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The Declaration of Independence was signed by the Second Continental Congress on August 2, 1776. It had been
approved on July 4, 1776. The signing took place in the Pennsylvania State House, in Philadelphia, a building
which is now known as Independence Hall. This image is courtesy of the Architect of the Capitol.
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The First Continental Congress met in 1774 to protest the Intolerable
Acts and other British policies that the colonists disliked.
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The First Continental Congress met in Carpenters’ Hall in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania from September 5-October
26, 1774. This painting was created by Allyn Cox circa 1973-1974. This painting is in the Great Experiment Hall of

the United States Capitol. This image is courtesy of the Architect of the Capitol.



The delegates had hoped that King George |Il would favorably respond to thelr protests.
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King George Il (1738-1820) became King in 1760. This image shows his primary home, St. James Palace, in
1761. This image is titled “A View of St. James’s Palace, Pall-Mall, etc...” This image was created by Thomas
Bowles (1712-1767). This image is courtesy of gac.culture.gov.uk.



The delegates agreed, however, that if he did not respond as they
wished, a second congress would meet during the spring of 1775.

This painting by either Robert Edward Savage or Robert Edge Pine, titled Congress Voting Indepenence, shows
the Second Continental Congress voting on the Declaration of Independence. This painting was created circa
1791. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.







As the colonists had feared, King George |ll ignored their protests.
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The Second Continental Congress gathered according to plan in Philadelphia in May 1775. The Congress met in
this building, the Pennsylvania State House, later known as Independence Hall. This is the north side of
Independence Hall. This image was taken by Robert Housch on July 30, 2009.



Most of the of the members of Congress wanted to rule themselves through
their own legislatures while at the same time remaining a part of Great Britain.

This image shows a interior view the Massachusetts State House, now known as the “Old State House” in Boston,
Massachusetts. This image is found in the Old State House Museum. This image was taken by Robert Housch on
August 12, 2016.




With very little optimism left, the delegates drafted
another letter to the king in one last attempt for peace.

This image shows a reproduction of the Philip Syng ink stand on the President’s desk at Independence Hall. This
image is courtesy of the National Park Service.
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They understood now that their only option might be war with Great Britain. With this in mind, they organized an
army.









The delegates named George Washington, himself a member
of the Congress, as the new commander of the army.
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John Adams nominated the Virginian George Washington to command the army. This image is courtesy of
heritage-history.com.
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When Washington heard the delegates preparing to discuss his nomination as Commander
in Chief, he stood up and left the room so that the Congress could talk freely about him.
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This image shows George Washington, in his uniform as a colonel of the Virginia militia, standing up after
receiving the nomination. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress.
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Washington left Philadelphia to take charge of the colonial forces around Boston.
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George Washington, w Army, frequently stopped and talked with citizens to
personally explain his vision for American freedom during the resolution. This image was created by Bill
Rosenburg. This image is courtesy of the United States Army .
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Before Washington reached Boston, militia from all parts of
New England began to surround the British in Boston.

They wanted to keep a close watch on British activities there. This is a diorama of the American defensive works
before the Battle of Breeds Hill/Bunker Hill. The diorama is located at the Bunker Hill Visitors Center of Boston
Historical Park. This image was taken by Robert Housch on August 11, 2016.




British General Thomas Gage ordered his troops to set up cannon on the heights outside of Boston.
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The high ground was near Charlestown, across the Charles River from Boston. Gage’s goal was to drive the rebel

forces from the Boston area. This image is courtesy of smithsonian.com.



After learning of the British plan, American Colonel William Prescott led 3500
soldiers to fortify the high ground at and near Charlestown.
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William Preston readies his men behind the earthworks that they had built on Bunker Hill and nearby Breed'’s Hill.
This image is courtesy of angelfire.com.




Prescott's American troops marched to Breed'’s Hill and nearby Bunker Hill ...
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This image shows Colonel William Prescott giving instructions to his men so that they would not miss the British
with the little ammunition that they had. This image is courtesy of historyjunkie.com.



