
LEQ: Where was the first battle of the American Revolution?

Amos Doolittle (1754-1832) was an American engraver and silversmith who visited the sites of Lexington and 
Concord. He also interviewed eyewitnesses to the battles. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.
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Amos Doolittle (1754-1832) was an American engraver and silversmith who visited the sites of Lexington and 
Concord. He also interviewed eyewitnesses to the battles. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



The American Revolution Begins Basics

Some events that occurred in the American Revolution included clockwise from top left to right: Battle of Bunker 
Hill, the death of General Montgomery at the Battle of Quebec, the Battle of Cowpens, and the Battle of Cape St. 
Vincent. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



The American Revolution Begins
Vocabulary

This image is from wordinfo.info.



Laws passed by Great Britain to punish colonists for the Boston Tea Party.

The Intolerable Acts were also known as the Coercive Acts. “The Destruction of Tea at Boston Harbor” was 
painted in 1846 by Nathanial Currier. It depicts some colonists disguised as Native Americans. This image is 
courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Intolerable Acts
Laws passed by Great Britain to punish colonists for the Boston Tea Party.

The Intolerable Acts were also known as the Coercive Acts. “The Destruction of Tea at Boston Harbor” was 
painted in 1846 by Nathanial Currier. It depicts some colonists disguised as Native Americans. This image is 
courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



One of the Intolerable Acts closed the Port of Boston until 
payment was made for the tea thrown into Boston Harbor.

This image is titled “A View of the Town of Boston With Several Ships of War in the Harbour.” This image is 
courtesy of allposters.com.



The first meeting of representatives from every colony, except Georgia, 
in September 1774 to discuss common concerns.

This image, titled “The First Continental Congress, 1774” was painted by Allyn Cox between 1973 and 1974. This 
image is displayed in the United States Capitol. This image is courtesy of the Architect of the Capitol.



First Continental Congress
The first meeting of representatives from every colony, except Georgia, 

in September 1774 to discuss common concerns.

This image, titled “The First Continental Congress, 1774” was painted by Allyn Cox between 1973 and 1974. This 
image is displayed in the United States Capitol. This image is courtesy of the Architect of the Capitol.



The delegates of the First Continental Congress issued a statement 
that they were entitled to “life, liberty, and property.”

This image by French engraver Francois Godefroy (1743?-1819) is titled “Premiere Assemblee du Congres.” It 
depicts the First Continental Congress in Carpenter’s Hall, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in September, 1774. This 
image is courtesy of the Library of Congress.



A group of citizens declared by law to be called to military service and 
trained as soldiers to fight in emergencies.

This painting shows a group of militiamen in Salem, Massachusetts in 1637. This image, titled “The First Muster,” 
was painted by Don Troiani for the National Guard Heritage series. This image is courtesy of the United States 
Army.



Militia
A group of citizens declared by law to be called to military service and 

trained as soldiers to fight in emergencies.

This painting shows a group of militiamen in Salem, Massachusetts in 1637. This image, titled “The First Muster,” 
was painted by Don Troiani for the National Guard Heritage series. This image is courtesy of the United States 
Army.



Early American colonists believed that the militia was an important part 
of colonial society that provided pubic safety and defense.

Soldiers during colonial times were taught to fight in lines because their weapons were not accurate over long 
distances. Men were grouped together to use mass firepower. This image of a colonial militia is courtesy of 
Colonial Williamsburg.



Militiamen who could be ready to fight at a moment’s notice during the American Revolution.

Minute men were the “first responders” of their day and would show up before the rest of the militia. “The Minute 
Man” is a statue by Daniel Chester French (1850-1931) erected by the North Bridge in Concord, Massachusetts in 
1875. This image was taken by Robert Housch on August 10, 2016.



Minutemen
Militiamen who could be ready to fight at a moment’s notice during the American Revolution.

Minute men were the “first responders” of their day and would show up before the rest of the militia. “The Minute 
Man” is a statue by Daniel Chester French (1850-1931) erected by the North Bridge in Concord, Massachusetts in 
1875. This image was taken by Robert Housch on August 10, 2016.



At Concord, Massachusetts, at approximately 2:00 AM on April 19, 1775, 
Minutemen turned out and were ready before the local militia.

Approximately 400 minutemen and militia were present at the Battle of North Bridge at Concord, Massachusetts, 
which began around 9:30 AM. This image was taken by Robert Housch at the North Bridge Visitors Center on 
August 10, 2016.



The second meeting, this time of all 13 colonies, in May 1775 to appoint a 
military leader and to raise an army.

The Second Continental Congress convened in Philadelphia with approximately 50 members, but each colony 
had only one vote. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress.



Second Continental Congress
The second meeting, this time of all 13 colonies, in May 1775 to appoint a 

military leader and to raise an army.

The Second Continental Congress convened in Philadelphia with approximately 50 members, but each colony 
had only one vote. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress.



The Second Continental Congress met in the Pennsylvania State House, 
now known as Independence Hall, in Philadelphia.

The Second Continental Congress met in the bottom floor, the last three windows in the left side of the structure, 
on May 10, 1775. This photograph was taken by Robert Housch, facing southwest on July 30, 2009.



A person whose occupation is to turn the skin of an animal into leather.

