
 
LEQ: The President is in charge of what branch of the U.S. federal government? 

 
 
 

The south side of the White House decorated for Christmas. This image was taken facing north by Robert Housch 

on November 28, 2012.  



 
LEQ: The President is in charge of what branch of the U.S. federal government? 

Executive Branch 

 
 
 

The south side of the White House decorated for Christmas. This image was taken facing north by Robert Housch 

on November 28, 2012.  



Forming a New Government Basics 

George Washington presided over the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia in 1787. This image, Washington 

as a Statesman, by Junius Brutus Stearns (1810-1885) was created in 1856. It is courtesy of the Virginia Museum 

of Fine Arts in Richmond, Virginia, and Wikimedia Commons. 



 
 Forming a New Government 

Vocabulary 
 

                                                                                                This image is from wordinfo.info. 



 
A Vote of Approval. 

During the Constitution’s ratification debates, a series of illustrations, usually titled “The Federal Pillars,” appeared 

in publications across the country to show the progress of ratification. A pillar was added each time a state ratified 

(approved) the United States Constitution. Nine states was three-fourths of the thirteen states in existence at that 

time. Therefore, Delaware, on the far left was the first state to ratify the Constitution.  New Hampshire was the 

ninth state. Rhode Island on the far right was the 13th state to ratify the Constitution. This image courtesy of the 

University of Wisconsin. 



Ratification 
A Vote of Approval. 

During the Constitution’s ratification debates, a series of illustrations, usually titled “The Federal Pillars,” appeared 

in publications across the country to show the progress of ratification. A pillar was added each time a state ratified 

(approved) the United States Constitution. Nine states was three-fourths of the thirteen states in existence at that 

time. Therefore, Delaware, on the far left was the first state to ratify the Constitution.  New Hampshire was the 

ninth state. Rhode Island on the far right was the 13th state to ratify the Constitution. This image courtesy of the 

University of Wisconsin. 



After the ratification of the Constitution, elections were held 
for the members of the new government. 

This photograph shows the sheriff of James City County, Virginia posting a notice of an upcoming election. This 

image is courtesy of Colonial Williamsburg. 



 
The first ten amendments to the United States Constitution. 

The Bill of Rights were approved by Congress on December 15, 1791. This image is courtesy of 

freedomworks.org. 



Bill of Rights 
The first ten amendments to the United States Constitution. 

The Bill of Rights were approved by Congress on December 15, 1791. This image is courtesy of 

freedomworks.org. 



The Bill of Rights describes the powers and the rights of American citizens. 

This image shows the first ten amendments to the United States Constitution, or the Bill of Rights. This image is 

courtesy of the Government Printing Office.  



 
A group of advisers to the President of the United States. 

George Washington’s Cabinet included from left to right: President Washington, Secretary of War Henry Knox, 

Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton, Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson, and Attorney General 

Edmund Randolph. Not pictured is Postmaster General Samuel Osgood. This image is a colored version of the 

original found at the National Archives and Records Administration. 

 



Cabinet 
A group of advisers to the President of the United States. 

George Washington’s Cabinet included from left to right: President Washington, Secretary of War Henry Knox, 

Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton, Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson, and Attorney General 

Edmund Randolph. Not pictured is Postmaster General Samuel Osgood. This image is a colored version of the 

original found at the National Archives and Records Administration. 

 



The first cabinet included several outstanding men that were 
very important to the United States. 

During Washington’s first year in office, the federal government employed approximately 200 people. The Attorney 

General, Edmund Randolph, filled a part time position without any employees. This image is courtesy of 

fineartamerica.com. 

 



 
Contrary to what is written in the Constitution. 

To “void” something means it is not legally binding or enforceable. This image is courtesy of 

flashpoint2016.wordpress.com. 



Unconstitutional 
Contrary to what is written in the Constitution. 

To “void” something means it is not legally binding or enforceable. This image is courtesy of 

flashpoint2016.wordpress.com. 