... and began constructing earthworks.
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This image shows the American militia constructing earthworks on B_reed’s Hill. This image is courtesy of
https://www.britishbattles.com/war-of-the-revolution-1775-to-1783/battle-of-bunker-hill/



https://www.britishbattles.com/war-of-the-revolution-1775-to-1783/battle-of-bunker-hill/

The British would take ships across the Charles River
towards the American positions.
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This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.




The Americans had very little ammunition. They knew that every
shot must be accurate. They could not waste a single shot.
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This image shows Boston in the right bacground. The British have left the ships that brought them over the
Charles River. This image is on display at the Bunker Hill Visitors Center of Boston National Historical Park. The
photograph of this image was taken by Robert Housch on August 11, 2016.




Because they were low on ammunition, American commanders
gave the orders, "Don't fire until you see the whites

of their eyes.”

This image éth\)S én American officer reminding his men not to fir too soon. This is a National Guard Heritage
Painting by Ken Riley, and is courtesy of the National Guard Bureau.




On June 17, 1775, about 2000 British soldiers, dressed in full
uniform and carrying heavy paoks struggled up Breed’s Hill.
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This painting by Howard Pyle titled The Battle of Bunker Hill was created in 1897. This i |mage is on display at the
Bunker Hill Visitors Center at Boston National Historical Park. The photograph of this image was taken by Robert
Housch on August 11, 2016.




The British fell by the hundreds in the first attack, and had to retreat to the bottom of the hill.
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The Americans targeted the British officers in order to create confusion in the British ranks. This painting of the

Battle of Bunker Hill was created in 1909 by E. Percy Moran (1862-1935). This image is courtesy of Wikimedia
Commons.



The British made a second attack and again lost hundreds of men.

This image is from a recent reproduction of a Cyclorama of the Battle of Bunker Hill which is on display at the
Bunker Hill Visitors Center at Boston National Historical Park. The original painting was created by Leonard
Kowalsky circa 1888. The photograph of this image was taken by Robert Housch on August 11, 2016.



Many of the Americans ran out of ammunition during the third British
_att_ack, and the British took the American position and won the battle.
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This image is courtesy of https://www.britishbattles.com/war-of-the-revolution-1775-to-1783/battle-of-bunker-hill/



The British had bayonets, and most of the Rebels did not have bayonets.
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This image is from an original drawing made for the Cyclorama of the Battle of Bunker Hill which is on display at
the Bunker Hill Visitors Center at Boston National Historical Park. The original painting was created by Leonard
Kowalsky circa 1888. The photograph of this image was taken by Robert Housch on August 11, 2016.



Although most of the fighting took place on Breed’s Hiill,
this battle later became known as the Battle of Bunker Hill.
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It was called the Battle of Bunker Hill partly because that was the original British objective, and partly because
many participants didn’t know the actual names of the terrain features involved in the battle. This image is
courtesy of britishbattles.com.



The Americans suffered approximately 450 casualties of
the 3500 men that participated in the battle.

Many of the American troops were on the actual Bunker Hill and did not participate in the Battle at Breed’s Hill.
This image is titled the “Battle of Bunker Hill, June 17, 1775.” It was painted by Alonzo Chappel (1828-1887) circa
1858. This image is on display at the Bunker Hill Visitors Center at Boston National Historical Park. The
photograph of this image was taken by Robert Housch on August 11, 2016.



One of the Americans who lost his life was Dr. Joseph Warren, who was a prominent member of the “Sons of Liberty.”

Warren was a Major General in the Massachusetts militia, but joined the battle as a private soldier. He was shot in
the head during the final British assault, and became the first national martyr on the Patriot side. This image is
titled “The Death of General Warren at the Battle of Bunker’s Hill, 17 June, 1775.” The painting was created by
John Trumbull (1756-1843) in 1786. This image is courtesy of the Boston Museum of Fine Arts.




Although the Americans lost, the Battle of Bunker Hill was a moral victory
for them because their untrained militia had stood up to the British army.

