
LEQ: What country did the United States fight in the War of 1812?

The painting shows British frigate Macedonian, her masts and sails destroyed, being fired upon by the U.S. frigate 
United States during the War of 1812. This event occurred off the Canary Islands. It is titled, Capture of His H.B.M. 
Frigate Macedonian by U.S. Frigate United States, October 25, 1812. The H.B.M. (His Britannic Majesty’s) 
Macedonian was commanded by Captain J.S. Carden. The U.S. Frigate United States was commanded by 
Commander Stephen Decatur, Esqr. The painting was created by Thomas Chambers (1808-1869) and is courtesy 
of the Smithsonian American Art Museum.
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The War of 1812

This painting shows an attack on Fort Oswego, New York (May, 1814), during the War of 1812. This image is 
courtesy of the Royal Military College of Canada Archives and of Wikimedia Commons. 
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When President James Madison sent his war message 
to Congress, he gave several reasons for declaring war.

This is a view of the United States Capitol circa 1800. The scene was painted by William Russell Birch (1755-
1834).  It is courtesy of the Library of Congress. 



First, he accused the British government of acts “hostile to the 
United States as an independent and neutral nation.”

Such as impressing or kidnapping American sailors. In this image, a British officer looks over a group of American 
seamen on the deck of a ship circa 1810. This drawing is titled Impressment of American Seamen. It was drawn 
by Howard Pyle (1853-1911). It was published in Harpers Monthly in April, 1884, page 751. This image is courtesy 
of the Library of Congress. 



Second, he declared that “our commerce has been plundered in every sea…”

Such as capturing American ships. This painting shows a British frigate circa 1810. This image was painted by 
Thomas Buttersworth (1768-1842). This image is courtesy of doak.ws.



Third, he blamed the British for frontier warfare with Native Americans.

The British were encouraging the Native Americans to attack American settlers, and the British were providing the 
Native Americans with ammunition and guns. This painting shows British Major General Sir Isaac Brock and the 
Shawnee Chief Tecumseh. This image is courtesy of cic.gc.ca. 



Problems faced by the Americans included the fact that the regular (full 
time) army had a small force of soldiers led by inexperienced officers.

This image shows an American general staff officer standing in the left foreground. An officer for a rifle regiment 
stands in the right foreground. A mounted general officer is in the left background. In the right background is a 
detachment of riflemen. This image is courtesy of the Center for Military History at history.army.mil.



The American Navy was small, and the United States paid 
privateers, or armed ships owned by individuals to fight.

The Pride of Baltimore II is a reproduction of a famous privateer from Baltimore, the Chasseur. The Chasseur
sank 17 British vessels on a voyage in 1814. This image taken in 2000 is courtesy of the United States Coast 
Guard



Henry Clay, a War Hawk from Kentucky and Speaker of the House, bragged in 
Congress that the United States could easily win a war in Canada.

Henry Clay was a member of the House of Representatives for five non- consecutive terms (1811-25). Served as 
Speaker in 1811-14, 1815-20, and 1823- 25. Secretary of State from 1825 to 1829. U.S. Senator from Kentucky 
intermittently for eighteen years between 1806 and 1852. Died June 29, 1852, in Washington, D.C. during the 
32nd Congress, 1st Session. This image was painted by John Neagle (1796-1865) in 1842. It is courtesy of the 
National Portrait Gallery, Smithsonian Institution,  in Washington, D.C., and Wikimedia Commons.



Instead, the British left Canada, and captured Fort 
Detroit. The British held Ft. Detroit for more than a year.

This image is titled William Hull in Fort Detroit. United States Brigadier General William Hull surrendered 
approximately 2500 regulars and militia to British Major General Isaac Brock who had approximately 1300 Native 
Americans, British regulars, and British militia. The surrender took place on August 16, 1812. This image was 
created for Benjamin Lossing’s Our Country, New York: Johnson and Bailey, 1895. It is courtesy of 
ushistoryimages.com.



With victories such as this, the British at the beginning of 
the war, had control over much of the Northwest Territory.

