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JOHNSON BECOMES PRESIDENT

Receives
Qath on
Aireraft

By ROBERT E. BASKIN
Washington Bureau'of The News

In a solemn and sor-
rowful hour, with a na-
tion mourning its dead
President, Lyndon B.
Johnson Friday took the
oath of office as the 36th
chief executive of the
United States.

Following custom, the
oath-! ta.k.mg took place
quickly—only #n hour
and a half after the as-
sassination of President
Kennedy.

Federal Judge Sarah
T. Hughes of Dallas ad-
ministered the oath in a
hurriedly arranged cere-

mony at 2:39 pm.
aboard Air Force 1, the
presidential plané that

brought Kennedy on his
ill-fated Texas trip and
on which his body was
taken back to Washing-
ton

Mrs. Johnson and Mrs.
Kennedy, her stocking
stizl flecked with blood
from the assassination,
flanked the vice-presi-
dent as he raised his
4ght hand in the for-
ward compartment of
the presidential jetliner
at Love Field. About 25
White House staff mem-
bers and friends were
present as Johnson in-
toned the familiar oath:

“I do soler=ly swear
that I will perform the
duties of President of
the United States to the
best of my ability, and
defend. protect and pre-
gerve the Constitution of
the United States.”
vear-old John-
irst Texan ever
to  become President,
turned and kissed his
wife on the cheek, giv-
ing her shoulders a
squecze. Then he put his
arm around Mrs. Ken-
nedy, kissing her gently
on her right cheek

Mrs. Kennedy, in
tears, was wearing the
same bright pink suit
she wore on the fatal
ride, a ride in which she
had been wildly dc-
claimed by friendly,
cheering crowds in Dal-
las before rifle shots
rang out and the Presi-
dent collapsed in the seat
of the car beside her.

Johnson had deliber-
ately delayed the cere-
mony 1o mve Kennedy's
widow time to compose
Herself for one of the
gruelling aspects of her
husband's assassination.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 15
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Lyndon B. Johnson

Gov. Connally

Resting

By MIKE QUINN

Gov. John Connally — felled
Friday by a smper's bullet in
the back—resied 1n “quite sat
sslactory” condition late Friday
might ) Parkland Hospital fol
lowing nearl four hours of
surgens in the aftermoon

An aide for the governor re-
poried ar 1030 pm  that the
governor was asiecp and rest
ing comfortably following thd
ineident which claimed  Pres:
dent Kennedy's irie

Mranwhle, Dr Tom Shircs.

chief of surgeons at University
of Texas Southwestern Medical
School, ~ard Commally bareiy
missed a tatal wound

Well

Alter
Connally

consuling with Mrs

and others on the
scene, the ronsensus i« that the
governor wic quite fortunate
that he turned 1o sec what hap
pened to the Presdent If he
had not tumed 1o hic right,

there is 8 good chance he prob:

Ably would have been  shot
through the heari—as it was
the bullet caused a rangential
wound

Dr. Shircs rushed o Dallas by
Air Force jer ater word of thel
shooting was flashed

Connally was operated on by
Dr Robert R Shaw, thoracic

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2.

Impact Shattering
To World Capitals

By the Associated Press
Word of President Kennedy's
assassination struck the world's
capitals with shattering impact.
leaving heags of state and the
man in the stree stunned and
grief-stricken

While messages of condolence
poured into the White House
from presidents, pramiers and
crowned heads, the littie people
of many lands reacted with
numbed disbelief.

Pubs in London nd cafes in
Panis fell silent, as the news
came over radio and television

IN MOSCOW, a Russian girl
wnlkcd Mrp\ng along the street.

N. headquarters in New
ank delegates of 11 nations
bowed their heads in a moment
of silence.

. Russian citi

| Friendly Cro.cd Cheered Kennedy

* * *

Pro-Communist

Charged With Act]:

A sniper shot and killed President John F.
Kennedy on the streets of Dallas Friday. A 24-
year-old pro-Communist who once tried to defect
to Russia was charged with the murder shortly
before midnight

Kennedy was shot about 12:20 p.m. Friday
at the foot of Elm Street as the Presidential car
entered the approach to the Triple Underpass.
The President died in a sixth-floor surgery room
at Parkland Hospital about 1 p.m., though doctors
said there was no chance for him to live when.
he reached the hospital. *

* *

Within two hours, Vice-Presidént yndon
Johnson was sworn in as the nation’s 36th Presi-
dent Inside ke presidential plane before departing

for Washington.,

The gunman also seviously wounded Texas
Goy. John Connally, who was riding with the
President.

Four Hours in Surgery

Connally spent four hours on an_ operating
table, but his condition was reported as “quite
satisfactory” at -midnight

The assassin, firing from the sixth floor of the
Texas School Book Depository Building near the
Triple Underpass sent-a Mauser 6.5 rifle bullet
smashing into the President's head.

An hour after the President died, police hauled
the 24-year-old suspect, Lee Harvey Oswald, out of
an’' Oak Cliff movie house.

