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Near the close of the Civil War, the federal government
turned its attention to restoring the Union.

Readmitting the Southern states proved difficult. The President and Congress had different opinions about the
best way to deal with the defeated South. The dome of the U.S. Capitol was unfinished when President Lincoln
was inaugurated in 1861. The photograph of Abraham Lincoln was taken by Alexander Gardner on November 8,
1863. This image of the Capitol Dome and the image of Abraham Lincoln are courtesy of the Library of Congress.
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States and towns had to reestablish their governments.

b '_“' - N - }

This image shows the areaof Richmond, Virginia which was burned as the Confederates abandoned the city at
the end of the Civil War. The Confederate Capitol building, which is the Virginia State Capitol, is on the hill in the
background, across the James River. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress.






In the 12-year period following the Civil war, known as Reconstruction,
Americans struggled to rebuild the South and to reunite their war-torn nation.
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THE RAIL SPLITTER" AT WORK REPAIRING THE UNION.

This political cartoon, “The Rail-Splitter Repairing the Union,” shows Vice President Andrew Johnson and
President Abraham Lincoln. Johnson is attempting to stitch back together the map of the United States. President
Lincoln is using a split rail to position the globe. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress.






Reconstructlon In the South Iasted from 1865 to 1877

This painting shows a former slave owner visiting her former slaves. This image, titled A Visit from the Old
Mistress was created in 1876 by Winslow Homer (1836-1910). This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.







Lincoln and the Congress frequently clashed over plans for the South.
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Some people believed the South should be punished. Lincoln thought that he needed to restore the Union gently.
He wanted the Southern states to rejoin the Union as quickly as possible. This image titled The Peacemakers,
was created by George Peter Alexander Healy (1818-1894) circa 1868. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia
Commons.
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This amnesty applied to everyone except a few high-ranking Confederate officials.




Congress would then readmit the state to the Union. Lincoln believed that once the new government began to
function, the spirit of loyalty to the Union would spread throughout the state.




They had applied for admission by 1864, but Congress refused to seat the newly elected representatives from
these states.




Under the Constitution, only Congress had the power to
admit territories or states to the Union.
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Therefore, Congress believed that the legislative branch, not the President, should control Reconstruction. This
image shows the United States Capitol Dome under construction circa 1865. This image is courtesy of the
Architect of the Capitol.






Lincoln’s plan, however, did not force the Southern states to give full citizenship to African Americans.



Some Republican members of Congress, along with other Northerners, wanted to punish
the rebellrous Southern states and destroy aII Southern economic and polltlcal power
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This image of Pennsylvanra Congressman Thaddeus Stevens appeared in Harpers Weekly on March 21, 1868.
This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.






The Radicals considered Lincoln’s Reconstruction plan to be too mild.



Congress ignhored the President’s Reconstruction plan, and Congress
passed its own tough Reconstruction law in July, 1864.
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This image of the unfinishefd United States Capitol ws_takén_ circa 186é.THi1s; im;g-e_ ié Edurtééy of the Library of
Congress.
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majority

Lincoln’s plan only required 10% of the electorate, not a majority, and he did not require the states to abolish
slavery, because he was supporting the passage of a constitutional amendment to abolish slavery.
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Again, Congress’ plan differed from Lincoln’s plan. He didn’t require a majority to call a convention to talk about
their new government. He only required 10% to set up a state government.



Under Congress’ plan, delegates to the state conventions would be elected by those who took an
“ironclad oath” swearing that they had never willingly aided or fought for the Confederacy.
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Few white Southerners could make this claim. The bill made it almost impossible for Southerners to shape new
state governments. This is a page for a Reconstruction Registration Oath Book for the State of Georgia. This
image is courtesy of civilwartalk.com.



Lincoln refused to sign Congress’ bill because he considered it to be too harsh.

Lincoln used a pocket veto to let Congress’ bill die and to not become law. A pocket veto is the President’s power
to kill a bill by not signing it for 10 days, when Congress is not in session. This image of Abraham Lincoln (1809-
1865) was created by George Peter Alexander Healy (1818-1894) in 1869. This image is courtesy of the White
House Historical Association.
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Lincoln wanted to be sure that slavery would never divide the nation again.

He worried that the courts might declare the Emancipation Proclamation unconstitutional. In April 1864 the Senate
approved the Thirteenth Amendment, which abolished slavery, but the House of Representatives rejected it. This
image of the Thirteenth Amendment has the signature of approval of Abraham Lincoln, given on February 1, 1865.

This image is courtesy of the National Archives.
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Following his decisive victory in the November, 1864 election, Lincoln
urged the House to pass the Thirteenth Amendment.
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During the 1864 election, Lincoln had 212 electoral votes and George McClellan had 21 electoral votes. This
image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.
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When Republicans in the House heard the results, they jumped to their feet and cheeréd.






The states quickly ratified the 13t amendment, and it became law in December 1865.

The institution that had divided and tormented the nation existed no more. The states in dark blue ratified the
amendment by 1865. The states in green ratified the amendment from 1865-1870. The states in pink/purple at first
rejected the amendment, but ratified it from 1866-1995. Mississippi was the last state to ratify the amendment, in
1995, but it was never sent to the Federal Register and made official. This error was not realized until after the
release of Stephen Spielberg's Lincoln movie in 2013. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



In 1864 Abraham Lincoln became the first President
since Andrew Jackson to win a second term in office.