This image shows a tanning operation in Europe during the 1700s. This image is courtesy of instructables.com.



Tanner
A person whose occupation is to turn the skin of an animal into leather.

This image shows a tanning operation in Europe during the 1700s. This image is courtesy of instructables.com.



To make leather, a tanner would soak the animal skin in a hot liquid 
which contained the bark of a tree, such as an oak or a hemlock.

The bark would be chopped up before being placed into the liquid which also contained wood ash. Today many 
people substitute leaves instead of bark. This image is courtesy of merchantandmakers.com.



The American Revolution Begins
People to Meet

American colonists confront British soldiers in a painting by E. Percy Moran (1862-1935) titled “The First 
Resistance.” This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress.



Boston silversmith and member of the Sons of Liberty who was one of many who rode to alert the 
militia that the British army was leaving Boston and marching towards Concord, Massachusetts.

This portrait of Paul Revere (1734-1818), who was a Master Silversmith, shows him holding one of his creations. 
This painting was created by John Singleton Copley (1738-1815) in 1768. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons.



Paul Revere
Boston silversmith and member of the Sons of Liberty who was one of many who rode to alert the 
militia that the British army was leaving Boston and marching towards Concord, Massachusetts.

This portrait of Paul Revere (1734-1818), who was a Master Silversmith, shows him holding one of his creations. 
This painting was created by John Singleton Copley (1738-1815) in 1768. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons.



Boston tanner and member of the Sons of Liberty who rode to alert Samuel Adams and John Hancock 
that the British army was leaving Boston, was marching towards them, and might capture them.

This portrait of William Dawes (1745-1799), who took the southern “land” route out of Boston to warn Adams and 
Hancock, was painted by John Johnston (1753-1818) circa 1790. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



William Dawes
Boston tanner and member of the Sons of Liberty who rode to alert Samuel Adams and John Hancock 

that the British army was leaving Boston, was marching towards them, and might capture them.

This portrait of William Dawes (1745-1799), who took the southern “land” route out of Boston to warn Adams and 
Hancock, was painted by John Johnston (1753-1818) circa 1790. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Boston merchant and one of the richest men in the American colonies. He 
served as the president of the Second Continental Congress. 

This portrait of John Hancock (1737-1793) was created by John Singleton Copley (1738-1815) in circa 1771. This 
image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



John Hancock
Boston merchant and one of the richest men in the American colonies. He 

served as the president of the Second Continental Congress. 

This portrait of John Hancock (1737-1793) was created by John Singleton Copley (1738-1815) in circa 1771. This 
image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



He was a Virginia planter who was appointed by the Second Continental 
Congress as the commander of the Continental Army.

This image shows George Washington accepting his commission as Commander in Chief of the Continental Army 
from the Second Continental Congress. This image was painted in 1876 by Currier and Ives and is courtesy of the 
Library of Congress.



George Washington
He was a Virginia planter who was appointed by the Second Continental 

Congress as the commander of the Continental Army.

This image shows George Washington accepting his commission as Commander in Chief of the Continental Army 
from the Second Continental Congress. This image was painted in 1876 by Currier and Ives and is courtesy of the 
Library of Congress.



The American Revolution Begins
Maps

This map is oriented to the north, or is facing in the direction of north. Boston is on the far right or east. Concord is 
on the far left or west. It is approximately 20 miles from Boston to Concord. This image is courtesy of the National 
Park Service.



Massachusetts
Find Massachusetts on this map of the 50 States of the United States. 

This image shows the 50 States of the United States. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Massachusetts
Find Massachusetts on this map of the 50 States of the United States. 

Massachusetts is now colored red. On February 6, 1788, Massachusetts became the 6th State. This image shows the 50 
States of the United States. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Boston
Find Boston on this map of the 50 States of the United States. 

This image shows the 50 States of the United States. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Boston
Find Boston on this map of the 50 States of the United States. 

Boston is now colored red. This image shows the 50 States of the United States. This image is courtesy of the University of 
Texas.



Lexington, Massachusetts
Find Lexington on this map of the 50 States of the United States. 

This image shows the 50 States of the United States. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Lexington, Massachusetts
Find Lexington on this map of the 50 States of the United States. 

Lexington is now marked by a red dot and word “Lexington.” This image shows the 50 States of the United States. This 
image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Concord, Massachusetts
Find Concord on this map of the 50 States of the United States. 

This image shows the 50 States of the United States. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Concord, Massachusetts
Find Concord on this map of the 50 States of the United States. 

Concord is now marked by a red dot and the word “Concord.” This image shows the 50 States of the United States. This 
image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Boston, Lexington, and Concord
Find Boston, Lexington, and Concord on this map of Massachusetts. 

Boston is the largest city in Massachusetts, and is the capital of Massachusetts. The image is courtesy of 
mhamemberlodge.com.



Boston, Lexington, and Concord
Find Boston, Lexington, and Concord on this map of Massachusetts. 

The three Massachusetts towns or cities shown on this map are Boston, Lexington and Concord. The image is courtesy of 
mhamemberlodge.com.
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Amos Doolittle (1754-1832) was an American engraver and silversmith who visited the sites of Lexington and 
Concord. He also interviewed eyewitnesses to the battles. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.
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