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This image shows Texas General Samuel Houston at the Battle of San Jacinto. It is a detail from the painting titled
The Battle of San Jacinto which hangs in the Texas State Capitol. This painting was created in 1898 by Henry
Arthur McArdle (1836-1908). This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.
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In 1820 Texas included a handful of Americans and about 3000 Tejanos.
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Tejanos are people of Mexican herltage who conS|der Texas to be their home This image is courtesy of tamu.edu.










In the early 1800s, the Spaniards decided to offer large tracts of
land to empresarios— people who agreed to recruit settlers.

News of the offer caught the attention of Missouri businessman Moses Austin. This image shows Moses Austin
before he died in 1821. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



In exchange for the land along the Brazos River (highlighted here), Austin promised to bring 300 families to his
colony. Moses Austin died before he could organize his colony. His son, Stephen F. Austin, carried out his plans.






Mexico soon issued new land grants to Stephen F. Austin and extended the boundaries of his colony.



The Mexican government granted each settler in Texas large tracts of land.
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In exchange, the colonists promised to become citizens of Mexico, obey Mexico’s laws, and accept the Roman
Catholic faith. This image is titled “The Settlement of Austin’s Colony.” This image was created by Henry A.
McCardle (1836-1908) in1875. This image is courtesy of texas.gov.
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Stephen F. Austin did not Ikpople who lied, who used bad language, or who drank alcohol. He wanted only
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civilized and industrious” settlers for his new colony.



The colonists paid Austin 12 and a half cents an acre, which was a tenth of the cost of an average acre in the

United States during this time period. If a family declared themselves to be farmers, they would receive 177 acres.

If they declared themselves to be ranchers, they received 4428 acres. Many classified themselves as ranchers
just to acquire more land.
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By 1831, ten years after his father received the original land grant, about
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65 peopl lived in Austin’s colony.



The Mexican government used the empresario system to ensure loyalty from the settlers.
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Meanwhile thousands of United States’ settlers moved into Texas without Mexico’s permission. This is a detail
from a mural titled “ O Pioneers Democracy Finally Rests Upon Us, and Our Visions Sweep Through Eternity.” It
was created in 1939 by Peter Hurd as a Works Progress Administration (WPA) project. The mural hangs in Big

Springs, Texas Post Office. This image is courtesy of texasescapes.com.




Unlike Austin’s colonists, these new arrivals from the United States never
promised to uphold Mexican laws or to accept the Roman Catholic faith.
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This image shows the Constitution of the Mexican State of Chiapas. The
constitution was written in 1824. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.
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The cotton growéré dprotééted so vigorously that the government decided o permit slavey in Te;aé at least
temporarily. Slaveholders balked at the idea that the government might deprive them of their human “property.”
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The settlers from the Unite_d Sta:teé wanfeci td h_ave fhe same voice in government that they had enjoyed in the
United States. Mexican officials, however, insisted on tight political control.



By 1830
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more than five times as many Anglos, or United States settlers, lived in Texas as Tejanos.
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The Mexican government"worried that Texas would .be'cém pa of the United States unless the'A-merlcan‘row
of immigrants to Texas was halted. This image is titled “Map of the United States of Mexico.” This map was
created in 1847. This image is courtesy of sonofthesouth.net..
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The Mexican government also ordered the construction of five new army posts in Texas to enforce Mexican laws.



These actions by the Mexican government against the

m Anglo settlers.
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Many Anglos spoke about the need to defend their rights. A few even talked about splitting Texas off from
Coahuila, the Mexican state to which it belonged. This image shows delegates signing the Texas Declaration of
independence on March 2, 1836. This image is courtesy of markandlauren.org.




The petition listed reforms, or improvements, demanded by both Anglos and Tejanos.






Austin waited for months to present his petition to General Antonio Lopez
de Santa Anna (1794-1876), the new head of the Mexican government.
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When they finally met, Santa Anna inis‘ted ‘thatl"l'exas would not have a separate state government. This image is
courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



When the letter fell into government hands, Santa Anna threw Stepﬁen F. Afis-tin into prison. Austin was released

eight months later.



Many Texans now believed that the time had come to break away from Mexico.
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News of unre st in Texaereaohe Santa Anna In I\/Iexrco Crty

In October 1835 he ordered Mexrcan soldlers to seize a cannon at the Texas town of Gonzales When Mexroan
troops arrived, they faced dozens of Texas volunteers. This image is from a reenactment of the Battle of Gonzales,
on or near the spot where this incident occurred. This image is courtesy of alamosports.proboards.com.
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COME AND TAKE IT




Today many Texans consider the fight at Gonzales “The Lexington of Texas,” or the first battle in the Texas war for
independence.