The Northwest Territory was created in 1787. It consisted of the present day states of Ohio, Indiana Illinois, 
Michigan, and Wisconsin. This map is courtesy of earlyamerica.com.



One famous sea battle during the War of 1812 was between the frigate U.S.S. 
Constitution, commanded by Isaac Hull, and the British ship H.M.S. Guerriere.

The U.S.S. Constitution on the left, shot off the masts of the H.M.S. Guerriere on August 19, 1812. The battle took 
place about 400 miles southeast of Nova Scotia. This image appeared in A.S. Barnes’ A Brief History of the United 
States. New York: American Book Company, 1885. This image is courtesy of ushistoryimages.com.



The Constitution was constructed with wooden sides 21” 
inches thick, or three inches thicker than normal. 

The U.S.S. Constitution was built in Boston, Massachusetts and was launched in 1797. She is shown on her 213th

birthday on October 21, 2010. This image by U.S. Navy Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Kathryn E. 
MacDonald is courtesy of the United States Navy and of Wikimedia Commons.



During a battle with H.M.S. Guerriere, many of the shots from 
the British ship bounced harmlessly off the Constitution’s hull.

This painting shows the U.S.S. Constitution on the right fighting H.M.S. Guerriere. This painting was created by 
Anton Otto Fischer. It is courtesy of the United States Department of the Navy’s Navy Historical Center and of 
Wikimedia Commons.



The Constitution’s crew, proud that the ship’s oak hull 
resisted British guns, called it “Old Ironsides.”

American sailors of the U.S.S. Constitution raised their hats and cheered at the beginning of the battle with H.M.S. 
Guerriere. This engraving was created circa 1850 for Ballou’s Pictorial Drawing-Room Companion. This image is 
courtesy of the USS Constitution Museum in Boston, Massachusetts and allhandsondeck.org.



The U.S.S. Constitution, or “Old Ironsides” is the oldest 
ship in the United States Navy.

This is the earliest known depiction of the U.S.S. Constitution. This watercolor, which was created circa 1803-1804 
has been attributed to Michel Felice Corne (1752-1845). This image is courtesy of the U.S.S. Constitution 
Museum and of Wikimedia Commons.



Today the U.S.S. Constitution is in dry dock in Boston Harbor.

It is being prepared for its next voyage. This image was taken by Robert Housch on August 11, 2016.



Tours aboard the U.S.S. Constitution are given by active 
duty United States Navy personnel.

The tours are free. One does have to go through security. This image was taken by Robert Housch on August 11, 
2016.



Oliver Hazard Perry, a young American naval officer, assembled a fleet 
of 10 small ships that daringly attacked British warships on Lake Erie.

This painting shows Captain Oliver Hazard Perry (1785-1819), United States Navy. This painting was created by 
Edward L. Mooney (1813-1887). This image is courtesy of the U.S. Naval Academy Museum and of Wikimedia 
Commons.



During the Battle of Lake Erie, Perry’s ship was badly 
damaged, and the British demanded that he surrender.

This image is titled Commodore Perry at the Battle of Lake Erie. This image is courtesy of ushistoryimages.com.



Instead, Perry fired a final broadside from his damaged ship, and 
ordered his men to row him to another American ship during the battle.

Perry won the Battle of Lake Erie. In 1865, artist William H. Powell (1823-1879) illustrated Perry's victory in a 
painting which now hangs in Ohio's state capitol. Eight years later, he created this larger version in a temporary 
studio in the U.S. Capitol. The work depicts the moment when Perry made his way from the U.S.S. Lawrence to 
the U.S.S. Niagara. Powell used actual sailors as models for the unknown oarsmen, and noted the diversity of 
Perry's crew by including an African-American, seated toward the right. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia 
C



Perry triumphantly reported: “We have met the enemy and they are ours.”

This painting shows Oliver Hazard Perry standing on front of a small boat after abandoning his flagship, the U.S.S. 
Lawrence at the Battle of Lake Erie. This image was created by Edward Percy Moran (1862-1935) in 1911. This 
image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



The victory forced the British to leave Detroit and made Perry a hero.

