
LEQ: Who were the Federalist Party Presidents?

George Washington’s official Presidential 
Portrait was painted by Gilbert Stuart in 
1796. This image is courtesy of the National 
Portrait Gallery and Wikimedia Commons.

John Adams’ official Presidential Portrait was 
painted by John Trumball circa 1792-1793 
(before Adams was President). It is courtesy of 
Wikimedia Commons. 
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The Presidency of John Adams Basics

John Adams (1735-1826) was the second President of the United States. He served from 1797-1801.  This image 
was painted by Asher B. Durand (1767-1845). It is courtesy of the United States Navy and of Wikimedia 
Commons. 



The Presidency of John Adams
Vocabulary

This image is from wordinfo.info.



An event in 1797 in which French representatives demanded 
bribes from American ambassadors. 

This cartoon depicts a five-headed monster, representing the Directory that ruled France in 1797, demanding 
payment of a bribe from the three American representatives, Charles Pinckney, Elbridge Gerry, and John Marshall. 
This image is courtesy of fineartamerica.com.



XYZ Affair
An event in 1797 in which French representatives demanded 

bribes from American ambassadors. 

This cartoon depicts a five-headed monster, representing the Directory that ruled France in 1797, demanding 
payment of a bribe from the three American representatives, Charles Pinckney, Elbridge Gerry, and John Marshall. 
This image is courtesy of fineartamerica.com.



The XYZ Affair made many Americans angry with France, and brought 
the two countries close to a war with each other.

This image is a British satirical cartoon titled “Property Protected by the French” showing French and American 
relations after the XYZ Affair in May of 1798. Five Frenchmen plunder female "America", while six figures 
representing other European countries look on. John Bull (representing Great Britain) sits laughing on 
"Shakespeare's Cliff.“ This image was created on June 1, 1798. It is courtesy of the Library of Congress.



A “foreigner” living in the United States.

This illustration from Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, January 20, 1866, shows Irish immigrants leaving their 
home for America on the mail coach from Cahirciveen, County Kerry, Ireland. This image is courtesy of the Library 
of Congress.



Alien
A “foreigner” living in the United States.

This illustration from Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, January 20, 1866, shows Irish immigrants leaving their 
home for America on the mail coach from Cahirciveen, County Kerry, Ireland. This image is courtesy of the Library 
of Congress.



Many aliens who came to the United States in the 1790s were 
from France and Ireland.

This image shows Irish emigrants on a ship in the River Mersey, about to embark for America, circa 1846. This 
image is courtesy of assumption.edu.



To send someone out of the country.

This painting shows Irish immigrants getting off ships in New York Harbor. So okay, they’re not being shipped out 
of the country, they are actually arriving in the United States. And the event doesn’t take place in 1797, it takes 
place 50 years later. This image is titled The Bay and Harbor of New York. This image was created by Samuel B. 
Waugh (1814-1885) in 1847. This image is courtesy the Museum of the City of New York and of Wikimedia 
Commons.



Deport
To send someone out of the country.

This painting shows Irish immigrants getting off ships in New York Harbor. So okay, they’re not being shipped out 
of the country, they are actually arriving in the United States. And the event doesn’t take place in 1797, it takes 
place 50 years later. This image is titled The Bay and Harbor of New York. This image was created by Samuel B. 
Waugh (1814-1885) in 1847. This image is courtesy the Museum of the City of New York and of Wikimedia 
Commons.



The Alien Act gave the President power to imprison or deport any 
foreigner if they were considered to be “dangerous.”

The U.S.S. Constellation (1797-1853) served during the undeclared “Quasi War” with France (1798-1800). This 
painting was produced by Rear Admiral John William Schmidt (1906-1981) and is courtesy of the U.S. Navy 
Heritage and Command Center and Wikimedia Commons.



The act of speaking out against the government. To cause unrest.

One of the newspapers that frequently criticized the Adams’ administration was the Democrat-Republican’s 
newspaper, the National Gazette. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Sedition
The act of speaking out against the government. To cause unrest.

One of the newspapers that frequently criticized the Adams’ administration was the Democrat-Republican’s 
newspaper, the National Gazette. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



The Sedition Act made it a crime to speak or write critically about the 
President, members of Congress, the federal government, or federal laws.

By 1800, the north wing of the United States Capitol in Washington, D.C. was the only section of the Capitol that 
had been constructed. This image was created circa 1800 by William Russell Birch (1755-1834) is courtesy of the 
Library of Congress.



To declare that a law is not legally sound, and does not have legal force.

Mathew Lyon (1749-1822) wearing the blue vest, was the first person to be put to trial for violating the Sedition 
Act. He was charged with criticizing Federalist president John Adams for his reasons for going to war against 
France. This colorized image of the Congressional Pugilists is courtesy of apfn.net.



Nullify
To declare that a law is not legally sound, and does not have legal force.

Mathew Lyon (1749-1822) wearing the blue vest, was the first person to be put to trial for violating the Sedition 
Act. He was charged with criticizing Federalist president John Adams for his reasons for going to war against 
France. This colorized image of the Congressional Pugilists is courtesy of apfn.net.



Thomas Jefferson and James Madison believed that Virginia and Kentucky should 
nullify the Alien and Sedition Acts because they were not constitutional.

This image shows the text of the “Alien Friends Act.” This image is courtesy of the National Archives and of 
Wikimedia Commons.



The belief that an individual state may restrict federal authority.