Bunker Hill Visitors Center at Boston National Historical Park. The original painting was created by Leonard
Kowalsky circa 1888. The photograph of this image was taken by Robert Housch on August 11, 2016.




The British had approximately 1000 casualties of the 3000 men that participated in the battle.

This image shows the red uniforms of the British casualties on the slopes of Breed’s Hill. This detail is from the
painting by Howard Pyle titled The Battle of Bunker Hill was created in 1897. This image is on display at the

Bunker Hill Visitors Center at Boston National Historical Park. The photograph of this image was taken by Robert
Housch on August 11, 2016.



British Major General Henry Clinton said that the Battle of Bunker Hill
was “a dear bought victory, another such would have ruined us.”

This image is from a wayside exhibit titled “You are now my enemy and | am yours...” on Bred’s Hill at Boston
National Historical Park. The image is titled “The Redoubt, Battle of Bunker Hill 1775.” This image was painted by
Don Troiani. The photograph of this image was taken by Robert Housch on August 11, 2016.




The British had a new respect for the Patriots. During future battles they would frequently move cautiously
against the Americans, and Rebel troops were able to escape, even after being defeated.

This image shows American artillery escaping from the area of New York City after being defeated by the British. It
is titled “U.S. Army— Artillery Retreat from Long Island— 1776.” This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress.




American Brigadier General Nathanael Green said of the Battle of
Bunker Hill, “I wish we could sell them another hill at the same price.”
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This image one a good idea of the steepness of Breed'’s Hill. The Americans had soldiers firing at the British from
the town of Charlestown. British ships fired on Charlestown and set it on fire. This image is on display at the

Bunker Hill Visitors Center at Boston National Historical Park. The photograph of this image was taken by Robert
Housch on August 11, 2016.



George Washington arrived near Boston approximately two weeks after the Battle of Bunker Hill.

Washington arrived in Cambridge, Massachusetts on July 2, 1775 and the next day officially took over the
Continental Army with his headquarters at Harvard College. This image is courtesy of xtimeline.com.



Washington’s newly formed Continental Army lacked discipline and training.

This image is from a recent reproduction of a Cyclorama of the Battle of Bunker Hill which is on display at the
Bunker Hill Visitors Center at Boston National Historical Park. The original painting was created by Leonard
Kowalsky circa 1888. The photograph of this image was taken by Robert Housch on August 11, 2016.



Washlngton had trouble finding recruits for the army.

Most soldiers wanted to sta with local militias to protet their own homes, families, and land. This photograph
shows the Whittemore House near Lexington, Massachusetts. The house was standing during the Battle of
Lexington. This image was taken by Robert Housch on August 10, 2016. .




Those who did join the Continental Army had to enlist for several years.

TO ALL BRAVE, HEALTHY, ABLE BODIED, AND WELL

DISPOSED YOUNG MEN,
IN THIS NEIGHBOURHOOD, WHO HAVE ANY INCLINATION TO JOIN THE TROOPS,
NOW RAISING UNDER

GENERAL WASHINGTON,

FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE

LIBERTIES AND INDEPENDENCE
OF THE UNITED STATES,

Againit the hoflile defigns of foreign enemies,
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The pay was not always regular, and there were often shortages of food and clothing. This is a 1776 recruiting
poster for the United States Army. This image is courtesy of pinterest.com.






While the American forces were poorly equipped compared to the British,
they did have some significant advantages over their opponents.
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This image shows an officer in uniform instructing a battleline of American soldiers how to prepare to fight the
British on the battlefield. This image is courtesy of daig.pentagon.mil.
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They knew how to survive in the Wilderness.






Great Britain had an army of nearly 50,000 soldiers and

the most powerful navy in the world.
&,

lts soldiers were well trained and led by officers with battle experience. This image is courtesy of
britishbattles.com.







Almost half of these hired soldiers came from the Hesse region of Germany. American colonists called them
mercenaries.



The British did suffer some disadvantages during the Amerlcan Revolutlon
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One of the most famous American militia units was Vermont’s “Green Mountain Boys.”

New Hampshire. When the war began, they joined the American army. This image is courtesy of
warfarehistorian.blogspot.com.