This image is a diagram of Fort Shelby, also known as Fort Detroit. This image was created circa 1922 for 
Clarence Monroe Burton’s book, The City of Detroit, Michigan, 1701-1922, Volume 2. It was published by the S.J. 
Clarke Publishing Company in 1922.



The Battle of Lake Erie cleared the way for an invasion of Canada.

This map shows the Northern Theatre of the War of 1812. This image was created by P.S. Burton. This image is 
courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



In the Battle of the Thames River, Americans defeated a smaller force of 
about 600 British and 1000 Native Americans led by Tecumseh.

Following Commodore Perry's success at Lake Erie, a U.S. force, commanded by Gen. William Henry Harrison, 
engaged British troops 75 miles east of Detroit. His command included a regiment of Kentucky Mounted Riflemen 
led by Col. Richard M. Johnson, made up of picked militia volunteers armed with long Kentucky rifles and 
tomahawks. The Kentucky troops scattered the enemy army -- British regulars, and Indians under Tecumseh. The 
Battle of the Thames (also known as Moraviantown in Upper Canada, October 5, 1813) was revenge for an earlier 
massacre of Kentucky militia on the River Raisin. Coupled with Perry's triumph, it ended a series of defeats and 
helped restore U.S. dominance in the northwest region.  This image titled “Remember the River Raisins!” was 
created by Ken Riley for the United States Army Heritage Series. This image is courtesy of ng.mil.



Tecumseh, who held the rank of brigadier general in the 
British army, was killed in the fighting.

Colonel Richard Mentor Johnson is shown shooting Tecumseh at the Battle of the Thames in Canada on October 
5, 1813. Richard M. Johnson became famous for this incident and was elected Vice President under the 8th

President, Martin Van Buren. This lithograph was created by Nathaniel Currier in 1843. This image is courtesy of 
the Library of Congress and of Wikimedia Commons.



By the spring of 1814, Britain and its allies had almost defeated Napoleon in Europe.

This image, Battle of Waterloo, depicts the victory of Great Britain and its allies over Napoleon on  June 18, 1815. 
It was painted by William Sadler (1782-1839). This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Britain was able to send thousands of its best troops to the United States.

This image is titled Soldiers Outside a Public House. Drinking right after morning inspection at 5:00 AM was 
common in the British Army. This image is from the Anne Sk Brown collection and warof1812.ca.
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On August 14, 1814, Americans were shocked when 
British troops captured Washington, D.C.

This image is titled Capture of the City of Washington, August 1814. This engraving is from The History of England 
by Paul de Rapin-Thoyras. It was created circa 1814. This image is courtesy of the Department of Defense and of 
Wikimedia Commons.



First Lady Dolley Madison is credited with saving many important 
papers along with a famous portrait of George Washington.

This image is titled Dolley Madison: Saving The Portrait of Washington. This image is courtesy of Benson J. 
Lossing’s Our Country. New York: Johnson and Bailey, 1895 and ushistoryimages.com..  



The portrait of George Washington still hangs in the East Room of the White House. 

This painting of George Washington, known as the Lansdowne Portrait, was completed in the fall of 1796 by 
Gilbert Stuart (1755-1828). The painting shows Washington at 64 years old renouncing a third term as U.S. 
President. The original is currently on permanent display at the National Portrait Gallery of the Smithsonian 
Institution. A copy, also painted by Gilbert Stuart, is in the East Room of the White House. The copy is the portrait 
saved by Dolley Madison and her servants. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



To avenge the burning of the Canadian capital of York 
(Toronto), the British set Washington on fire.

This image is titled Capture and Burning of Washington by the British, In 1814. This image was created in 1876. 
This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Here’s what the White House looked like after it was set on fire by the British.

"The burned-out shell of a once elegant and imposing house stands alone in the landscape. It is the White House 
as it looked following the conflagration of August 24, 1814, the low point of the War of 1812. The fire was the work 
of British troops, the first--and only--foreign army to invade the capital city of the United States.” This painting was 
created by George Munger circa 1814-1815. This image is courtesy of the White House Historical Association and 
of Wikimedia Commons.



