From what war did the United States acquire most of its land in the southwest?
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The Mexican-American War
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The United States believed that the Rio Grande was the southern border of T@xiér
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The American Minister, John Slidell was also to offer the Mexicans $5 million for the
Rio Grande boundary, and $25 million to purchase New Mexico and California.

John Slidell (1793-1871) was a native of New York who moved to Louisiana as a young man. While in Louisiana,
this lawyer and businessman became a U.S. Representative and a U.S. Senator. He was sent by President Polk
to negotiate the southern boundary of Texas with Mexican officials before the Mexican War, and to offer $30

million for California and Texas. This photograph was taken by Mathew Brady’s National Portrait Gallery circa
1861-1865 and is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.
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President Polk announced that “Mexico has... shed

American blood on Amencan soil.”
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James Knox Polk (1795-1849) was the 11t President of the United States. He was born in North Carolina, but
was a resident of Tennessee at the time of his elevation to the Presidency. This painting by Minor K. Kellogg
(1814-1889) was produced in 1846. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Abraham Lincoln, a young lllinois congressman, thought
that American blood had been shed on Mexican soil.

This is the first known photograph taken of Abraham Lincoln. It was taken in either 1846 or 1847. This image is
courtesy of whitehousehistory.org.
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Scott’s advance to Mexico City, 9 March—12 September 1847
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In California, American army Captain John C. Fremont urged
Americans there to revolt against their Mexican rulers.

John Charles Fremont (1813-1890) was a military officer, and explorer, and the first candidate of the Republican

Party for the office of President of the United States. He was nicknamed “The Pathfinder.” This painting was
created circa 1852 by William Smith Jewett (1812-1873). This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.









On February 2, 1848, the Mexicans signed the Treaty of
Guadalupe H|dan which ended the Mexican War.

Y, r-n....-. PR T Rl ey i WA

This photograph shows the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, Exchange Copy, cover. Treaty ending USA-Mexico War
in 1848 and transferring a large amount of territory from Mexico to United States of America. This image is
courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration and Wikimedia Commons.
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The Americans were not finished yet. Railroad owners envisioned a southern
route to the Pacific that ran over a strip of land still in Mexican territory.

The southern transcontinental route is the green line at the bottom left of the map going from the Gulf of Mexico to
California.
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Lieutenant U. S. Grant and Lieutenant cander Hays i W they w

starting for the Mexican War.
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	��LEQ: From what war did the United States acquire most of its land in the southwest?���
	���LEQ: From what war did the United States acquire most of its land in the southwest?�Mexican-American War���
	Many Americans believed that their nation had a Manifest Destiny.
	Those Americans believing in Manifest Destiny thought that their Christian God wanted them to expand across the continent from the Atlantic Ocean to the Pacific Ocean.
	Most white Southerners strongly supported extending their cotton-growing area by annexing Texas.
	Northern abolitionists, however, opposed adding another slave state to the Union.
	Because many people in the northern United States opposed entry of another slave state into the Union, Texas continued to exist as an independent country.
	In December, 1845, Texas became the twenty-eighth state to enter the Union; however, some problems still had to be resolved.
	The governments of Mexico and Texas quarreled over borders and territory.
	Mexico thought that the southern border of Texas was the Nueces River.
	The United States believed that the Rio Grande was the southern border of Texas.
	President James K. Polk instructed his minister to Mexico to convince Mexico to accept the Rio Grande as the southern border of Texas.
	The American Minister, John Slidell was also to offer the Mexicans $5 million for the Rio Grande boundary, and $25 million to purchase New Mexico and California.
	Mexican officials thought that the amount of money offered was too low, considered the offer an insult, and refused to even speak with Slidell.
	In response, American soldiers commanded by General Zachary Taylor crossed the Nueces River and set up posts just north of the Rio Grande.
	Although Texas claimed the Rio Grande as its southern boundary, Mexico considered it to be in Mexican territory.
	In April, 1846, 2000 Mexican soldiers attacked a 55 member U.S. cavalry patrol, and killed 11 Americans.
	President Polk announced that “Mexico has… shed American blood on American soil.”
	Abraham Lincoln, a young Illinois congressman, thought that American blood had been shed on Mexican soil.
	Both houses of Congress voted by a large majority to declare war on Mexico. 
	Many American newspapers sided with President Polk.
	Many abolitionists in the United States did not support the war.
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	���LEQ: From what war did the United States acquire most of its land in the southwest?�Mexican-American War���
	United States General Zachary Taylor and his army crossed the Rio Grande into Mexico.
	The Mexican President, Santa Anna, personally led an army against Taylor.
	Zachary Taylor’s army defeated Santa Anna at the Battle of Buena Vista.
	Although Zachary Taylor’s won battles in the northern part of Mexico, only 7% of Mexico’s population lived there, and the victories meant little.
	It was decided that another American army would take ships down the coast of Mexico, directly attack Veracruz, and march for Mexico City.
	American General, Winfield Scott, landed troops on the Gulf Coast near Veracruz and bombarded the city.
	Scott’s 12,000 man army then swiftly marched west against the Mexican’s 30,000 man army.
	Scott ordered his men to treat Mexican civilians respectfully, so he wouldn’t have to have a supply line to defend. He purchased supplies from the civilians.
	Scott scouted his locations well, planned very carefully, and suffered few casualties compared to the Mexican Army.
	After Mexicans made a heroic last stand, Scott and his army captured Mexico City.
	The American army occupied Mexico until a peace treaty was signed.
	In California, American army Captain John C. Fremont urged Americans there to revolt against their Mexican rulers.
	The American rebels raised a handmade flag and announced the creation of the independent Bear Flag Republic.
	Mexicans in California eventually surrendered, and the United States took possession of the territory. 
	On February 2, 1848, the Mexicans signed the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo which ended the Mexican War.
	Under the surrender terms, Mexico ceded, or gave up, all of California and New Mexico.
	This territory has since become known as the Mexican Cession. 
	The Americans were not finished yet. Railroad owners envisioned a southern route to the Pacific that ran over a strip of land still in Mexican territory.
	To fulfill this dream, James Gadsden, the minister to Mexico, arranged to buy this land for $10 million.
	The Gadsden Purchase completed the boundary between Mexico and the United States and the expansion of the United States across the continent.
	The acquisition of Mexican land brought thousands of Mexican citizens into the United States.
	Many American settlers did not fairly treat these new American citizens from Mexico. 
	The Mexican-American War was a training ground for young U.S. soldiers that would later fight each other in the American Civil War. 
	This image shows Ulysses S. Grant in the Mexican War (left) and the American Civil War (right).
	This image shows Robert E. Lee in the Mexican War (left) and the American Civil War (right).
	This image shows Thomas J. Jackson in the Mexican War (left) and the American Civil War (right).
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