Less than a month after the Battles of Lexington and Concord, Ethan Allen and his
Green Mountain Boys joined forces with Benedict Arnold and his soldiers from Boston.
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The Green Mountain Boys had 100 men, and Benedict Arnold’s unit had 400 soldiers. This image shows Ethan
Allen and some of his Green Mountain Boys planning a campaign. This image is courtesy of sonofthesouth.net.
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Arnold and Allen wanted to
being seen or heard.




While the British soldiers slept, Allen and his group crawled
through a broken wall and entere the British fort.

This image shows Ethan Allen waking up the commander of Fort Ticonderoga. This image is courtesy of the New
York Public Library.




Ethan Allen, with his sword drawn, captured Fort Ticonderoga without anybody being killed on either side.
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Ethan Allen claimed that he knocked on the door and shouted “Come out you old Rat!” to the fort's commander
Captain William Delaplace. However, the surrender demand was made to Lieutenant Jocelyn Feltham and not to
Delaplace. This image was created by John Steeple Davis (1844-1917) in 1875. This image is courtesy of the
New York Public Library and of Wikimedia Commons.




This image shows mounted cannon at Fort Ticonderoga. The cannon were not green at the time of the American
Revolution, they were bronze.






These cannon were quietly set up on Dorchester Heights south of
Boston, and were pointed towards the British within the city.

This map shows the Boston area in 1775. Dorchester Heights is on the bottom right of this image. This image is
courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.




Before they could be fired upon by the American cannon on Dorchester Heights, the British abandoned Boston.

v, e
\ A

PALAA Y

i : ‘._ Y
% 1 § &1 =
S = E ‘ .. A ._ ‘ L _l -
-. g T X .m \ I\ e __.__:‘_i.r
] | ﬂ o s \

The British evacuated Boston on March 17, 1776. 11,000 British troopps and 1000 Loyalists departed the city and
sailed for Halifax, Nova Scotia. This was the first time in eight years that Boston was not occupied by British
soldiers. This image is titled “British on Wharf, Evacuating Boston.” This image is on display at the Bunker Hill
Visitors center at Boston National Historical Park. The photograph of this image was taken by Robert Housch on
August 11, 2016.



rom whom did we want to be independent, and on what
date did we declare our independence?

[~

“Oofe mranimons Declarafion ve e




rom whom did we want to be independent, and on what
date did we declare our independence?

[~

“Oofe mranimons Declarafion ve e




As the colonists had feared, King George lll refused to honor the Olive Branch Petition.

This is the Assembly Room in Independence Hall where the Declaration of Independence was signed. This image
was taken by Robert Housch on July 30, 2009.




The king saw the colonists as troublemakers and sent
more troops to America to stop their rebellion.

This painting of King George Il (1738-1820) was created by Johann Zoffany (1733-1810) in 1771. This image is
courtesy of the Royal Collection and of Wikimedia commons.



The king’s actions, along with the continued fighting in the colonies, led
more and more Americans to favor breaking ties with Great Britain.

This image is part of the “We the People” exhibit at the Old State House Museum in Boston, Massachusetts. The
photograph of this image was taken by Robert Housch on August 12, 2016.




Encouraging the move toward freedom was a writer and journalist, Thomas Paine.

This painting of Thomas Paine (1737-1809)
was created by Auguste Milliere in 1876. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Paine had been in America only a few years when he wrote the pamphlet Common Sense.
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Common Sense was published in January 1776.This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Common Sense declared that the American colonies received no
benefits from thelr mother country, WhICh was mtent on epr0|t|ng them.

Th|s image is part of a plaque commemoratlng the Boston Tea Party near the site of Griffin’s Wharf, where the
event occurred on December 16, 1773. The plaque is on a building at 470 Atlantic Avenue which is located on the
corner of Atlantic Avenue and Seaport Boulevard in Boston, Massachusetts.







