
LEQ: What country did the United States fight in the War of 1812? 
 

The painting shows British frigate Macedonian, her masts and sails destroyed, being fired upon by the U.S. frigate 

United States during the War of 1812. This event occurred off the Canary Islands. It is titled, Capture of His H.B.M. 

Frigate Macedonian by U.S. Frigate United States, October 25, 1812. The H.B.M. (His Britannic Majesty’s) 

Macedonian was commanded by Captain J.S. Carden. The U.S. Frigate United States was commanded by 

Commander Stephen Decatur, Esqr. The painting was created by Thomas Chambers (1808-1869) and is courtesy 

of the Smithsonian American Art Museum. 



LEQ: What country did the United States fight in the War of 1812? 
Great Britain 

The painting shows British frigate Macedonian, her masts and sails destroyed, being fired upon by the U.S. frigate 

United States during the War of 1812. This event occurred off the Canary Islands. It is titled, Capture of His H.B.M. 

Frigate Macedonian by U.S. Frigate United States, October 25, 1812. The H.B.M. (His Britannic Majesty’s) 

Macedonian was commanded by Captain J.S. Carden. The U.S. Frigate United States was commanded by 

Commander Stephen Decatur, Esqr. The painting was created by Thomas Chambers (1808-1869) and is courtesy 

of the Smithsonian American Art Museum. 



The War of 1812 Basics 

 

This painting shows an attack on Fort Oswego, New York (May, 1814), during the War of 1812. This image is 

courtesy of the Royal Military College of Canada Archives and of Wikimedia Commons.  



 
 The War of 1812 

Vocabulary 
 

                                                                                                This image is from wordinfo.info. 



 
The act of forcing people to serve military duty, especially sailors. 

Sailors were captured on American ships by the British, or in ports where American ships were stopped. This 

image is courtesy of contabile.org.uk. 

 



Impressment 
The act of forcing people to serve military duty, especially sailors. 

Sailors were captured on American ships by the British, or in ports where American ships were stopped. This 

image is courtesy of contabile.org.uk. 

 



British ships not only stopped and seized American ships, they also 
impressed, or kidnapped, Americans sailors to serve in the British navy. 

This image is from the War of 1812. Between 1803 and 1812, the British impressed approximately 10,000 

Americans to work on British ships. This image is courtesy of xtimeline.com. 

 



 
An armed, private ship that protected American ports. 

This painting is titled A View of His Majesty’s Brigg Observer, Commanded by Lieut. John Crymes Engaging the 

American Privateer ship Jack John Ropes (commander) by Night on the 29th of May 1782 Off the Harbour of 

Hallifax, Nova Scotia. It was created by Robert Dodd in 1784. This image is courtesy of awiatsea.com. 



Privateer 
An armed, private ship that protected American ports. 

This painting is titled A View of His Majesty’s Brigg Observer, Commanded by Lieut. John Crymes Engaging the 

American Privateer ship Jack John Ropes (commander) by Night on the 29th of May 1782 Off the Harbour of 

Hallifax, Nova Scotia. It was created by Robert Dodd in 1784. This image is courtesy of awiatsea.com. 



The men who sailed on the privateers harassed British shipping while 
risking their lives and resources for financial gain. 

This photograph shows the Meka II, an interpretation of an American privateer. This image is courtesy of pirate-

privateer.com. 



 
 When all the cannon on a side of a warship fire at one time from the long or broad side of the ship. 

This painting shows the U.S.S. United States engaging the H.M.S. Macedonian on October 25, 1812 off the coast 

of Madeira. It was painted by Thomas Birch (1779-1851) in 1813. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 

 



Broadside 
 When all the cannon on a side of a warship fire at one time from the long or broad side of the ship. 

This painting shows the U.S.S. United States engaging the H.M.S. Macedonian on October 25, 1812 off the coast 

of Madeira. It was painted by Thomas Birch (1779-1851) in 1813. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 

 



A broadside from American naval Captain Oliver Hazard Perry’s sinking 
ship helped him to win the Battle of Lake Erie. 

This painting shows Oliver Hazard Perry standing on front of a small boat after abandoning his flagship, the U.S.S. 

Lawrence at the Battle of Lake Erie. This image was created by Edward Percy Moran (1862-1935) in 1911. This 

image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



 
 An official song of praise and patriotism. 

This painting shows the first time that Rouget de Lisle (1760-1836) performed “La Marseillaise,” which is the 

French National Anthem. It was painted by Isidore Pils (1813-1875) in 1849. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia 

Commons. 

