
Charles Lindbergh, in his plane The Spirit of St. Louis, was the 
first person to fly nonstop, from New York to Paris. 

Charles Lindbergh (1902-1974), was 25 years old at the time he flew across the Atlantic Ocean. He was the first pilot to 
accomplish the feat. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



With this solo flight, he became one of the most famous people in the world. 

This image shows a ticker tape parade on New York City’s Broadway, which was held for Lindbergh on June 13, 1927. This 
image is courtesy of nydailynews.com. 



Less than two months after his flight, he wrote a book titled, We, 
which became a bestseller. “We” stood for he and his airplane. 

The book remained at the top of the bestseller lists through much of 1928. It sold 650,000 copies and made Lindbergh 
$250,000. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



From 1927-1928 Lindbergh and The Spirit of St. Louis toured Europe, 
and the Americas promoting aviation in a “Good Will Tour.” 

After Lindbergh’s flight, the volume of mail flying on airplanes doubled, the amount of pilots’ licenses tripled, and the 
amount of airplanes produced quadrupled. This image is courtesy of eslseveneight.blogspot.com. 



In 1928, Lindbergh “retired” the Spirit of St. Louis, and donated it to the 
Smithsonian Institution, where it has remained on display ever since.  

This Spirit of St. Louis hangs in the front lobby of Smithsonian’s Air and Space Museum. The flag decals on the plane are 
from Lindbergh’s “Good Will Tour” when he went around Europe and the Americas promoting aviation. This image is 
courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



In 1929, Lindbergh married Anne Morrow, the daughter of the Ambassador to 
Mexico, whom he met on his “Good Will Tour” of the Americas. 

Charles Lindbergh was 25 years old and Anne Morrow was 21 years old when they met. Charles taught Anne how to fly, and 
they flew from Africa to south America, and also to Asia and Europe. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



In 1930, they had their first child, a boy, named Charles Augustus Lindbergh, Jr. 

“Charlie” was born on June 22, 1930, which was Anne Morrow Lindbergh’s 24th birthday. This image is courtesy of 
fold3.com. 



On March 1, 1932, “Charlie” was kidnapped for a ransom that Lindbergh paid, 
and eventually it was discovered that Charlie had been murdered. 

“Charlie’s” body was discovered in New Jersey on May 12, 1932, which was 72 days after he was kidnapped. This image is 
courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



The kidnapping and murder of “The Lindbergh Baby” has been 
described as “The Crime of the Century.” 

The kidnappers used a ladder to climb up to the window where the baby was sleeping in his crib. They kidnapped him while 
the rest of the family was downstairs, and did not here anything. This image is courtesy of lindberghkidnappinghoax.com. 



Two years later, a German immigrant, Bruno Richard 
Hauptmann was arrested for the crime and put on trial. 

Hauptmann was arrested on September 19, 1934 after it was discovered he was using some of the money that had been 
given to the kidnappers for a ransom. This image is courtesy of bloomberg.com. 



Hauptmann was found guilty and executed in New Jersey’s electric chair in 1936. 

This is not an actual scene of Hauptmann’s execution. This scene was created by actors and an artist pasted photographs of 
Hauptmann and his executioners on the bodies of the actors. This image is courtesy of metmuseum.org. 



The question asked by some people today, is if Hauptmann 
really did it and if he did, did he act alone? 

Hauptmann never admitted that he was guilty of the kidnapping and murder of Lindbergh’s baby. This image is courtesy of 
lindberghbabykidnapping.wikispaces.com. 



After this event, Congress will pass the “Lindbergh Law,” and kidnapping 
will be a federal crime, and the FBI will be involved. 

One of the main reasons it became a federal law was because kidnappers could take their victims across state borders, and 
therefore commit crimes in more than one state. This is the ransom note sent by the kidnappers. This image is courtesy of 
lindberghkidnappinghoax.com. 


