
Debate Basics

This image shows former Governor Mitt Romney and President Barack Obama during a Presidential Debate on 
October 16, 2012. This image is courtesy of lonelyconservative.com.



Debate
Vocabulary

This image is from wordinfo.info.



A discussion in which participants clearly express and defend 
their position on an issue. 

Debates are a way for teachers to judge their student’s verbal skills and analytical thinking. This image is courtesy 
of clipartpanda.com.
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Debates are a way for teachers to judge their students’ verbal 
skills and analytical thinking. 

The more well-spoken you are, the more respect you will receive by people that you have just met. This image is 
courtesy of ppst.com.



A statement upon which a debate is based.

A proposition may either agree with something, or denies something. This image is courtesy of humboldt.edu.



Proposition
A statement upon which a debate is based.

A proposition may either agree with something, or denies something. This image is courtesy of humboldt.edu.



A proposition should clearly state a claim that both sides will debate.

A proposition is an issue that is argued. This image is courtesy of topics4debate.blogspot.com.



An attempt to prove that statements from the opposing side are false.

This image is courtesy of technode.com.



Rebuttal
An attempt to prove that statements from the opposing side are false.

This image is courtesy of technode.com.



When two people debate, one of them makes a proposition, 
and the other follows with a rebuttal.

One should not be so emotional in a debate that they do not calmly present facts. This image is courtesy of keepcalm-o-
matic.co.uk.



In favor of a proposal, a statement, or of an opinion.

This image is courtesy of clipartpanda.com.



Proposition
In favor of a proposal, a statement, or of an opinion.

This image is courtesy of clipartpanda.com.



In a debate, someone who is on the proposition side is one 
who puts forward or supports a proposition or a proposal.

This image is courtesy of kanecountyconnects.com.



In disagreement with a proposal, a statement, or of an opinion.

. This image is courtesy of lumpyone.blogspot.com.



Opposition
In disagreement with a proposal, a statement, or of an opinion.

. This image is courtesy of lumpyone.blogspot.com.



In a debate, someone who is on the opposition side is against one 
who puts forward a proposition or a proposal.

This image is courtesy of agapeleaders.com.



A person who presides over a panel discussion or a debate.

During many Presidential debates in the United States, the moderator has been Jim Lehr from the Public Broadcasting 
System (PBS). This image is courtesy of washingtonpost.com.



Moderator
A person who presides over a panel discussion or a debate.

During many Presidential debates in the United States, the moderator has been Jim Lehr from the Public Broadcasting 
System (PBS). This image is courtesy of washingtonpost.com.



A moderator is someone who leads a discussion in a group, 
and tells each person when to speak.

Martha Raddatz from the American Broadcasting Company (ABC) was the moderator for the Vice Presidential 
debate in 2012 between Congressman Paul Ryan, left, and Vice President Joe Biden, right. This image is 
courtesy of vosizneias.com.



A short account of a particular incident or event, especially an 
account that is interesting or amusing. 

Anecdotes are usually instructive. They are to be used for the purpose having an audience more easily understand your 
point. This image is courtesy of gotbrainy.com.



Anecdote
A short account of a particular incident or event, especially an 

account that is interesting or amusing. 

Anecdotes are usually instructive. They are to be used for the purpose having an audience more easily understand your 
point.. This image is courtesy of gotbrainy.com.



A good anecdote helps to keep your audience’s attention and 
helps to get your point across to the audience and judges.

Don’t overuse anecdotes. Too much of a good thing is too much. This image is courtesy of 
vthewaitingpoet.wordpress.com.



Constitutional Amendment that states: "A well regulated Militia, 
being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the 

people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed."

This is a facsimile of the first page of the United States Constitution. This image is courtesy of thesecondcity.com.



Second Amendment
Constitutional Amendment that states: "A well regulated Militia, 
being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the 

people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed."

This is a facsimile of the first page of the United States Constitution. This image is courtesy of ktvl.com.



“Shooting with at least three deaths, excluding the perpetrator.”

This image shows a memorial for shooting victims. This image is courtesy of jerusalempost.com.



Mass Killing/Mass Shooting
“Shooting with at least three deaths, excluding the perpetrator.”