Santa Anna ordered Mexican troops to o
Mexicans in San Antonio.
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After five days the Texans drove out the Mexicans. The Texas Revolution was becoming a very serious matter.



On March 2, 1836, Texans met at Washintn-o-the-Brazos.

At this meeting, they announced the creation of the Republic of Texas. They placed Sam Houston (1793-1863), a
former governor of Tennessee, in command of the army. This image was painted by Thomas Flintoff (1809-1892)
circa 1851.This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.






The Alamo leaders included three “Colonels.”

On the left is Jim Bowie, who came to Texas from Louisiana, The portrait was painted circa 1894 by George Peter
Alexander Healy (1818-1894). This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. In the center is William Travis who
came to Texas from Alabama. This image might have been created of Travis in 1835. This image is courtesy of
Wikimedia Commons. On the right is David “Davy” Crockett who came to Texas from Tennessee. Crockett’s
portrait was painted by Chester Harding (1792-1866) in 1834. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Colonel Jim Bowie was the highest ranking officer. He was well
known for using a large knife in fights, known as the Bowie Knife.

Jim Bowie (1796-1836) was born in Kentucky, but lived for a long time in Louisiana before coming to Texas. He
was a soldier, smuggler, slave trader, and land speculator, who married into a wealthy Mexican family. He had an
iliness, possibly tuberculosis, which left him bedridden at the Alamo. The portrait was painted circa 1894 by
George Peter Alexander Healy (1818-1894). Both images are courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Lieutenant Colonel William Travis was a lawyer who had left his
pregnant wife and child in Alabama to come to Texas.

William Travis (1802-1836) was not well liked by the men in the Alamo. He took command of the garrison after
Colonel Jim Bowie was too ill to perform his duties. Travis is most famous for writing a letter from the Alamo
addressed “To the People of Texas and All Americans in the World” in which he asked for reinforcements, and
stated the he would not surrender or retreat. On the outside of the envelope delivering his message were the
words “Victory or Death.” This image on the left might have been created of Travis in 1835. This image is courtesy
of Wikimedia Commons. The image on the right shows Travis writing his letter “To the People of Texas and All
Americans in the World.” The image on the right is courtesy of thealamo.org.



Colonel David “Davy” Crockett was well known for his tall tales and his
ability as a hunter. He had recently lost his seat in the U.S. Congress.
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David Crockett (1786-1836) was the most famous person in the Alamo. He was from Tennessee, and later
became known as the “King of the Wild Frontier.” Stage plays about his life helped him to be elected to Congress.
His opposition to the Indian Removal policies of President Andrew Jackson eventually led to his defeat during the
1835 election. He then decided to make his fortune in Texas, and arrived at the Alamo on February 8, 1836. The
portrait on the left was painted by Chester Harding (1792-1866) in 1834. The portrait on the right was painted by
John Gadsby Chapman (1808-1889). Both images are courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.
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Defenders inside the Alamo were exhausted, but held out, and attemp'tué'd to send messages to Sam Houston and
other Texas soldiers to come to their aid.



The Mexican infantry attacked the Alamo in different groups flrst from the northwest then from the north. Later
they attacked from the northeast and the south. The Mexicans knew there were not enough defenders in the
Alamo to man all the positions, and they wanted them to move around and not be in a set position.



The fighting became hand to hand in many instances.



Lieutenant Colonel William Travis was one of the first defenders
killed as he fired at Mexicans fro_rp the north wall.
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William Travis (1802-1836)

is most famous for writing a letter from the Alamo addressed “To the People of Texas
and All Americans in the World” in which he asked for reinforcements, and stated the he would not surrender or
retreat. On the outside of the envelope delivering his message were the words “Victory or Death.” This image is
titled “The Death of Travis.”This image is courtesy of theconservativetreehouse.com.




Colonel Jim Bowie was killed in his bed. It is believed he emptied
his pistols into the Mexicans who sabbed im with their bayonets.
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Jim Bowie (1796-1836) was born in Kentucky, but lived for a long time in Louisiana before coming to Texas. He
was a soldier, smuggler, slave trader, and land speculator, who married into a wealthy Mexican family. He had an
illness, possibly tuberculosis, which left him bedridden at the Alamo. This image shows Madam Candelaria
attempting to shield Jim Bowie from Mexican bayonets. This image is courtesy of johnwayne-thealamo.com.