If a law is ruled to be unconstitutional, then it is not a law. 

This image show a gavel and court minutes that were on display at the Minnesota Judicial center. This image was 

taken by Jonathunder on April 17, 2008. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 

 



 
The total amount of money that a country owes. 

The Half Disme (Dime) was produced by the United States government in 1792. It is pronounced “deem.” Around 

the rim in the front, it states: “Industry and liberty on par with science.” The United States Mint was being 

constructed in Philadelphia at this time. This is probably the first coin issued by the United States. This image is 

courtesy of coinauctionhelp.com. 



National Debt 
The total amount of money that a country owes. 

The Half Disme (Dime) was produced by the United States government in 1792. It is pronounced “deem.” Around 

the rim in the front, it states: “Industry and liberty on par with science.” The United States Mint was being 

constructed in Philadelphia at this time. This is probably the first coin issued by the United States. This image is 

courtesy of coinauctionhelp.com. 



The national debt occurred at this time because the United States owed millions of dollars 
to foreign governments and individual citizens to finance the American Revolution.  

American General Benjamin Lincoln appears mounted on a white horse. He extends his right hand toward the 

sword carried by Charles O’Hara, who heads the long line of troops that extends into the background. To the left, 

French officers appear standing and mounted beneath the white banner of the royal Bourbon family. On the right 

are American officers beneath the Stars and Stripes. General George Washington, riding a brown horse, stayed in 

the background because Lord Cornwallis himself was not present for the surrender. This image was painted by 

John Trumbull (1756-1843) in 1820. It is courtesy of the Architect of the Capitol.  

 



 
A tax placed on goods made, sold, and used within a country. 

Whiskey was one of the items on which the new national government placed an excise tax. This picture is of a 

living historian making whiskey at George Washington’s distillery in Mount Vernon, Virginia. This image is courtesy 

of mountvernon.org. 



Excise Tax 
A tax placed on goods made, sold, and used within a country. 

Whiskey was one of the items on which the new national government placed an excise tax. This picture is of a 

living historian making whiskey at George Washington’s distillery in Mount Vernon, Virginia. This image is courtesy 

of mountvernon.org. 



At first the excise tax on whiskey did not agree with some citizens 
of Western Pennsylvania who tarred and feathered tax collectors. 

In this drawing titled, Famous Whiskey Insurrection in Pennsylvania, a tax collector has been tarred and 

feathered, and is being ridden out of town on a rail. It was created circa 1880. This image if from the book: Our 

First Century: Being a Popular Descriptive Portraiture of the One Hundred Great and Memorable Events of 

Perpetual Interest in the History of our Country. The artist is unknown. It was published in 1882 by R. M. Devens 

of Springfield, Massachusetts. It is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 

 

 

 



 
A tax placed on goods that were brought from a foreign country 

to be sold or used within the United States. 

Many imported items came to America in the 1790s on ships. This image, titled “View of Philadelphia,” was 

created by the German artist Balthaser Friedrich Leizelt. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress. 



Tariff 
A tax placed on goods that were brought from a foreign country 

to be sold or used within the United States. 

Many imported items came to America in the 1790s on ships. This image, titled “View of Philadelphia,” was 

created by the German artist Balthaser Friedrich Leizelt. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress. 



Besides raising money for the government, the tariff would make 
foreign goods more expensive to purchase. 

It was hoped that the higher prices on foreign goods would encourage the growth of American industries. This 

image shows Eli Whitney’s firearms factory in New Haven, Connecticut. He started the factory in 1798. This image 

is courtesy of eliwhitney.org. 

 



Forming a New Government 
People to Meet 

President George Washington’s first cabinet included from left to right: Secretary of War Henry Knox, Secretary of 

State Thomas Jefferson, Attorney General Edmund Randolph, Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton, and 

President George Washington. This image courtesy of presidentgeorgewashington.wordpress.com. 



 
 

The first President of the United States 

 

George Washington (1732-1799) never lived in Washington, D.C. while he was President of the United States. 

