
 
LEQ: What area is known as the “Crossroads” between Asia and Europe? 

 

 
 

Europe is at the top left of this map. Asia is on the top right of this map. Africa is at the bottom left of this map. This 

image is courtesy of arabspringanditscontexts.wordpress.com. 



 
LEQ: What area is known as the “Crossroads” between Asia and Europe? 

Middle East 

 
 

The Middle East region is now colored red. This image shows the continents of Europe, Asia, and  Africa. This 

image is courtesy of arabspringanditscontexts.wordpress.com. 



Influences on European Exploration Basics 

This image shows the public plaza in Siena, Italy. This fresco by Ambrogio Lorenzetti (1285-1348) titled The Allegory of Good 
Government, was painted during the early 1300s. 



 
 Influences on European Exploration  

Vocabulary 
 

                                                                                                This image is from wordinfo.info. 



 
European military raids, sanctioned by the Catholic Church, with the goal of 

restoring Christian access to the Middle East’s “Holy Lands.” 

This painting, by Jean Fouquet (1420-1481) titled, “Arrival of the Crusaders at Constantinople,” shows an event from the 
Princes’ Crusade. Here French Crusaders arrived outside the walls of Constantinople between November 1096 and April 
1097.  This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



Crusades 
European military raids, sanctioned by the Catholic Church, with the goal of 

restoring Christian access to the Middle East’s “Holy Lands.” 

This painting, by Jean Fouquet (1420-1481) titled, “Arrival of the Crusaders at Constantinople,” shows an event from the 
Princes’ Crusade. Here French Crusaders arrived outside the walls of Constantinople between November 1096 and April 
1097.  This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



During the Crusades, some Europeans became very rich from 
the items they brought back from the Middle East. 

This coin, a silver denier (a denier was roughly the French equivalent of the penny) depicts one of the Crusader Kings of 
Antioch, King Bohemond III (1162-1201 A.D.) On the left is a helmeted head of the king in chain-maille armor.  There is also 
a crescent and star on each side of the king. On the right is a cross, symbol of the Christian Crusaders. This image is courtesy 
of  ancientresource.com. 



 
A time of the great revival of art, literature, and learning in Europe which marked 

the end of the “medieval” world and the beginning of the “modern” world. 

Queen Elizabeth I of England is shown in this circa 1588 portrait to commemorate the defeat of the Spanish Armada. This 
image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons 



Renaissance 
A time of the great revival of art, literature, and learning in Europe which marked 

the end of the “medieval” world and the beginning of the “modern” world. 

Queen Elizabeth I of England is shown in this circa 1588 portrait to commemorate the defeat of the Spanish Armada. This 
image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons 



The Renaissance created a spirit of optimism, self-reliance, 
and a desire to explore and to have adventures. 

This image shows shipwrights constructing a ship  in 1541.  This small ship would be used in searching for food. This image is 
courtesy of Wikimedia Commons 



 
A social class that possesses more privileges or prominence than most 
other classes in a society. One’s status is passed from parent to child. 

This image shows Polish individuals of great influence or importance from 1576-1586. This image was created by 

Jan Matejko (1838-1893) at an unknown date. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



Nobility 
A social class that possesses more privileges or prominence than most 
other classes in a society. One’s status is passed from parent to child. 

This image shows Polish individuals of great influence or importance from 1576-1586. This image was created by 

Jan Matejko (1838-1893) at an unknown date. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



Members of the nobility are known as nobles. 

This image shows French aristocrats circa 1774. This image was created by Antoine-Jean Cuclos (1742-1795) 

circa 1774. This image is courtesy of the Metropolitan Museum of Art and of Wikimedia Commons. 

 

 

 



 
The land owned by a person who had control or authority over others. He 

allowed others to live on his land in exchange for their service or labor. 

This is a Medieval illustration of men harvesting wheat with reaping hooks. This image was created circa 1310 by 

an unknown artist. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



Fiefdom 
The land owned by a person who had control or authority over others. He 

allowed others to live on his land in exchange for their service or labor. 

This is a Medieval illustration of men harvesting wheat with reaping hooks. This image was created circa 1310 by 

an unknown artist. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



Before the Renaissance, nobles controlled their own small areas or fiefdoms.  

This image is a depiction of a fiefdom in Brevarium Grimani. This scene depicts June. This image was created circa 1510 and 
is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 
 



 
A group of people who leave their country to form a settlement in 

a new land which is under the control of the parent nation. 

This is an aerial view of how the settlement of Jamestown, Virginia might have looked in the year 1614. This 

painting was created by Sidney E. King. This image is courtesy of the National Park Service. 



Colony 
A group of people who leave their country to form a settlement in 

a new land which is under the control of the parent nation. 

This is an aerial view of how the settlement of Jamestown, Virginia might have looked in the year 1614. This 

painting was created by Sidney E. King. This image is courtesy of the National Park Service. 



The primary job of a colony was to make money for the “mother country.” 