According to the Investigative Assistance for Violent Crimes Act of 2012, a mass killing is defined as a killing with at least 
three deaths, excluding the shooter/perpetrator. Las Vegas experienced a mass shooting in October, 2017. This image is 
courtesy of internationalbusinesstimes.com.



Elementary School shooting in 2012 in which 20 children between 
six and seven years old were killed along with six adults.

The shooter and his mother were also killed. Two people were wounded and did not die. This image is courtesy of 
newschannel5.com.



Sandy Hook
Elementary School shooting in 2012 in which 20 children between 

six and seven years old were killed along with six adults.

The shooter (shown here) and his mother were also killed. Two people were wounded and did not die. This image is 
courtesy of wsbradio.com.



City in which a lone gunman killed 58 people and wounded over 
400 others in ten minutes during a country music festival in 2017.

Another 400 people were injured while trying to escape the area of the shooting. This image is courtesy of casino.org.



Las Vegas
City in which a lone gunman killed 58 people and wounded over 
400 others in ten minutes during a country music festival in 2017.

The shooter fired over 1100 rounds in ten minutes from his hotel room in the Mandalay Bay resort complex. This image is 
courtesy of jewishexponent.com.



Location of Stoneman Douglas High School where 17 students 
and staff members were killed and 17 others wounded in 2018.

This is currently the deadliest high school shooting in United States history, surpassing the Columbine High School shooting 
in Colorado that took place in 1999. This image is courtesy of wpec.com.



Parkland, Florida
Location of Stoneman Douglas High School where 17 students 
and staff members were killed and 17 others wounded in 2018.

The shooter was a nineteen year old former student who hid among the students as they left the school. This image is 
courtesy of usatoday.com.



Location of Robb Elementary School where 21 students and staff 
members were killed and 17 others wounded in 2022.

This is currently the third deadliest school shooting in United States history, behind the Virginia Tech shooting in 2007 and 
the Sandy Hook shooting in 2012. This image is courtesy of globeandmail.com.



Uvalde, Texas
Location of Robb Elementary School where 21 students and staff 

members were killed and 17 others wounded in 2022.

This is currently the third deadliest school shooting in United States history, behind the Virginia Tech shooting in 2007 and 
the Sandy Hook shooting in 2012. This image is courtesy of globeandmail.com.



An ammunition storage and feeding device within or attached to a 
repeating firearm.

They can be removable (detachable) or fixed to the firearm. This image is courtesy of sportsmansguide.com.



Magazine
An ammunition storage and feeding device within or attached to a 

repeating firearm.

The magazine functions by moving the cartridges storied within it into a position where they may be loaded into the barrel 
chamber by the action of the firearm. This image is courtesy of gunskins.com.



Semiautomatic firearms with a large magazine of ammunition that 
are designed for rapid fire and combat use.

The COLT AR-15 is a semi-automatic rifle that fires one round each time the trigger is pulled. This image is courtesy of 
gunskins.com.



Assault Weapon
Semiautomatic firearms with a large magazine of ammunition that 

are designed for rapid fire and combat use.

A lever may be manipulated to make the weapon fully automatic (holding the trigger down allows the weapon to fire 
multiple rounds continuously until the ammunition is depleted. This image is courtesy of violencepolicycenter.com.



An act of the U.S. Congress that requires federal background 
checks on firearms purchasers in the United States.

The law came about because of the assassination attempt on President Ronald Reagan. This image is courtesy of 
smithsonianmag.com.



Brady Bill
An act of the U.S. Congress that requires federal background 

checks on firearms purchasers in the United States.

James Brady, President Reagan’s Press Secretary, was wounded in the shooting. This image is courtesy of nypost.com.



The process of looking up and compiling criminal records, 
commercial records, and financial records of an individual.

The object of background checks is to ensure the safety and security of the individual, or of employees in an organization. 
This image is courtesy of adtips.com.



Background Check
The process of looking up and compiling criminal records, 
commercial records, and financial records of an individual.

In the United States, the Brady Bill requires criminal checks for those wishing to purchase handguns from licensed firearms 
dealers. Restricted firearms also require criminal checks. This image is courtesy of thetrace.com.
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