Paine called on the colonists to use common sense and become independent of
Great Britain: “The period of debate is closed. Arms, as a last resort, must decide
the contest... Everything that is right or reasonable pleads for separation.”
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This shows the Commander in Chief’'s Guards, an elite unit trained by Baron Friedrich von Steuben to set an
example in the Continental Army of how soldiers should carry out their duties. They guarded Lieutenant General

George Washington’s Headquarters. This image by Robert Housch was taken on November 28, 2011 of a
National Park Service wayside exhibit at Valley Forge National Historic Park.




As Paine intended, his words stirred the colonists to action.






The desire for independence grew, and the Congressional delegates,
perhaps sensing the mood of the people, knew the time was right.

On June 7, 1776, Virginia delegate Richard Henry Lee (1733-1794) introduced a resolution to declare
independence from Great Britain. This image is courtesy of virginiamemory.com.



Lee stated that “These United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent states.”

This is an image of Richard Henry



The congressional delegates had to consider Lee’s words carefully,
because if his resolution passed, there would be no turning back.
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This image shows the Lee Resolution for Indepéndency. The marks at the bottom right show the votes of each
colony on the resolution. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



The penalty for treason was death.









On July 2, 1776, more than a year after the first battle of the American
Revolution, the Second Continental Congress adopted Lee’s resolution.

This painting by either Robeﬁ Edward Savage or Robert Edge Pine, titled Congress Voting Indepenence, shows
the Second Continental Congress voting on the Declaration of Independence. This painting was created circa
1791. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.







You won’t have to remember too many dates In this class, but
the one date you will remember is July 4, 1776.

Al

At first the Declaration was written with ink and a quill pen. Later it was printed on a printing press. This image is
courtesy of blog.chron.com.



On July 4, 1776 the United States declared its independence from Great Britain.

The Declaration of Independence was signed by the Second Continental Congress on August 2, 1776. It had been
approved on July 4, 1776. The signing took place in the Pennsylvania State House, in Philadelphia, a building
which is now known as Independence Hall. This image is courtesy of the Architect of the Capitol.




v
¥ i i :
f 2oLy T e 5] Py - E ] T ¥ J
. s . i ik ! =
3 = ._ ) v :
¥ ) ;.
i ), K i 3
. 4 o ]
- '
i
| ’ 4 ; 4
gy v e
Tl { ¥
, b L - i = A
g, ¥ : . P 5 !
- k., 4 il L
! oz v L o x ' . -4
3 % A ! . X 1
i . [ i L . s L} .
=W | o Pl o
- i . =
) : 3 “'I.,*

As Hancock ied t_he declaration, he purposely wrote in large bold letters, saying King George “... can read my
name without spectacles, and may now double his reward of 500 pounds for my head.” The document was not
signed until August 2, 1776.






In the Declaration of Independence, Jefferson wrote about a new representative
form of government to be put in place and carried out by the nation’s people.

The declaration included four parts. Jefferson was influenced by the philosophy of Great Britain’s John Locke. This
image is courtesy of todayifoundout.com.
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Jefferson wrote: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.”

The Declaration goes on to explain that in a republic, people form a government to protect their rights. Jefferson
wrote that a government should be based “on the consent of the governed.” Like Locke, Jefferson believed that if
a government takes away the rights of the people, it is the people’s responsibility to overthrow that government.”
This image by Howard Pyle in 1896 shows Thomas Jefferson writing the Declaration of Independence. This image
is courtesy of the Delaware Art Museum.
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Americans throughout the colonies now faced a choice.
| g R T pg—

Would they support the move toward independence or continued rule by Great Britain? The nation was divided.
This painting titled Pulling Down the Statue of George Ill at Bowling Green in Lower Manhattan was created by
William Walcutt in 1857. This image is courtesy of the National Archives.