Here’s what the Capitol looked like after it was set on fire 
by the British. Notice the middle of the structure is gone.

This drawing shows the ruins of the U.S. Capitol following British attempts to burn the building; includes fire 
damage to the Senate and House wings, damaged colonnade in the House of Representatives shored up with 
firewood to prevent its collapse, and the shell of the rotunda with the facade and roof missing.“ This painting was 
created by George Munger circa 1814. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress and of Wikimedia 
Commons.



Two popular songs came from the War of 1812, 
probably only one of which you know:

This image is courtesy of the Savannah-Chatham Public Schools at savannahtah.com.



American troops at Fort McHenry, who protected Baltimore and 
the harbor, held off a British bombardment for 25 hours.

This image is titled "A VIEW of the BOMBARDMENT of Fort McHenry, near Baltimore, by the British fleet taken 
from the Observatory under the Command of Admirals Cochrane & Cockburn on the morning of the 13th of Sept 
1814 which lasted 24 hours & thrown from 1500 to 1800 shells in the Night attempted to land by forcing a passage 
up the ferry branch but were repulsed with great loss.“ This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Francis Scott Key, a Washington lawyer, watched the fierce 
battle from the deck of a prisoner-of-war exchange ship.

Attorney Francis Scott Key witnessed the twenty-five hour bombardment of Fort McHenry from a British troopship 
anchored some four miles away. He had boarded the ship to negotiate the release of an American civilian 
imprisoned by the British, and had been detained aboard as the bombardment began. On September 14, 1814, as 
the dawn’s early light revealed a flag flying over the fort, Key exultantly began jotting down the lines of the song 
that became our national anthem.  This painting titled “The Star Spangled Banner” was created by Edward Percy 
Moran (1862-1935) in 1913. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress.



Key was so moved by what he saw that he scribbled a 
few lines of poetry on an envelope.

Francis Scott Key’s original manuscript copy of his “Star Spangled Banner” poem is now on display at the 
Maryland Historical Society. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Set to music, his poem later became our national anthem.

This image is a copy of the sheet music to “The Star Spangled Banner.” This image is courtesy of 
musicformusicteachers.com.



The other song, which we will be singing in class, was written in honor 
of the greatest victory for the Americans during the War of 1812.

This image of a piece of sheet music to the “Eighth of January” is courtesy of traditionalmusic.co.uk.



Late in 1814, British forces planned to invade the United 
States from the south, at New Orleans.

This image is a detail of the map from the de la Tour survey of 1720 as published in 1759, showing the New 
Orleans area with Lake Borgne, Lake Pontchartrain Basin, and lower Missisissippi River. This image is courtesy of 
Wikimedia Commons.



General Andrew Jackson and his army made up of backwoods men, 
pirates, and regular army soldiers was ready for them, however.

The Battle of New Orleans January 1815 by Henry Bryan Hall after a painting by William Momberger. This image 
is courtesy of the Department of Defense and Wikimedia Commons.



In the battle that followed, more than 2400 British soldiers were 
killed or wounded. American casualties were only about 333.

This painting shows General Andrew Jackson standing on the parapet of his makeshift defenses as his troops 
repulse attacking Highlanders. This painting was created by Edward Percy Moran (1862-1935) in 1910. This 
image is courtesy of the Library of Congress and Wikimedia Commons.



We’ll get back to the Battle of New Orleans later in class.

This image is titled The Battle of New Orleans. General Andrew Jackson is on horseback in the foreground 
commanding troops in battle against British troops commanded by General Pakenham, on January 8, 1815. Ships 
are in the background. This image was created circa 1890 by Kurz and Allison. This image is courtesy of the 
Library of Congress. 



Because communications were slow, neither side knew that more than two weeks 
earlier, the United States and Britain had signed a peace treaty in Ghent, Belgium.