The fate of Davy Crockett is debated. Some accounts say he died in the fighting.
Others say that he Lwas captured and was executed whllebeggmg for his life.
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David Crockett (1786 1836) was the most famous person in the Alamo. He was from Tennessee and later
became known as the “King of the Wild Frontier.” Stage plays about his life helped him to be elected to Congress.
His opposition to the Indian Removal policies of President Andrew Jackson eventually led to his defeat during the
1835 election. He then decided to make his fortune in Texas, and arrived at the Alamo on February 8, 1836. This
image is titled “The Fall of the Alamo.” This image was created in 1903 by Robert Jenkins Onderdonk. This image

is courtesy of latinamericanstudies.org.



By 9:00 AM all of the Alamo defenders had been killed because the Mexicans would not allow them
to surrender. Santa Anna allowed thewom_e, children, and slaves to be free to leave the Alamo.
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Since most of the male defenders had been killed (some had left as messengers before the final attack), the most
reliable accounts of what happened in the Alamo came from the women and the male slaves who lived to tell the
story. This image is courtesy of tamu.edu.



The fight at the Alamo angered and inspired Texans.

To learn firsthand about the Alamo, Sam Houston met with Susanna Dickinson (1814-1883), one of the survivors,
in Gonzales. After hearing Dickinson’s account of the final battle, Houston vowed to prevent other Alamos. This
image is courtesy of the Texas State Library and Archives.



i, =y i

James Fannin (1804-1836), however, waited several days before obeying the order.
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After a short fight near Goliad, Fannin surrendered his force.
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others fell before Mexican firing squads.
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Some prisoners escaped, bu




News of events at the Alamo and Goliad spread quickly among Texans.

Approximately 1400 volunteers rushed to join Sam Houston, who did not strike immediately. He took time to build
an army. He used spies to help him keep track of the movements of the Mexican army. These uniforms were not
used by the Republic of Texas Army in 1836. These uniforms were issued to the Grand Army of Texas in 1845.
This image is courtesy of forum.paradoxplaza.com.



Houston moved his troops onto the prairie just west of the San Jacinto River.
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At that moment, Houston ordered the attack.




The Texans are attacking from left to right.
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The Battle of San Jacinto was the decisive battle of the Texas Revolution.
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Hundreds of Mexican soldiers were wounded or captured.



Mexican soldiers shot two horses from under Sam Houston
before a musket ball finally shattered his ankle.

This image shows Texas General Samuel Houston at the Battle of San Jacinto. It is a detail from the painting titled

The Battle of San Jacinto which hangs in the Texas State Capitol. This painting was created in 1898 by Henry
Arthur McArdle (1836-1908). This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.




When the battle ended, only
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This is a detail from the painting titled The Battle of San Jacinto which hangs in the Texas State Capitol. This
painting was created in 1898 by Henry Arthur McArdle (1836-1908). This image is courtesy
warfarehistorianblogspot.com.



Santa Anna escaped during the battle, but he was found the next day
in a Private’s uniform, hiding in a marshy area.
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Santa Anna’s identity was verified when he was brought in as a prisoner, and other Mexican soldiers kept saluting
him. This image shows Santa Anna before General Sam Houston, who is laying down because of a wound that he
received during the battle. This image is titled “Surrender of Santa Anna,” and it hangs in the Texas State Capitol.
This image was created by William Henry Huddle (1847-1892) in 1886. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia
Commons.




The war for Texas Independence was over.
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On May 14 Texans forced Santa Anna to sign a peace treaty. He also signed a secret treaty promising to support