Lincoln welcomed the chance to end the conflict for which many Southerners blamed him. Extending the olive
branch is a symbol of peace. This image is courtesy of redbubble.com.



On March 4, 1865, dark clouds hung over the Capitol as
Lincoln arrived to take the

oath of office.

When Linoln rose to peak, the clouds parted and the sun shone riefly. In the crowd waite many well-known
people, including the abolitionist editor Frederick Douglass and the dashing young actor John Wilkes Booth. This
Image is courtesy of the Library of Congress.




John Wilkes Booth attended Lincoln’s inauguration, but historians
differ on which figure he is in photographs take of the crowd.
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John Wilkes Booth later told a friend, Samuel Knapp Chester, “What an excellent chance | had to kill the
President, if | had wished, on inauguration-day.” This quote has lead historians to believe that Booth was close to
Lincoln that day, and they began to look for him in the photographs taken of the inauguration. The arrow points to
a man that some historians think was Booth. This image is courtesy of boothiebarn.com.



In his Second Inaugural Address Lincoln shared his
- thoughts about the meaning of the war.
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Here is another estimate of which
figure is John Wilkes Booth. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Finally Lincoln concluded: With malice (evil intent) toward none; with charity for all;...
let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation’s wounds...”
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“...to do all which may achieve and cherish a just and a lasting peace, among ourselves, and with all nations.”
This image shows African American soldiers lined up at President Lincoln’s second inauguration. This image is
courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.
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Frederick Douglass tried to join them at the White House, but police barred him because he was African American.



As soon as Lincoln heard that Douglass was not allowed to enter
~ the White House, he invited him inside.
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Lincoln shook Douglass’ hand and said, “I saw you in the crowd today listening to my address.” This image does
not show Frederick Douglass meeting at the White House. They are meeting at the Presidential cottage. This
image , by William Edouard Scott, is titled Frederick Douglass Appealing to President Lincoln. This image is

courtesy of lincolncottage.org.
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“Mr. Lincoln, it was a sacred effort,” Douglass said. “I am glad you liked it,” Lincoln replied.



This picture might be the last photograph to show Abraham Lincoln alive. It was taken in front of the White House
on March 6, 1865 by Henry F. Warren.



The person standing to the left of the white pedestals that created an entrance gate to
the White House could be President Lincoln. He is the right height.
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If this is Abraham Lincoln, and there were pictures taken of Lincoln by Warren outside the White House on this
day, March 6, 1865, then this was the first photograph taken of a President in front of the White House. This image

Is courtesy of awsometalks.wordpress.com.



A month after his inauguration, on April 14, 1865, Lincoln and his wife relaxed by
attending the play Our American Cousin at Ford’s Theater in Washington, D.C.
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This photograph shows Ford’s Theater in April, 1865 after the assassination. Black mourning crepe is visible as
are armed soldiers in front of the theater. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress.



Mrs. Lincoln sits to the left of the President. To the left of Mrs. Lincoln is Miss Clara Harris. In the blue uniform is
Major Henry Rathbone, the fiancé of Clara Harris. Booth stabbed Rathbone with the knife in Booth’s left hand.



As Booth jumped down to the stage, his spur caught in a flag in the presidential box,
and he broke his ankle. He raised a dagger and stated “Sic Semper Tyrannis!”
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This Latin phrase means, “Thus Always to Tyrants,” and is the motto for the State of Virginia. At first the audience
was stunned. Two doctors rushed into the box and tried to revive the President. This image is courtesy of the

Library of Congress.
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Government officials and military officers crowded into the small bedroom.

With Lincoln’s wife and son, they watched and grieved through the night. The room in which Lincoln died not was
large enough to accommodate Lincoln and 47 mourners. It was a small bedroom rented by William Clark, a Union
soldier who was out for the evening. This painting was created by Alonzo Chappel (1828-1887). These individuals

may have come in and out of the room at various times during the nine hours that Lincoln lay unconscious. This
Image is courtesy of americangallery.wordpress.com.










Some Radical Republicans viewed Lincoln’s death with relief.
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This image shows an Abraham Lincoln funeral ceremony in the East Room of the White House. Although the artist
placed Mrs. Lincoln in the picture, she did not attend this ceremony, which took place on April 19, 1865. This

image was drawn for the May 6, 1865 edition of Harpers Weekly. This image is courtesy of whitehousehistory.org.
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Millions of people paid their respects on the train’s long

President Lincoln was one of the final casualties of the war. The burial took place at Oak Ridge Cemetery in
Springfield, lllinois, on May 4, 1864. His son, Willie, who had died in Washington, D.C. in 1862 was buried beside
the President in this tomb. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress.
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Look at the Harpers Weekly “Magazine” for Saturday April 29, 1865.
President Abraham Lincoln has been assassinated by John Wilkes Booth!

On page 1 look at the picture and article, and read what they
say about John Wilkes Booth. (Start reading the article at the
bottom left where the paragraph begins, “He was the third
son born in America...”)

The article about Booth continues on Page 2, the far left
column.

On Page 3, third column from the left, look at the article titled:
“*A Suggestion for a Monument.”

Also on Page 3 look at the Diagram of the area where Lincoln
was sitting when he was assassinated.

On page 4 look at the images.

On Pages 8-9 Look at the images.

On Page 14 look for the small advertisement of pictures that
someone is selling of John Wilkes Booth.
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