The outcome of the Battle of New Orleans was meaningless because the war had already been settled before the 
Battle of New Orleans was fought. This painting is titled Signing of the Treaty of Ghent, Christmas Eve, 1814. 
British Admiral of the Fleet James Gambier is shaking hands with United States Ambassador to Russia John 
Quincy Adams; British Under-Secretary of State for War and the Colonies Henry Goulburn is carrying a red folder. 
This painting was created by Amedee Forestier in 1914. This image is courtesy of the Smithsonian Museum of 
American Art and Wikimedia Commons.



Near the end of the war, some New Englanders, most of whom were Federalists, talked 
of breaking away from the United States and forming their own “confederation.”

So during the war, when things were going badly, some New England states wanted to break away from the U.S. 
and form their own country (or rejoin the British Empire). They held a meeting called The Hartford Convention. 
This image by William Charles (1776-1820) attacks the Hartford Convention. This image is courtesy of the Library 
of Congress. 



After the Battle of New Orleans, and the Treaty of Ghent, 
the actions of those New Englanders looked foolish. 

Not much more was heard from the Federalist Party after the Hartford Convention.  This image, titled The Anti 
Annexation Procession, was created by James S. Baillie circa 1844. This image is courtesy of the Library of 
Congress.



The Treaty of Ghent ended the fighting but actually did not settle very much.

Both countries had the same land after the war that they had before the war. This image shows signatures on the 
Treaty of Ghent. John Quincy Adams is the fourth signature from the top. This image is courtesy of the Library of 
Congress. 



Americans did however, feel a new sense of patriotism 
and a strong national identity following the war.

The "WE OWE ALLEGIANCE TO NO CROWN" banner was a popular symbol of American pride for many years 
following the War of 1812. This image is courtesy of erepublik.com.
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The painting shows British frigate Macedonian, her masts and sails destroyed, being fired upon by the U.S. frigate 
United States during the War of 1812. This event occurred off the Canary Islands. It is titled, Capture of His H.B.M. 
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The Treaty of Ghent was signed in Belgium on 
December 24, 1814, and it took weeks for word of 

its signing to reach America.



On January 8, 1815, before those in America 
knew that the war was over, the most famous 

battle of the war was fought:





Andrew Jackson (from Tennessee) was the 
commander of United States’ forces during the 

Battle of New Orleans.



The British wanted to capture this very important 
port on the Mississippi River and near the Gulf of 

Mexico.



The British were led by Sir Edwin Packenham.



His soldiers who had defeated Napoleon in 
Europe, were considered to be the best soldiers 

in the world.



Andrew Jackson’s army was a mixture of different 
soldiers. He had some frontiersmen...



...and he had some “regular army 
soldiers.”



But that wasn’t enough. He needed 
more men.



So he recruited pirates (Jean LaFitte and his 
men), telling them if the U.S. won the battle, they 

would not be prosecuted for their crimes.



He also recruited slaves, telling them if the U.S. 
won the battle, they would be free.



Jackson positioned his men across the main road 
leading to New Orleans behind a big ditch.



He had his men pile dirt in front of their positions 
and also had them hide behind large cotton 

bales.



Jackson told his men not to fire until the British 
got very close. He wanted to make sure that his 

men would not miss.



The British had to cross open ground, along the 
Mississippi River, but they were very confident 
going up against this “rag tag” American army.



The British made charge after charge 
across the open ground.



The Americans kept shooting them down.



The British commander, Packenham was killed...



... and what was left of the British retreated back 
to the Gulf of Mexico.



The British suffered 2042 casualties (killed, wounded, 
missing, captured). 

This image is titled “Death of General Packenham at the Battle of New Orleans in 1815. This image is courtesy of 
travelphotobase.com.



The Americans suffered 333 casualties 
(killed, wounded, missing, captured). 



The Battle of New Orleans was a 
stunning American victory.



Word reached America the next month that 
the British had signed the peace treaty 

(Treaty of Ghent).



Many Americans assumed the British had given 
up because of their defeat at New Orleans.



Andrew Jackson (who was nicknamed “Old 
Hickory” because he was tough as a Hickory tree) 

became a national hero...



