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In the 12-year period following the Civil war, known as Reconstruction,
Americans struggled to rebuild the South and to reunite their war-torn nation.
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THE 'RAIL SPLITTER" AT WORK REPAIRING THE UNION.

This political cartoon, “The Rail-Splitter Repairing the Union,” shows Vice President Andrew Johnson and
President Abraham Lincoln. Johnson is attempting to stitch back together the map of the United States. President
Lincoln is using a split rail to position the globe. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress.



Reconstruction in the South lasted
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Although the Reconstruction era started after the Civil War, plans for it began while the war was still occurring.

This painting shows a former slave owner visiting her former slaves. This image, titled A Visit from the Old
Mistress was created in 1876 by Winslow Homer (1836-1910). This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.
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African Americans worried about losing their new freedom, especially after Lincoln’s death.

' THE FREEDMaN'S BUKEAU!
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For 1864 and 1865, the FREEDMAN'S BUREAU ocost the Tax-payers of the Nation, ot le  TWENYY-FIVE NULLIONS OF DOLLARS. For 1866, THE SHASE of the Tax-payers of
Pepsylvania will be about 0F"  WN OF DULLARS GR-IEZAAIER™ s FOR the Freodman's Brosn. €SI S IV IEZIER. is OPPOSED to it.

In March 1865, Congress established the Freedmen’s Bureau . African Americans faced immense dangers and
hostility in winning their rights after the Civil War. The war had devastated the South’s land and resources. Both
whites and African Americans lost their crops and often their homes. This image is an anti-Freedman’s Bureau
poster. This image was created in 1866. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress.
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The Bureau S greatest achievements lay in educatlon

It started free publlc schools for African Amerlcan men, women, and ch|Idren Private organizations such as
missionary societies supplied teachers and books. This image is titled “Primary School For Freedmen, In Charge
of Mrs. Green, at Vicksburg, Mississippi.” This image was created by A.R. Waud for the June 23, 1866 edition of

Harpers Weekly. This image is courtesy of the University of Virginia.



Their threats and violence made life dangerous for teachers and students.



THE HOWARD UNIVERSITY, WASHINGTON, D.C.—[SKe1CHED DY Turo. R, Davis.]

They included Howard University (named for Major General Oliver Otis Howard), Fisk University, and Hampton
Institute.
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Not accustomed to this change, “white” Southerners found the African Americans’ new behavior “intolerably
insolent and overbearing.”
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The military occupation troops made some white Southerners feel powerless.




While Southern legislatures created laws against African Americans,
terrorist bands formed to defend “white” Southerners’ old way of life.
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These groups viewed themselves as protective societies. They took names like the Regulators, the Knights of the
White Camelia, and the Ku Klux Klan. These members of the Ku Klux Klan were arrested in Tishomingo county,
Mississippi in September 1871 for the attempted murder of an entire family. This image is titled “Mississippi Ku-
Klux members in the Disguises in Which They Were Captured.” This image appeared in the January 27, 1872
edition of Harpers Weekly. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



By recruiting members from all classes of white Southern society, it became the most powerful of the protective
societies.



At first Klansmen claimed that
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They launched a reign of terror and began whipping and murdering those who refused to be scared, especially
Republican leaders and voters.



Voting became one of Southern African Americans’ new accomplishments.
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In the 1868 presidential election, they turned out 700,000 strong for the Republican party and greatly contributed
to Grant’s victory. This image is titled “The First Vote.” It was created by A.R. Waud for the November 16, 1867
edition of Harpers Weekly. This is a colorized version of the original black and white image. This image is courtesy

of newyorkhistoryblog.org.
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The votes that the Republican party received from African Americans in the 1868 presidential
election convinced Republicans to help African Americans vote in more elections.
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President Ulysses S. Grant came into office determined to enforce the Reconstruction Act and gave firm support
to protecting African Americans’ rights. This image shows the electoral votes of the 1868 Presidential election.
This image was created by Tilden76 in 2010. This image is courtesy Wikimedia Commons.
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While the war had brought African Americans political
freedom, this bill offered civil freedom as well.

This image shows the Class of 1889 of the Virginia Normal and Collegiate Institute, now known as Virginia State
University. This image is courtesy of pinterest.com.



The Justice Department, though, made little effort to enforce the bill and the Supreme Court ruled it
unconstitutional in 1883. African Americans’ struggle for equality would continue into the twentieth century.
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Beginning in 1869, a series of changes in state and federal laws
made it easier for former Confederates to regain their right to vote.

488 HARFER'S WEEKLY. [Asvisr 5, 1865
~ > e ]

This image shows Columbia asking as Confederates such as Robert E. Lee approach to ask her pardon, “Should |
trust these men?” This image was drawn by Thomas Nast for the August 5, 1865 edition of Harpers Weekly. This
image is courtesy of thomasnast.com.






4
S‘

~

s
———

>
/
Z

. PN, - ,-"

"A LIVE JACKASS KICKING A DHAD LION."

And such a Lion! and such a Jackuss!







In many Southern states, some “white” people terrorized
African Americans to prevent them from voting.

A NTREET BANRICADR, GUARDED BY WIlITE LEAGUERS.
THE LOUISIANA OUTBAGES —[Sex Paan #12.]
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This image is titled “A Street Barricade, Guarded by White Leaguers, The Louisiana Outrages.” This image was
created for an 1874 edition of Harper’s Weekly. This image is courtesy of the New York Public Library.
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If African Americans dared to vote Republican, “whites” destroyed their crops,
burned their barns and houses beat them and sometlmes murdered them.

Democrats used other klnds of tactlcs beS|des physrcally |nt|m|dat|ng their V|ct|ms This i image is t|tIed “Vrsrt of the
Ku Klux.” This image was created by Frank Ballew for the February 24, 1872 edition of Harper’'s Weekly. This
image is courtesy of harpweek.com.