 



National Anthem 
 An official song of praise and patriotism. 

This painting shows the first time that Rouget de Lisle (1760-1836) performed “La Marseillaise,” which is the 

French National Anthem. It was painted by Isidore Pils (1813-1875) in 1849. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia 

Commons. 

 



The Star Spangled Banner is the national anthem of the United States. 

This image is a cover of sheet music for The Star Spangled Banner. This image was created by G. Andre & 

Company of Philadelphia in 1862. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



The War of 1812  
People to Meet 

This image shows an American general staff officer standing in the left foreground. An officer for a rifle regiment 

stands in the right foreground. A mounted general officer is in the left background. In the right background is a 

detachment of riflemen. This image is courtesy of the Center for Military History at history.army.mil. 



 
The fourth President of the United States. 

James Madison (1751-1836) was also known as “The Father of the Constitution.” This painting was created by 
John Vanderlyn (1775-1852) in 1816. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



James Madison 
The fourth President of the United States. 

James Madison (1751-1836) was also known as “The Father of the Constitution.” This painting was created by 
John Vanderlyn (1775-1852) in 1816. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



 
Fourth First Lady. She is credited with saving many important documents 

before the British burned the White House in 1814. 

Dolley Madison (1768-1849) also helped to refurbish the White House after it was burned. This painting was 

created by Gilbert Stuart (1755-1828) in 1804. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



Dolley Madison 
Fourth First Lady. She is credited with saving many important documents 

before the British burned the White House in 1814. 

Dolley Madison (1768-1849) also helped to refurbish the White House after it was burned. This painting was 

created by Gilbert Stuart (1755-1828) in 1804. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



 
Native American leader who attempted to form a confederacy of Native 

Americans against the United States.  

This is a colorized version of Benjamin Lossing’s portrait of Tecumseh (1768-1813). The original portrait was 

published in Lossing’s The Pictorial Field Book of the War of 1812 in 1868. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia 

Commons. 



Tecumseh 
Native American leader who attempted to form a confederacy of Native 

Americans against the United States.  

This is a colorized version of Benjamin Lossing’s portrait of Tecumseh (1768-1813). The original portrait was 

published in Lossing’s The Pictorial Field Book of the War of 1812 in 1868. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia 

Commons. 



 
American naval officer whose victory over the British at the Battle of Lake 
Erie helped the United States regain control over the Northwest Territory. 

Oliver Hazard Perry (1785-1819) was born in Rhode Island. The words on his battle flag were “Don’t Give Up the 

Ship.” This painting was created by Gilbert Stuart (1755-1828) in 1818. This image is courtesy of the Toledo 

Museum and of Wikimedia Commons. 



Oliver Hazard Perry 
American naval officer whose victory over the British at the Battle of Lake 
Erie helped the United States regain control over the Northwest Territory. 

Oliver Hazard Perry (1785-1819) was born in Rhode Island. The words on his battle flag were “Don’t Give Up the 

Ship.” This painting was created by Gilbert Stuart (1755-1828) in 1818. This image is courtesy of the Toledo 

Museum and of Wikimedia Commons. 



 
The author of the poem, “The Star Spangled Banner,” which when later 

set to music became the national anthem of the United States. 

Francis Scott Key (1779-1843) was born in Frederick County (now Carroll County), Maryland. He became a 

lawyer in Frederick Maryland, and the District of Columbia. This image was painted by Joseph Wood (1778-1830) 

circa 1825. This image is courtesy of the Walters Art Museum and of Wikimedia Commons. 



Francis Scott Key 
The author of the poem, “The Star Spangled Banner,” which when later 

set to music became the national anthem of the United States. 

Francis Scott Key (1779-1843) was born in Frederick County (now Carroll County), Maryland. He became a 

lawyer in Frederick Maryland, and the District of Columbia. This image was painted by Joseph Wood (1778-1830) 

circa 1825. This image is courtesy of the Walters Art Museum and of Wikimedia Commons. 



 
United States General whose victory at the Battle of New Orleans 

helped him to become the 7th President of the United States. 

Andrew Jackson (1773-1841) was born in North Carolina and later moved to Tennessee. He became a lawyer and 

a politician. This image was painted by Ralph Eleaser Whiteside Earl (1785-1838) circa 1817. This image is 

courtesy of the National Portrait Gallery of the Smithsonian Institute. 



Andrew Jackson 
United States General whose victory at the Battle of New Orleans 

helped him to become the 7th President of the United States. 