Texas independence. The treaties were called the Treaties of Velasco. This is an image of the “Public Treaty.” This
image is courtesy of the Texas State Library and Archives.
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	The Texas Revolution
	�LEQ: From what country did Texas gain its independence?��
	�LEQ: From what country did Texas gain its independence?�Mexico�
	In 1820 Texas included a handful of Americans and about 3000 Tejanos.
	� � �At first, most of Texas belonged to Native Americans-- Comanche, Apache, and others—who fiercely resisted colonial settlement. ���
	� � � Spanish officials, who controlled Texas, believed they might lose control of Texas unless they lured more settlers into the territory. ���
	In the early 1800s, the Spaniards decided to offer large tracts of land to empresarios– people who agreed to recruit settlers.
	� � �In 1821 Austin convinced the Spanish government to give him a huge tract of land along the Brazos River. ���
	� � �Stephen F. Austin established the first Texas colonial settlements along the Brazos and the Colorado Rivers. ���
	About this time, Mexico won its independence from Spain.
	The Mexican government granted each settler in Texas large tracts of land.
	Stephen F. Austin chose his first group of settlers carefully.
	 Austin issued land titles to almost 300 families.
	Although other empresarios founded other colonies, Austin’s settlement proved to be the most successful.
	The Mexican government used the empresario system to ensure loyalty from the settlers.
	 Unlike Austin’s colonists, these new arrivals from the United States never promised to uphold Mexican laws or to accept the Roman Catholic faith.
	Colonists on the Brazos River were using slaves to grow cotton in 1829 when the Mexican government prohibited slavery.  
	Settlers from the United States also had quarrels with the form of government in Mexico.
	By 1830 more than five times as many Anglos, or United States settlers, lived in Texas as Tejanos.
	Eventually the Mexican Congress banned further “Anglo” immigration.
	These actions by the Mexican government against the Americans brought furious protests from Anglo settlers. 
	Stephen F. Austin traveled to Mexico city with a petition.
	The reforms in Austin’s petition included repeal of the ban against immigration and creation of a separate Texas state.
	Austin waited for months to present his petition to General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna (1794-1876), the new head of the Mexican government.
	� Austin wrote a letter urging Texans to go ahead with breaking away from Mexico and forming their own country. �
	� �However, by this time, Santa Anna had suspended the Mexican constitution and assumed the powers of a dictator.��
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	�LEQ: From what country did Texas gain its independence?�Mexico�
	News of unrest in Texas reached Santa Anna in Mexico City.
	� �Over the cannon, the Texans in Gonzales had defiantly hung a flag that read “Come and Take It.”��
	� � After a brief skirmish, the Mexican soldiers left without the cannon. ��
	� Santa Anna did not intend to surrender Texas without a fight. �
	In early December of 1835, hundreds of Texas volunteers attacked the Mexican Army in San Antonio. 
	On March 2, 1836, Texans met at Washington-on-the-Brazos.
	� Meanwhile, in San Antonio, less than 200 Texas soldiers took cover in and defended an empty mission called the Alamo. �
	The Alamo leaders included three “Colonels.”
	Colonel Jim Bowie was the highest ranking officer. He was well known for using a large knife in fights, known as the Bowie Knife.
	Lieutenant Colonel William Travis was a lawyer who had left his pregnant wife and child in Alabama to come to Texas.
	Colonel David “Davy” Crockett was well known for his tall tales and his ability as a hunter. He had recently lost his seat in the U.S. Congress.
	� � Santa Anna’s forces surrounded the Alamo, and for 12 days used their cannon to send cannon balls into the mission.��
	� Finally, on March 6, 1836, Santa Anna ordered an all-out attack.�
	Eventually, Mexican soldiers swarmed over the walls of the Alamo.
	Lieutenant Colonel William Travis was one of the first defenders killed as he fired at Mexicans from the north wall.
	Colonel Jim Bowie was killed in his bed. It is believed he emptied his pistols into the Mexicans who stabbed him with their bayonets.
	The fate of Davy Crockett is debated. Some accounts say he died in the fighting. Others say that he was captured and was executed while begging for his life. 
	By 9:00 AM all of the Alamo defenders had been killed because the Mexicans would not allow them to surrender. Santa Anna allowed the women, children, and slaves to be free to leave the Alamo.
	The fight at the Alamo angered and inspired Texans.
	 General Sam Houston sent word to one of his commanders, James Fannin, to abandon a fort in Goliad, Texas.
	� When Fannin finally led troops from Goliad, they ran into a Mexican army on the Texas prairie. �
	A week later, the Mexicans began to execute the prisoners.
	News of events at the Alamo and Goliad spread quickly among Texans.
	In April 1836, instead of constantly retreating, Sam Houston turned his army around and decided to strike.
	� �� On April 21, 1836 the Mexican soldiers settled down for an afternoon siesta or nap beside the San Jacinto River.���
	� ��Texas volunteers raced into battle, screaming “Remember the Alamo” and “Remember Goliad!” ���
	� ���� The Battle of San Jacinto lasted only 18 minutes.�����
	� ��� More than 600 Mexican soldiers died.�����
	Mexican soldiers shot two horses from under Sam Houston before a musket ball finally shattered his ankle.
	� When the battle ended, only nine Texans had died. �
	Santa Anna escaped during the battle, but he was found the next day in a Private’s uniform, hiding in a marshy area.
	The war for Texas Independence was over. 
	� In September 1836, Texans elected Sam Houston president of a new independent nation—the Republic of Texas. �
	�LEQ: From what country did Texas gain its independence?��
	�LEQ: From what country did Texas gain its independence?�Mexico�
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