...and eventually he would be elected 
President of the United States because of 

his victory at New Orleans.



So the War of 1812, in which we 
were kicked out of Canada,



...and had our capital city burned...



...is considered by us to be an 
American victory...



...because we won the last battle (even 
though the war was officially over).



Patriotism throughout the United States greatly 
increased in the years immediately following the 

War of 1812.



As we said earlier, we are going to sing a 
song about the Battle of New Orleans.



We will pass the lyrics out to you now.





In 1814 we took a little trip...



Along with Colonel Jackson down 
the mighty Mississip...



We took a little bacon, and we took 
a little beans...



...and we caught the Bloody British 
near the town of New Orleans.



We fired our guns and the British kept 
a’comin.



There wasn’t nigh as many as there 
was a while ago.



We fired once more and they began 
to runnin’



On down the Mississippi to the Gulf of 
Mexico.



We looked down the river and we 
see’d the British come.



And there must of been a hundred 
of ‘em beatin’ on the drum.



They stepped so high and they 
made the bugles ring.



We stoody beside our cotton bales 
and didn’t say a thing.



We fired our guns and the British kept 
a’comin.



There wasn’t nigh as many as there 
was a while ago.



We fired once more and they began 
to runnin’



On down the Mississippi to the Gulf of 
Mexico.



Old Hickory said we could take ‘em 
by surprise



If we didn’t fire our muskets ‘til we looked 
‘em in the eye.



We held our fire ‘til we see’d their 
faces well.



Then we opened up our squirrel guns and 
we really gave ‘em... well...



We fired our guns and the British kept 
a’comin.



There wasn’t nigh as many as there 
was a while ago.



We fired once more and they began 
to runnin’



On down the Mississippi to the Gulf of 
Mexico.



Yeah they ran through the briars and they 
ran through the brambles...



...and they ran through the bushes where a 
rabbit couldn’t go...



They ran so fast that the hounds couldn’t 
catch ‘em...



On down the Mississippi to the Gulf of 
Mexico.



We fired our cannon ‘til the barrel 
melted down.



So we grabbed an alligator and we 
fought another round.



We filled his head with cannon 
balls, and powdered his behind...



...and when we touched the powder 
off, the gator lost his mind.



We fired our guns and the British kept 
a’comin.



There wasn’t nigh as many as there 
was a while ago.



We fired once more and they began 
to runnin’



On down the Mississippi to the Gulf of 
Mexico.



Yeah they ran through the briars and they 
ran through the brambles...



...and they ran through the bushes where a 
rabbit couldn’t go...



They ran so fast that the hounds couldn’t 
catch ‘em...



On down the Mississippi to the Gulf of 
Mexico.