Other Loyalists, called Tories, supported the
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actions of the King.
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During the American Revolution, Great Britain had two primary political parties. The Whigs were considered more
liberal, and the Tories more conservative. The Tories were fiercely loyal to the crown. This painting is titled
Reception of the American Loyalists by Great Britain in the Year 1783. It was painted by Benjamin West (1738-
1820). This image is courtesy of toriesfightingfortheking.com.
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	The First Continental Congress met in 1774 to protest the Intolerable Acts and other British policies that the colonists disliked.
	The delegates had hoped that King George III would favorably respond to their protests. 
	The delegates agreed, however, that if he did not respond as they wished, a second congress would meet during the spring of 1775.
	This second congress, known as the Second Continental Congress, would act as a central government and put together an army for the colonies’ defense.
	As the colonists had feared, King George III ignored their protests.
	Most of the of the members of Congress wanted to rule themselves through their own legislatures while at the same time remaining a part of Great Britain. 
	With very little optimism left, the delegates drafted another letter to the king in one last attempt for peace.
	This letter, called the Olive Branch Petition, assured the king that most of the American colonists were still loyal to Great Britain and to him.
	As they waited for a reply, the Congress went about the business of governing.
	Forming an army was something new for the colonies because before this, the colonists had relied on local militias that defended their own small regions.
	The new army that the Congress created, called the Continental Army, would represent and defend all the colonies.
	The delegates named George Washington, himself a member of the Congress, as the new commander of the army.
	When Washington heard the delegates preparing to discuss his nomination as Commander in Chief, he stood up and left the room so that the Congress could talk freely about him.
	After he was appointed, Washington left Philadelphia to take charge of the colonial forces around Boston.
	Before Washington reached Boston, militia from all parts of New England began to surround the British in Boston.
	British General Thomas Gage ordered his troops to set up cannon on the heights outside of Boston. 
	After learning of the British plan, American Colonel William Prescott led 3500 soldiers to fortify the high ground at and near Charlestown.
	Prescott’s American troops marched to Breed’s Hill and nearby Bunker Hill …
	… and began constructing earthworks. 
	The British would take ships across the Charles River towards the American positions.
	The Americans had very little ammunition. They knew that every shot must be accurate. They could not waste a single shot.
	Because they were low on ammunition, American commanders gave the orders, “Don’t fire until you see the whites of their eyes.” 
	On June 17, 1775, about 2000 British soldiers, dressed in full uniform and carrying heavy packs, struggled up Breed’s Hill. 
	The British fell by the hundreds in the first attack, and had to retreat to the bottom of the hill. 
	The British made a second attack and again lost hundreds of men.
	Many of the Americans ran out of ammunition during the third British attack, and the British took the American position and won the battle.
	The British had bayonets, and most of the Rebels did not have bayonets.
	Although most of the fighting took place on Breed’s Hill, this battle later became known as the Battle of Bunker Hill.
	The Americans suffered approximately 450 casualties of the 3500 men that participated in the battle.
	One of the Americans who lost his life was Dr. Joseph Warren, who was a prominent member of the “Sons of Liberty.”
	Although the Americans lost, the Battle of Bunker Hill was a moral victory for them because their untrained militia had stood up to the British army.
	The British had approximately 1000 casualties of the 3000 men that participated in the battle.
	British Major General Henry Clinton said that the Battle of Bunker Hill was “a dear bought victory, another such would have ruined us.”
	The British had a new respect for the Patriots. During future battles they would frequently move cautiously against the Americans, and Rebel troops were able to escape, even after being defeated.
	American Brigadier General Nathanael Green said of the Battle of Bunker Hill, “I wish we could sell them another hill at the same price.”
	George Washington arrived near Boston approximately two weeks after the Battle of Bunker Hill. 
	Washington’s newly formed Continental Army lacked discipline and training.
	Washington had trouble finding recruits for the army.
	Those who did join the Continental Army had to enlist for several years.
	At its largest, the Continental Army included about 15,000 to 20,000 soldiers. 
	While the American forces were poorly equipped compared to the British, they did have some significant advantages over their opponents.
	The American colonists were well acquainted with the countryside.