Corruption in President Grants admlnlstratlon hurt the Republican party.
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This official
White House portrait of President U.S. Grant done by Henry Ulke on March 2, 1875. On the very same day
Secretary of War William W. Belknap resigned as Secretary of War under scandal. Grant wrote and signed
Belknap's resignation and then went to Ulke's studio. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.
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A depression in 1873 made most Republicans focus on the economy instead of Civil Rights.



The Election of 1876

ELECTORAL VOTE
TOTAL: 369

MINOR
1%
93,895

4

POPULAR VOTE
TOTAL: 8,430,783

Territories

The election of 1876 was one of five elections (Adams-Jackson 1824, Hayes-Tilden 1876, Harrison-Cleveland
1888, Bush-Gore 2000, Trump-Clinton 2016) in which the person receiving the largest proportion of the popular
vote lost the election. It is to date the smallest electoral vote victory, 185-184, in American history. The election of
1876 produced a violent struggle between the parties. Republicans and Democrats had competed for control of
the South as well as the White House. The major parties nominated two state governors for President. This image
is courtesv of Wikimedia Commons.
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The national vote proved so close that the votes of the states of
decide the presidency.
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Some citizens feared that a new Civil War might erupt. Almost no one, though, wanted another war.
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The filibuster prevented the Congress from counting electoral votes.



As Inauguration Day approached, the country had still
not decided on who was to be the new President.

HARPERS WEEKLY. . = 2 5 S

Finally, Southern Democrats worked out a private compromise with Hayes. This image is titled, “The Electoral
Commission, in Session in the Supreme Court Chamber.” This image was created by Theodore R. Davis for the
February 17, 1877 edition of Harpers Weekly. This image is courtesy of harpweek.com.



Hayes also promlsed to'prowde economic help for the South



On March 5, 1877, Rutherford B. Hayes became the 19t
Presm ent of the Unlted States

By the end of April, 1877, the Iast federal troops had left the South Reconstructlon had ended. This image is titled,
“Our New President— Taking the Oath.” This image was drawn by |.P. Pranekoff for the March 24, 1877 edition of
Harpers Weekly. This image is courtesy of harpweek.com.
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The new majority in Congress revoked much of the legislation passed during Reconstruction and stopped federal
help in supervising elections.



When Reconstruction came to an end, African
Americans found themselves abandoned again.
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This image shows an initiation ceremony into the Ku Klux Klan circa 1870 This image was made from an
engraving made from an 1870 photograph by U.S. Marshal J. G. Hester.This image is courtesy of learnnc.org



New state governments closed schools and ended other programs that helped both poor whites and African
Americans.



Literacy tests were usually administered orally by “white” local officials,
who had complete control over who passed and who failed.

-
K .
RE EDD 1 kA YN ore
HE KIN Vo R
VS W\T[s ‘9 L]
— )
My, SoLip Sov -~

THE OGN LR SPRL EENTALSY TR A

Examples of questions asked of Blacks in Alabama included: naming all sixty-seven county judges in the state,
naming the date on which Oklahoma was admitted to the Union, and declaring how many bubbles are in a bar of
soap. Editorial cartoon criticizing the usage of literacy tests for African Americans as a qualification to vote.
Cartoon shows man "Mr. Solid South" writing on wall, "Eddikashun qualifukashun. The Black man orter be
eddikated afore he kin vote with us Wites, signed Mr. Solid South." An African American looks on. This image was
created for the January 18, 1879 edition of Harper’s Weekly. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Poll Taxes were put in place that charged money for poor African
Americans to have the right to vote.
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Although these taxes of $1-$2 per year may seem small, it was beyond the reach of many poor black and white
sharecroppers, who rarely dealt in cash. This image shows a receipt for a $1 poll tax in Jefferson Parish,
Louisiana in 1917. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Most white voters did not have to pass a literacy test, or pay
a poll tax because they were “grandfathered in.”
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The phrase “grandfathered in” meant that their grandfather or another relative had been eligible to vote before the
Civil War. Of course this excluded all African Americans in the South. This image is titled “Grant’s First and Last

Vote.” This image was created for the September 14, 1872 edition of Frank Leslie’s lllustrated Newspaper. This
image is courtesy of historyteacher.net.



upreme Court declaréd the Civil Rights Act of 1875 to be unconstitutional.

In 1883 the S



Southern states passed laws, called “Jim Crow” laws, that separated African Americans from whites.



Facilities for African Americans, though, rarely equaled the facilities for whites. “Separate but equal” became a
doctrine of racial segregation until the Civil Rights laws of the 1960s.
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To Kill A Mockingbird
1930s Maycomb, Alabama

Atticus Finch (Father, Attorney)
Jeremy “Jem” Finch

Jean Louise “Scout” Finch (story seen through her eyes)
Calpurnia “Cal” (Maid)

Charles Baker “Dill” Harris

Aunt Stephanie (Dill’s Aunt)

Miss Maudie (Common Sense Neighbor)

Mrs. Dubose (Irritated Neighbor)

Walter Cunningham Jr. (School friend of Jem and Scout)
Mr. Radley

Arthur “Boo” Radley

Judge Taylor

Heck Tate (Sheriff)

Mr. Gilmer (District Attorney)

Walter Cunningham Sr. (Local head of the KKK, but also a client of Mr. Finch)
Tom Robinson (Accused of Rape)

Robert E. Lee “Bob” Ewell (Poor White Trash)
Mayella Violet Ewell (Accused Tom Robinson of Rape)

Entailment- Debt that one owes. Frequently not paid off in money but by goods (Bartering)