	LEQ: What country did the United States fight in the War of 1812?�
	LEQ: What country did the United States fight in the War of 1812?�Great Britain
	The War of 1812�
	LEQ: What country did the United States fight in the War of 1812?�
	LEQ: What country did the United States fight in the War of 1812?�Great Britain
	When President James Madison sent his war message to Congress, he gave several reasons for declaring war.
	First, he accused the British government of acts “hostile to the United States as an independent and neutral nation.”
	Second, he declared that “our commerce has been plundered in every sea…” 
	Third, he blamed the British for frontier warfare with Native Americans.
	Problems faced by the Americans included the fact that the regular (full time) army had a small force of soldiers led by inexperienced officers.
	The American Navy was small, and the United States paid privateers, or armed ships owned by individuals to fight.
	Henry Clay, a War Hawk from Kentucky and Speaker of the House, bragged in Congress that the United States could easily win a war in Canada.
	Instead, the British left Canada, and captured Fort Detroit. The British held Ft. Detroit for more than a year.
	With victories such as this, the British at the beginning of the war, had control over much of the Northwest Territory.
	One famous sea battle during the War of 1812 was between the frigate U.S.S. Constitution, commanded by Isaac Hull, and the British ship H.M.S. Guerriere.
	The Constitution was constructed with wooden sides 21” inches thick, or three inches thicker than normal. 
	During a battle with H.M.S. Guerriere, many of the shots from the British ship bounced harmlessly off the Constitution’s hull.
	The Constitution’s crew, proud that the ship’s oak hull resisted British guns, called it “Old Ironsides.”
	The U.S.S. Constitution, or “Old Ironsides” is the oldest ship in the United States Navy.
	Today the U.S.S. Constitution is in dry dock in Boston Harbor.
	Tours aboard the U.S.S. Constitution are given by active duty United States Navy personnel.
	Oliver Hazard Perry, a young American naval officer, assembled a fleet of 10 small ships that daringly attacked British warships on Lake Erie.
	During the Battle of Lake Erie, Perry’s ship was badly damaged, and the British demanded that he surrender.
	Instead, Perry fired a final broadside from his damaged ship, and ordered his men to row him to another American ship during the battle.
	Perry triumphantly reported: “We have met the enemy and they are ours.”
	The victory forced the British to leave Detroit and made Perry a hero.
	The Battle of Lake Erie cleared the way for an invasion of Canada.
	In the Battle of the Thames River, Americans defeated a smaller force of about 600 British and 1000 Native Americans led by Tecumseh.
	Tecumseh, who held the rank of brigadier general in the British army, was killed in the fighting.
	By the spring of 1814, Britain and its allies had almost defeated Napoleon in Europe.
	Britain was able to send thousands of its best troops to the United States.
	LEQ: What country did the United States fight in the War of 1812?�
	LEQ: What country did the United States fight in the War of 1812?�Great Britain
	On August 14, 1814, Americans were shocked when British troops captured Washington, D.C.
	First Lady Dolley Madison is credited with saving many important papers along with a famous portrait of George Washington.
	The portrait of George Washington still hangs in the East Room of the White House. 
	To avenge the burning of the Canadian capital of York (Toronto), the British set Washington on fire.
	Here’s what the White House looked like after it was set on fire by the British.
	Here’s what the Capitol looked like after it was set on fire by the British. Notice the middle of the structure is gone.
	Two popular songs came from the War of 1812, probably only one of which you know:
	American troops at Fort McHenry, who protected Baltimore and the harbor, held off a British bombardment for 25 hours.
	Francis Scott Key, a Washington lawyer, watched the fierce battle from the deck of a prisoner-of-war exchange ship.
	Key was so moved by what he saw that he scribbled a few lines of poetry on an envelope.
	Set to music, his poem later became our national anthem.
	The other song, which we will be singing in class, was written in honor of the greatest victory for the Americans during the War of 1812.
	Late in 1814, British forces planned to invade the United States from the south, at New Orleans.
	General Andrew Jackson and his army made up of backwoods men, pirates, and regular army soldiers was ready for them, however.
	In the battle that followed, more than 2400 British soldiers were killed or wounded. American casualties were only about 333.
	We’ll get back to the Battle of New Orleans later in class.
	Because communications were slow, neither side knew that more than two weeks earlier, the United States and Britain had signed a peace treaty in Ghent, Belgium.
	Near the end of the war, some New Englanders, most of whom were Federalists, talked of breaking away from the United States and forming their own “confederation.”
	After the Battle of New Orleans, and the Treaty of Ghent, the actions of those New Englanders looked foolish. 