Andrew Jackson (1773-1841) was born in North Carolina and later moved to Tennessee. He became a lawyer and 

a politician. This image was painted by Ralph Eleaser Whiteside Earl (1785-1838) circa 1817. This image is 

courtesy of the National Portrait Gallery of the Smithsonian Institute. 



The War of 1812  
Maps 

This map shows some of the campaigns of the War of 1812. This image is courtesy of the United States Military 

Academy at West Point, New York.  



Great Britain 
Find Great Britain on this map of the world.  

This is a political map of the world. This image is courtesy of the blankmap.org. 



Great Britain 
Find Great Britain on this map of the world.  

Great Britain is now colored red. This is a political map of the world. This image is courtesy of the blankmap.org. 
 



Northwest Territory 
Find the Northwest Territory on this map of the 50 States of the United States.  

This image shows the 50 States of the United States. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Northwest Territory 
Find the Northwest Territory on this map of the 50 States of the United States.  

The states of the Northwest Territory are now colored in red. Minnesota was part of Wisconsin during this time and part of 
the present state of Minnesota was in the Northwest Territory. This image shows the 50 States of the United States. This 
image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Washington, D.C. 
Find Washington, D.C. on this map of the current United States. 

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Washington, D.C. 
Find Washington, D.C. on this map of the current United States. 

Washington, D.C. is now marked by a red dot and the words “Washington, D.C.” The image is courtesy of the University of 
Texas. 



New Orleans 
Find New Orleans on this map of the current United States. 

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



New Orleans 
Find New Orleans on this map of the current United States. 

New Orleans is now marked by a red dot and the words “New Orleans.” The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Detroit 
Find Detroit on this map of the current United States. 

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Detroit 
Find Detroit on this map of the current United States. 

Detroit is now marked by a red dot and the word “Detroit.” The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Baltimore 
Find Baltimore on this map of the current United States. 

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Baltimore 
Find Baltimore on this map of the current United States. 

Baltimore is now marked by a red dot and the word “Baltimore.” The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Great Lakes 
Find the Great Lakes on this map of the current United States. 

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Great Lakes 
Find the Great Lakes on this map of the current United States. 

The Great Lakes are now colored blue. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Lake Huron 
Find Lake Huron on this map of the current United States. 

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Lake Huron 
Find Lake Huron on this map of the current United States. 

Lake Huron is now colored blue. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Lake Superior 
Find Lake Superior on this map of the current United States. 

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Lake Superior 
Find Lake Superior on this map of the current United States. 

Lake Superior is now colored blue. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Lake Ontario 
Find Lake Ontario on this map of the current United States. 

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Lake Ontario 
Find Lake Ontario on this map of the current United States. 

Lake Ontario is now colored blue. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Lake Michigan 
Find Lake Michigan on this map of the current United States. 

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Lake Michigan 
Find Lake Michigan on this map of the current United States. 

Lake Michigan is now colored blue. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Lake Erie 
Find Lake Erie on this map of the current United States. 

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Lake Erie 
Find Lake Erie on this map of the current United States. 

Lake Erie is now colored blue. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Louisiana 
Find Louisiana on this map of the current United States. 

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Louisiana 
Find Louisiana on this map of the current United States. 

Louisiana is now colored red. Louisiana became the 18th state in 1812. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



LEQ: What country did the United States fight in the War of 1812? 
 

The painting shows British frigate Macedonian, her masts and sails destroyed, being fired upon by the U.S. frigate 

United States during the War of 1812. This event occurred off the Canary Islands. It is titled, Capture of His H.B.M. 

Frigate Macedonian by U.S. Frigate United States, October 25, 1812. The H.B.M. (His Britannic Majesty’s) 

Macedonian was commanded by Captain J.S. Carden. The U.S. Frigate United States was commanded by 

Commander Stephen Decatur, Esqr. The painting was created by Thomas Chambers (1808-1869) and is courtesy 

of the Smithsonian American Art Museum. 



LEQ: What country did the United States fight in the War of 1812? 
Great Britain 

The painting shows British frigate Macedonian, her masts and sails destroyed, being fired upon by the U.S. frigate 

United States during the War of 1812. This event occurred off the Canary Islands. It is titled, Capture of His H.B.M. 

Frigate Macedonian by U.S. Frigate United States, October 25, 1812. The H.B.M. (His Britannic Majesty’s) 

Macedonian was commanded by Captain J.S. Carden. The U.S. Frigate United States was commanded by 

Commander Stephen Decatur, Esqr. The painting was created by Thomas Chambers (1808-1869) and is courtesy 

of the Smithsonian American Art Museum. 