	The Patriots/Rebels strongly believed in their cause of freedom. 
	Great Britain had an army of nearly 50,000 soldiers and the most powerful navy in the world.
	To add to the strength of its army, especially after the disaster at Bunker Hill, the British hired German soldiers to fight for them.
	These German soldiers who were hired to fight the Americans were called “Hessians.”
	The British did suffer some disadvantages during the American Revolution.
	 The British had to travel 3000 miles across the Atlantic Ocean to reach the colonies.
	The swamps, thick forested hills, and rapidly flowing rivers would be additional obstacles that some British troops found a challenge.
	One of the most famous American militia units was Vermont’s “Green Mountain Boys.”
	Less than a month after the Battles of Lexington and Concord, Ethan Allen and his Green Mountain Boys joined forces with Benedict Arnold and his soldiers from Boston.
	Together Allen’s and Arnold’s men planned to attack Fort Ticonderoga, a British outpost on New York’s Lake Champlain.
	While the British soldiers slept, Allen and his group crawled through a broken wall and entered the British fort.
	Ethan Allen, with his sword drawn, captured Fort Ticonderoga without anybody being killed on either side. 
	The victory at Fort Ticonderoga gave the rebels a valuable supply of ammunition and 50 cannons.
	The next winter, they tied the cannon, which weighed 2 to 6 tons each, to sleds and dragged them by oxen about 200 miles to Boston. 
	These cannon were quietly set up on Dorchester Heights south of Boston, and were pointed towards the British within the city.
	Before they could be fired upon by the American cannon on Dorchester Heights, the British abandoned Boston. 
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	As the colonists had feared, King George III refused to honor the Olive Branch Petition.
	The king saw the colonists as troublemakers and sent more troops to America to stop their rebellion.
	The king’s actions, along with the continued fighting in the colonies, led more and more Americans to favor breaking ties with Great Britain.
	Encouraging the move toward freedom was a writer and journalist, Thomas Paine.  
	Paine had been in America only a few years when he wrote the pamphlet Common Sense.
	Common Sense declared that the American colonies received no benefits from their mother country, which was intent on exploiting them. 
	Thomas Paine questioned some of the ideas that were basic to British society, such as the concept of a king and queen.  
	Paine called on the colonists to use common sense and become independent of Great Britain: “The period of debate is closed. Arms, as a last resort, must decide the contest… Everything that is right or reasonable pleads for separation.”
	Almost half a million copies of Common Sense flooded the colonies.
	Common Sense showed the colonists that the time had come to formally declare independence.
	The desire for independence grew, and the Congressional delegates, perhaps sensing the mood of the people, knew the time was right.
	Lee stated that “These United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and independent states.”
	The congressional delegates had to consider Lee’s words carefully, because if his resolution passed, there would be no turning back.
	If the Congress agreed to Lee’s resolution, each one would be a traitor in Great Britain’s eyes.
	They formed a five man committee to prepare a formal Declaration of Independence.  
	After some debate the delegates chose Thomas Jefferson to write the declaration. 
	On July 2, 1776, more than a year after the first battle of the American Revolution, the Second Continental Congress adopted Lee’s resolution.
	Two days later, on July 4, 1776, the delegates officially approved Thomas Jefferson’s Declaration of Independence.
	You won’t have to remember too many dates in this class, but the one date you will remember is July 4, 1776.
	On July 4, 1776 the United States declared its independence from Great Britain.
	John Hancock, president of the Second Continental Congress, signed the document first and with the largest signature.  
	As the news reached them, people gathered to listen to readings of the Declaration.
	In the Declaration of Independence, Jefferson wrote about a new representative form of government to be put in place and carried out by the nation’s people.
	The first part of the Declaration is called the preamble. 
	The second part, the Declaration of Rights, lists the rights of the citizens. 
	Jefferson wrote: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.”
	The third part of the Declaration of Independence lists the colonists’ complaints against the British government. 
	The final section declares that the colonies are “free and independent states” with the full power to make war, to form alliances, and to trade with other countries.
	Americans throughout the colonies now faced a choice.
	Loyalists supported ties with Great Britain.
	On the other side were Patriots, who favored separation from Great Britain.   
	Other Loyalists, called Tories, supported the actions of the King.
	A large number of men and women took neither side, content to wait and see what would happen. 
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