The production of silk was attempted at Jamestown, Virginia. This painting was created by Sidney E. King. This 

image is courtesy of the National Park Service. 

 

 

 



Influences on European Exploration  
People to Meet 

This image is titled The Adoration of the Lamb. It was painted in 1432 by Jan van Eyck (1395-1441). It is located in the 
Cathedral of Saint Bavo in Ghent, Belgium. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



 
An Italian adventurer whose account of his 24-year stay in China was widely 
published throughout Europe and motivated people to acquire Asian goods. 

This image shows Marco Polo (c. 1254-1324) in a costume worn by the Mongolian Tartars. This image by Grevembrock was 
created on an unknown date. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



Marco Polo 
An Italian adventurer whose account of his 24-year stay in China was widely 
published throughout Europe and motivated people to acquire Asian goods. 

This image shows Marco Polo (c. 1254-1324) in a costume worn by the Mongolian Tartars. This image by Grevembrock was 
created on an unknown date. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



Influences on European Exploration  
Maps 

The Cantino World Map has been called by some the most important manuscript map surviving from the Age of Discovery. 
It is named for Alberto Cantino, an Italian diplomatic agent in Lisbon, Portugal, who obtained it in 1502. It was covertly 
copied without authorization from the Portuguese government. It incorporated what were then extensive, new, 
geographical information based on voyages of four explorers: Columbus to the Caribbean, Pedro Alvarez Cabral to Brazil, 
Vasco da Game to Africa and India, and the Corte-Real brothers to Greenland and Newfoundland. Except for Columbus, all 
had sailed for Portugal. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



Europe 
Find the continent of Europe on the map showing the countries of the world. 

This map shows many of the countries of the world. This map was made by Petr Dlouhy. The image is courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons. 



Europe 
Find the continent of Europe on the map showing the countries of the world. 

Europe is now colored red. This map shows many of the countries of the world. This map was made by Petr Dlouhy. The 
image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



Asia 
Find the continent of Asia on the map showing the countries of the world. 

This map shows many of the countries of the world. This map was made by Petr Dlouhy. The image is courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons. 



Asia 
Find the continent of Asia on the map showing the countries of the world. 

Asia is now colored red. This map shows many of the countries of the world. This map was made by Petr Dlouhy. The image 
is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



Middle East 
Find the Middle East region on the map showing the countries of the world. 

This map shows many of the countries of the world. This map was made by Petr Dlouhy. The image is courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons. 



Middle East 
Find the Middle East region on the map showing the countries of the world. 

The Middle East is now colored red. This map shows many of the countries of the world. This map was made by Petr Dlouhy. 
The image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



China 
Find China on the map showing the countries of the world. 

This map shows many of the countries of the world. This map was made by Petr Dlouhy. The image is courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons. 



China 
Find China on the map showing the countries of the world. 

China is now colored red. This map shows many of the countries of the world. This map was made by Petr Dlouhy. The 
image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



India 
Find India on the map showing the countries of the world. 

This map shows many of the countries of the world. This map was made by Petr Dlouhy. The image is courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons. 



India 
Find India on the map showing the countries of the world. 

India is now colored red. This map shows many of the countries of the world. This map was made by Petr Dlouhy. The image 
is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



Persia/Iran 
Find Persia/Iran on the map showing the countries of the world. 

This map shows many of the countries of the world. This map was made by Petr Dlouhy. The image is courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons. 



Persia/Iran 
Find Persia/Iran on the map showing the countries of the world. 

Persia/Iran is now colored red. This map shows many of the countries of the world. This map was made by Petr Dlouhy. The 
image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



Italy 
Find Italy on the map showing the countries of the world. 

This map shows many of the countries of the world. This map was made by Petr Dlouhy. The image is courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons. 



Italy 
Find Italy on the map showing the countries of the world. 

Italy is now colored red. This map shows many of the countries of the world. This map was made by Petr Dlouhy. The image 
is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 



Palestine/Holy Land 
Find Palestine/Holy Land on the map showing the Middle East. 

Europe is at the top left of this map. Asia is on the top right of this map. Africa is at the bottom left of this map. This 

image is courtesy of arabspringanditscontexts.wordpress.com. 



Palestine/Holy Land 
Find Palestine/Holy Land on the map showing the area of the Mediterranean Sea. 

Europe is at the top left of this map. Asia is on the top right of this map. Africa is at the bottom left of this map. This 

image is courtesy of arabspringanditscontexts.wordpress.com. 



 
LEQ: What area is known as the “Crossroads” between Asia and Europe? 

 

 
 

Europe is at the top left of this map. Asia is on the top right of this map. Africa is at the bottom left of this map. This 

image is courtesy of arabspringanditscontexts.wordpress.com. 



 
LEQ: What area is known as the “Crossroads” between Asia and Europe? 

Middle East 

 
 

The Middle East region is now colored red. This image shows the continents of Europe, Asia, and  Africa. This 

image is courtesy of arabspringanditscontexts.wordpress.com. 