	The Treaty of Ghent ended the fighting but actually did not settle very much.
	Americans did however, feel a new sense of patriotism and a strong national identity following the war.
	LEQ: What country did the United States fight in the War of 1812?�
	LEQ: What country did the United States fight in the War of 1812?�Great Britain
	The Treaty of Ghent was signed in Belgium on December 24, 1814, and it took weeks for word of its signing to reach America.
	On January 8, 1815, before those in America knew that the war was over, the most famous battle of the war was fought:
	Slide Number 59
	Andrew Jackson (from Tennessee) was the commander of United States’ forces during the Battle of New Orleans.
	The British wanted to capture this very important port on the Mississippi River and near the Gulf of Mexico.
	The British were led by Sir Edwin Packenham.
	His soldiers who had defeated Napoleon in Europe, were considered to be the best soldiers in the world.
	Andrew Jackson’s army was a mixture of different soldiers. He had some frontiersmen...
	...and he had some “regular army soldiers.”
	But that wasn’t enough. He needed more men.
	So he recruited pirates (Jean LaFitte and his men), telling them if the U.S. won the battle, they would not be prosecuted for their crimes.
	He also recruited slaves, telling them if the U.S. won the battle, they would be free.
	Jackson positioned his men across the main road leading to New Orleans behind a big ditch.
	He had his men pile dirt in front of their positions and also had them hide behind large cotton bales.
	Jackson told his men not to fire until the British got very close. He wanted to make sure that his men would not miss.
	The British had to cross open ground, along the Mississippi River, but they were very confident going up against this “rag tag” American army.
	The British made charge after charge across the open ground.
	The Americans kept shooting them down.
	The British commander, Packenham was killed...
	... and what was left of the British retreated back to the Gulf of Mexico.
	The British suffered 2042 casualties (killed, wounded, missing, captured). 
	The Americans suffered 333 casualties (killed, wounded, missing, captured). 
	The Battle of New Orleans was a stunning American victory.
	Word reached America the next month that the British had signed the peace treaty (Treaty of Ghent).
	Many Americans assumed the British had given up because of their defeat at New Orleans.
	Andrew Jackson (who was nicknamed “Old Hickory” because he was tough as a Hickory tree) became a national hero...
	...and eventually he would be elected President of the United States because of his victory at New Orleans.
	So the War of 1812, in which we were kicked out of Canada,
	...and had our capital city burned...
	...is considered by us to be an American victory...
	...because we won the last battle (even though the war was officially over).
	Patriotism throughout the United States greatly increased in the years immediately following the War of 1812.
	As we said earlier, we are going to sing a song about the Battle of New Orleans.
	We will pass the lyrics out to you now.
	Slide Number 91
	In 1814 we took a little trip...
	Along with Colonel Jackson down the mighty Mississip...
	We took a little bacon, and we took a little beans...
	...and we caught the Bloody British near the town of New Orleans.
	We fired our guns and the British kept a’comin.
	There wasn’t nigh as many as there was a while ago.
	We fired once more and they began to runnin’
	On down the Mississippi to the Gulf of Mexico.
	We looked down the river and we see’d the British come.
	And there must of been a hundred of ‘em beatin’ on the drum.
	They stepped so high and they made the bugles ring.
	We stoody beside our cotton bales and didn’t say a thing.
	We fired our guns and the British kept a’comin.
	There wasn’t nigh as many as there was a while ago.
	We fired once more and they began to runnin’
	On down the Mississippi to the Gulf of Mexico.
	Old Hickory said we could take ‘em by surprise
	If we didn’t fire our muskets ‘til we looked ‘em in the eye.
	We held our fire ‘til we see’d their faces well.
	Then we opened up our squirrel guns and we really gave ‘em... well...
	We fired our guns and the British kept a’comin.
	There wasn’t nigh as many as there was a while ago.
	We fired once more and they began to runnin’
	On down the Mississippi to the Gulf of Mexico.
	Yeah they ran through the briars and they ran through the brambles...
	...and they ran through the bushes where a rabbit couldn’t go...
	They ran so fast that the hounds couldn’t catch ‘em...
	On down the Mississippi to the Gulf of Mexico.
	We fired our cannon ‘til the barrel melted down.
	So we grabbed an alligator and we fought another round.
	We filled his head with cannon balls, and powdered his behind...
	...and when we touched the powder off, the gator lost his mind.
	We fired our guns and the British kept a’comin.
	There wasn’t nigh as many as there was a while ago.
	We fired once more and they began to runnin’
	On down the Mississippi to the Gulf of Mexico.
	Yeah they ran through the briars and they ran through the brambles...
	...and they ran through the bushes where a rabbit couldn’t go...
	They ran so fast that the hounds couldn’t catch ‘em...
	On down the Mississippi to the Gulf of Mexico.

