamped
onat Parkland Hospital.

Police Chief desse Curry advised Sgt. Hensley
that no condition would be released immediately
on the President’s condition.

At the Triple Underpass,' large numbers of
the crowd were milling around half sobbing half
hysterically shouting, “The President's shot!”

Women and children and men stopped one an-
other ~nd police to ask plaintively, “Is the Presi-
dent alive? God. how horrible."” Although most of
the law officers present felt the bullets came from
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