The Virginia State Capitol in Richmond was the first public building in the New World to be built in the Classical 
Revival style of architecture. It ranks as the second oldest working Capitol in the United States (after Maryland), 
having been in continuous use since 1788. This hand-colored engraving by W. Goodacre, Jr. was published in 
1831. This image is courtesy of the Commonwealth of Virginia.



States’ Rights
The belief that an individual state may restrict federal authority.

The Virginia State Capitol in Richmond was the first public building in the New World to be built in the Classical 
Revival style of architecture. It ranks as the second oldest working Capitol in the United States (after Maryland), 
having been in continuous use since 1788. This hand-colored engraving by W. Goodacre, Jr. was published in 
1831. This image is courtesy of the Commonwealth of Virginia.



The States Rights’ theory said that states could choose whether or not to 
obey federal laws that they considered to be unconstitutional.

This photograph shows the Old House of Delegates Chamber in the Virginia State Capitol Building, Richmond, 
Virginia. This image was taken by Albert Herring on March 13, 2010 and is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



The Presidency of John Adams
People to Meet

These are the earliest known paintings of Abigail Adams (1744-1818) and her husband John Adams (1735-1826). 
The painting on the left was created circa 1764 when Abigail Smith married John Adams. Both painting are by 
Benjamin Blyth (1740-1781), and both were created circa 1766. These images are courtesy of the Massachusetts 
Historical Society.



The Second President of the United States.

John Adams (1735-1826) was president for one term, from 1797-1801.This painting was created by Asher Brown 
Durand (1767-1845) in 1728. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



John Adams
The Second President of the United States.

John Adams (1735-1826) was president for one term, from 1797-1801.This painting was created by Asher Brown 
Durand (1767-1845) in 1728. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



The Third President of the United States.

Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) was President for two terms, from 1801-1809. This painting was created by 
Charles Willson Peale (1741-1827) in 1791. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



Thomas Jefferson
The Third President of the United States.

Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) was President for two terms, from 1801-1809. This painting was created by 
Charles Willson Peale (1741-1827) in 1791. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



The second First Lady, and the first wife of a President to live 
in the White House. 

Abigail Adams (1744-1818) is remembered for the many letters she wrote to her husband while he was in 
Philadelphia during the sessions of the Continental Congresses. This painting was created by Gilbert Stuart 
(1755-1828) circa 1815. This image is courtesy of the National Gallery of Art and of Wikimedia Commons. 



Abigail Adams
The second First Lady, and the first wife of a President to live 

in the White House. 

Abigail Adams (1744-1818) is remembered for the many letters she wrote to her husband while he was in 
Philadelphia during the sessions of the Continental Congresses. This painting was created by Gilbert Stuart 
(1755-1828) circa 1815. This image is courtesy of the National Gallery of Art and of Wikimedia Commons. 



New York lawyer who was the Vice Presidential candidate when he and 
Thomas Jefferson ran for President and Vice President in 1796 and 1800.

Aaron Burr (1756-1836) was a veteran of the American Revolution and did become Vice President following the 
election of 1800. This painting was created by John Vanderlyn (1775-1852) in 1802. The painting is courtesy of 
Wikimedia Commons.



Aaron Burr
New York lawyer who was the Vice Presidential candidate when he and 

Thomas Jefferson ran for President and Vice President in 1796 and 1800.

Aaron Burr (1756-1836) was a veteran of the American Revolution and did become Vice President following the 
election of 1800. This painting was created by John Vanderlyn (1775-1852) in 1802. The painting is courtesy of 
Wikimedia Commons.



The Presidency of John Adams
Maps

This map shows the states and territories of the United States from 1796-1798. Three states were added to the 
United States during the Federalist Period. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Land Belonging to the United States During the Federalist Period
Find the Land Belonging to the United States during the Federalist Period on this map.

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of imageck.com.



Land Belonging to the United States During the Federalist Period.
Find the Land Belonging to the United States during the Federalist Period on this map.

The land belonging to the United States during the Federalist Period is now highlighted in red. This image is courtesy of the
University of Texas.



Great Britain
Find Great Britain on this map of the world. 

This is a political map of the world. This image is courtesy of the blankmap.org.



Great Britain
Find Great Britain on this map of the world. 

Great Britain is now colored red. This is a political map of the world. This image is courtesy of the blankmap.org.



France
Find France on this map of the world. 

This is a political map of the world. This image is courtesy of the blankmap.org.



France
Find France on this map of the world. 

France is now colored red. This is a political map of the world. This image is courtesy of the blankmap.org.



Philadelphia
Find Philadelphia on this map of the current United States.

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Philadelphia
Find Philadelphia on this map of the current United States.

Philadelphia is now marked by a red dot and the word “Philadelphia.” The image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Washington, D.C.
Find Washington, D.C. on this map of the current United States.

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Washington, D.C.
Find Washington, D.C. on this map of the current United States.

Washington, D.C. is now marked by a red dot and the words “Washington, D.C.” The image is courtesy of the University of 
Texas.



Vermont
Find Vermont on this map of the current United States.

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Vermont
Find Vermont on this map of the current United States.

Vermont is now colored red. Vermont became the 14th state in 1791. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Kentucky
Find Kentucky on this map of the current United States.

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Kentucky
Find Kentucky on this map of the current United States.

Kentucky is now colored red. Kentucky became the 15th state in 1792. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Tennessee
Find Tennessee on this map of the current United States.

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Tennessee
Find Tennessee on this map of the current United States.

Tennessee is now colored red. Tennessee became the 16th state in 1796. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.
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