During his Presidency he lived in New York and Philadelphia. This painting was created by Gilbert Stuart (1755-

1828) in 1797. The painting is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 
  



 
George Washington 

The first President of the United States 

 

George Washington (1732-1799) never lived in Washington, D.C. while he was President of the United States. 

During his Presidency he lived in New York and Philadelphia. This painting was created by Gilbert Stuart (1755-

1828) in 1797. The painting is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons. 
  



 
The First Vice President of the United States. 

John Adams (1735-1826) described the office of Vice President as “the most insignificant office that ever the 

invention of man contrived...” This painting was created by Asher Brown Durand (1767-1845) in 1728. This image 

is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.  



John Adams 
The First Vice President of the United States. 

John Adams (1735-1826) described the office of Vice President as “the most insignificant office that ever the 

invention of man contrived...” This painting was created by Asher Brown Durand (1767-1845) in 1728. This image 

is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.  



 
The First Secretary of State of the United States. 

Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) resigned as Secretary of State in 1793. This painting was created by Charles 

Willson Peale (1741-1827) in 1791. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.  



Thomas Jefferson 
The First Secretary of State of the United States. 

Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) resigned as Secretary of State in 1793. This painting was created by Charles 

Willson Peale (1741-1827) in 1791. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.  



 
The First Secretary of the Treasury of the United States. 

Alexander Hamilton (1757-1804) was the architect of the financial system of the United States. This painting was 

created by John Trumbull (1756-1843) in 1806. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.  



Alexander Hamilton 
The First Secretary of the Treasury of the United States. 

Alexander Hamilton (1757-1804) was the architect of the financial system of the United States. This painting was 

created by John Trumbull (1756-1843) in 1806. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.  



 
The First Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court. 

John Jay (1745-1829) was, along with Alexander Hamilton and James Madison, one of the authors of The 

Federalist Papers. This painting was created by Gilbert Stuart (1755-1828) in 1794. The painting is courtesy of 

Wikimedia Commons. 



John Jay 
The First Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court. 

John Jay (1745-1829) was, along with Alexander Hamilton and James Madison, one of the authors of The 

Federalist Papers. This painting was created by Gilbert Stuart (1755-1828) in 1794. The painting is courtesy of 

Wikimedia Commons. 



Forming a New Government 
Maps 

This image shows the United States and its territories in 1787. The image is courtesy of earlyamerica.com. 



New York City 
Find New York City on this map of the current United States. 

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



New York City 
Find New York City on this map of the current United States. 

New York City is now marked by a red dot and the words “New York.” The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Philadelphia 
Find Philadelphia on this map of the current United States. 

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Philadelphia 
Find Philadelphia on this map of the current United States. 

Philadelphia is now marked by a red dot and the word “Philadelphia.” The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Virginia 
Find Virginia on this map of the current United States. 

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Virginia 
Find Virginia on this map of the current United States. 

Virginia is now colored red. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Maryland 
Find Maryland on this map of the current United States. 

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Maryland 
Find Maryland on this map of the current United States. 

Maryland is now colored red. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Potomac River 

This image shows the 50 States of the United States. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Potomac River 

The Potomac River is now colored blue. This image shows the 50 States of the United States. This image is courtesy of the 
University of Texas. 



Washington, D.C. 
Find Washington, D.C. on this map of the current United States. 

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas. 



Washington, D.C. 
Find Washington, D.C. on this map of the current United States. 

Washington, D.C. is now marked by a red dot and the words “Washington, D.C.” The image is courtesy of the University of 
Texas. 



 
LEQ: The President is in charge of what branch of the U.S. federal government? 

 
 
 

The south side of the White House decorated for Christmas. This image was taken facing north by Robert Housch 

on November 28, 2012.  
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Executive Branch 

 
 
 

The south side of the White House decorated for Christmas. This image was taken facing north by Robert Housch 

on November 28, 2012.  