He had worked for a short time at the deposi-
tory, and police had encountered him while search-
ing the building shortly after the assassination.
They turned him loose when he was identified as
an employe but put out a pickup order on him
when he failed to report for a work roll call.

He also was accused of killing a Dallas police-
man, 1. D. Tippit, whose body was found during
the vast manhunt for the President's assassin.

Oswald, who has an extensive pro-Communist
background, four years ago renounced his Ameri-
can citizenship in Russia and tned to become a
. Later, he returned to this country.

Shockingly, the President was shot after driv-
ing the length of Main Street through a crowd
termed the largest and friendliest of his 2-day
Texas visit, It was a good-natured crowd that
surzed out from the curbs almost against the swift-
ly moving presidential car. The protective bubble
had been removed from the official convertible.

Mis. Connally, who occupied one ~f the two
jump seats in the car, turned to the President a
few moments before and remarked, “You can't say
Dallas wasn't friendly to you.”

At Fort Worth, Kennedy had »'st delivered
one of the most well-received speeches of his ca-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2.

In Buenos Aires. pewspapers
sounded sirens  reserved  far
news of the utmost gravity

Britain's  Pnme  Muister
Douglas-Home sent condolences
and Sir  Winsion Churchill
branded the slaying a monstrous
act.

“The loss to the United States
and to the world is incalcu-
lable,” Sir Winston declared.
“Those who come after Mr.
Kennedy must strive the more
to achieve the ideals of world
peace and human happiness and
digriity ta which his presidency
was dedicated

Douglas-Home issued  this
terse statement
“The Prime Minister has

learned with the most profound
shock and horror of the death

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2.

FUNERAL FOR PRESIDENT
WILL BE HELD ON MONDAY

WASHINGTON (AP)—Pfesident Kennedy's funeral will be
held Monday at St Matthews Roman Catholic Cathedral, the
wmm House announced Friday night

The body of the siain President will lie in repose at the
White House Caturday and will lie in state in the rotunda of
the Capitol on Sunday and Monday.

The President’s body will be taken a couple of miles to
the cathedral at 11 a.m. (EST) Monday. There, Richard Cardi-
ual Cushing. Archbishop of Boston and close friend of the
Kennedy family, will celebrate a pontifical requiem Mass at
noon.

Acting White House Press Secretary Andrew T. Hatcher
said he did not know where Kennedy will be buried. There
kas been one report, still unconfirmed, that burial would be
in the family plot in Brookline, Mass

The President’s body will be moved from the White House
in an official cortege to the Capitol rotoada at 1 p.m. Sun-
day. This ceremony will be attended by.members of the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12.
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John F. Kennedy
GRAY CLOUDS WENT AWAY

Day Began as Auspiciousiy
As Any in Kennedy’s Career

‘Robert E. Baskin, chief of
the Washington Bureau of
The News, was one of four
peraon ting  the
ol pien o fhe mitaroade
which resulted in the Pres:
dent's asxaxsination. This is
his_ account of what hap

pened.)
By ROBERT E. BASKIN
Washington Bureau of The News
It was a day that started as
auspiciously as any in the
career of John F. Kennedy.
When we boarded the Presi-
dential jetliner, Air Force One,
at Fort Worth at midmoming.
the White House party was in
high spirits. The Fort Worth
welcome had been a tremen-
dous one. Shortly before the 15-
minute flight to Love Field, ugly
gray clouds were swept away
by a brisk breeze. The sun was
out, and the Texas sky was a
vivid blue
President and Mrs. Kenned,
she strikingly attired in a pink

suit, with a pert matching hat,
madeNan _instant it at Love
Field as they shook hands with
hundreds of persons along the
fence line.

Then the last journey began.

The big open Lincoln car
moved out smoothly, carrying
Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy and Gov
John Connally and his wife,
Nellie.

Three cars back was the press
pool car, in which three other
newspapermen and I rode. Just
ahead of us were Dallas Mayor
and Mrs. Earle Cabell and Rep
Ray Roberts of McKinney.

Malcolm  Kilduff, mssistant
presidenuial  press  secretary,
was with us, and as.we moved
into the heart of the city Kilduff
expressed elation over the
friendly nature of the welcome
and the great outpouring of peo-
ple

“Everyone in

the press car

KENNEDY SLAIN
ON DALLAS STREET

*

*

agreed 1t was one of the most
cordial receptions rhe President
had receved i quite a while

Buoyed by the “cheers. of the
multitudes on Main Street. our
motorcade moved on pasi the
courthouse Then came the ap-
proach 1o the Triple Underpass.
with the leading cars picking
up speed as the crowd thinmed
out somewhat. Over to our right

loomed the gaunt structure
labeled the Texas State School
Book Depositary.

Tt was 1230 pm

The sharp crack of a rifle
rang out But at that moment
we couldn'tbelieve it was just
that. “What the hell was that”
someone in our car asked
Then there were two more
shots—measured carefully

We saw people along the
strect dwing for the ground.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2.
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