
LEQ: What are the three branches of the federal government?

The Legislative Branch is divided into two houses. This image is courtesy of nonsensibleshoes.com.



LEQ: What are the three branches of the federal government?
Legislative, Executive, Judicial

The Legislative Branch is divided into two houses. This image is courtesy of nonsensibleshoes.com.



The Constitutional Convention

This painting is titled “Scene at the Signing of the Constitution of the United States.” This image was created by 
Howard Chandler Christie (1873-1952) in 1940. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



The Constitutional Convention
Vocabulary

This image is from wordinfo.info.



A 1787 meeting in Philadelphia during which the United States Constitution was written.

Fifty-five men attended one or more sessions of the convention, which lasted from May, 1787 to September, 1787. 
This image was created by Louis Glanzman in 1987. This image is courtesy of teachingamericanhistory.org.



Constitutional Convention
A 1787 meeting in Philadelphia during which the United States Constitution was written.

Fifty-five men attended one or more sessions of the convention, which lasted from May, 1787 to September, 1787. 
This image was created by Louis Glanzman in 1987. This image is courtesy of teachingamericanhistory.org.



The Constitutional Convention that met in Philadelphia in 
1787 created the national government that we have today.

George Washington is standing on the raised platform on the right. Benjamin Franklin is shown sitting in the 
center. Alexander Hamilton is to the left of Franklin and is speaking with him. James Madison is shown sitting at 
the front, to the right of Benjamin Franklin, and to the right of the man in the red jacket. This image is courtesy of 
senate.gov. 



An action by which an executive rejects a bill submitted by a 
legislature. To refuse to approve.  

This reenactment shows President George Washington (left) vetoing a bill by the Congress that attempted to define the 
number of members of the United States House of Representatives.  This image is courtesy of Colonial Williamsburg.



Veto
An action by which an executive rejects a bill submitted by a 

legislature. To refuse to approve.  

This reenactment shows President George Washington (left) vetoing a bill by the Congress that attempted to define the 
number of members of the United States House of Representatives.  This image is courtesy of Colonial Williamsburg.



George Washington chose to veto only two bills passed by 
Congress in the eight years that he served as President.

The other veto concerned how the military should be structured. The Samuel Osgood House was the home of 
President George Washington when New York City was the Capital of the United States. This image is courtesy of 
Wikimedia Commons.



An agreement acceptable to both sides.

Signing the Preliminary Treaty of Peace at Paris, November 30, 1782. John Jay and Benjamin Franklin are 
standing at the left. This print is from a painting by Carl Wilhelm Anton Seiler (1846-1921). The print was created 
in 1905. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Compromise
An agreement acceptable to both sides.

Signing the Preliminary Treaty of Peace at Paris, November 30, 1782. John Jay and Benjamin Franklin are 
standing at the left. This print is from a painting by Carl Wilhelm Anton Seiler (1846-1921). The print was created 
in 1905. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



The “Great Compromise” called for Congress to consist of two houses: a 
Senate, and a House of Representatives.

In the House of Representatives, the number of members would be based on population. In the Senate each 
states would have two Senators regardless of population. In this image, the Senate wing is on the left and the 
House of Representatives is on the right. This image is courtesy outsidethebeltway.com.



The lawmaking branch of a government.

The primary building which houses the legislative branch is the United States Capitol in Washington, D.C. This 
image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Legislative Branch
The lawmaking branch of a government.

The primary building which houses the legislative branch is the United States Capitol in Washington, D.C. This 
image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



The legislative branch includes lawmakers elected by the voters of the state.

This image shows the President delivering his State of the Union speech in the House of Representatives. The 
population of a state determines how many representatives that state will have. Representatives are more 
commonly called “Congressman” or “Congresswoman.” This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



The branch of government that carries out the laws made by the legislative branch. 

The primary building which houses the executive branch is the White House in Washington, D.C. This is the south 
side, or South Portico of the White House. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Executive Branch
The branch of government that carries out the laws made by the legislative branch. 

The primary building which houses the executive branch is the White House in Washington, D.C. This is the south 
side, or South Portico of the White House. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



A President heads the executive branch.

The President of the United States is chosen in a national election held every four years. This image is courtesy of 
abcnews.com. 



The branch of government of government that determines if the  laws are carried out 
fairly, and if the laws are legal under the Constitution, or “Constitutional.”

The primary building which houses the judicial branch is the United States Supreme Court Building in Washington, 
D.C. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Judicial Branch
The branch of government of government that determines if the  laws are carried out 

fairly, and if the laws are legal under the Constitution, or “Constitutional.”

The primary building which houses the judicial branch is the United States Supreme Court Building in Washington, 
D.C. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



The highest court in the Judicial Branch is the Supreme Court. 

Nine justices sit on the Supreme Court, eight associate justices and one chief justice. Front row from left to right 
are: Brett Kavanaugh, Elena Kagan, Neil Gorsuch, and Amy Barrett. Back row from left to right are: Samuel Alito, 
Clarence Thomas, Chief Justice John Roberts, Stephen Breyer, and Sonia Sotomayor. This image is courtesy of 
usatoday.com. 



The Constitutional Convention
People to Meet

This image of The Adoption of the U.S. Constitution in Congress at Independence Hall, Philadelphia, Sept. 17, 
1787 was painted by John H. Froehlich. This image is courtesy of teachingamericanhistory.org.



The President of the Constitutional Convention who came out of 
retirement to lend his influence and reputation to the proceedings.

George Washington (1732-1799) could have stayed on his plantation at Mount Vernon, Virginia, but chose to 
come to the convention in Philadelphia because he felt that the Articles of Confederation were not working well. 
This painting was created by Gilbert Stuart (1755-1828) in 1797. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



George Washington
The President of the Constitutional Convention who came out of 

retirement to lend his influence and reputation to the proceedings.

George Washington (1732-1799) could have stayed on his plantation at Mount Vernon, Virginia, but chose to 
come to the convention in Philadelphia because he felt that the Articles of Confederation were not working well. 
This painting was created by Gilbert Stuart (1755-1828) in 1797. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



A Virginia politician who brought elaborate plans and research about government to the 
Convention. He was very active and earned the nickname “The Father of the Constitution.”

James Madison (1751-1836) was a Virginia lawyer who studied how governments worked. This painting was 
created by John Vanderlyn (1775-1852) in 1816. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



James Madison
A Virginia politician who brought elaborate plans and research about government to the 

Convention. He was very active and earned the nickname “The Father of the Constitution.”

James Madison (1751-1836) was a Virginia lawyer who studied how governments worked. This painting was 
created by John Vanderlyn (1775-1852) in 1816. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



The oldest delegate to the Constitutional convention who headed the committee that came up 
with the “Great Compromise.” His efforts were significant in creating the Constitution. 

Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) is the only person to sign: The Declaration of Independence, The Treaty of 
Alliance, The Treaty of Paris, and the Constitution. This painting was created by Joseph Duplessis (1725-1802) in 
1785. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Benjamin Franklin
The oldest delegate to the Constitutional convention who headed the committee that came up 

with the “Great Compromise.” His efforts were significant in creating the Constitution. 

Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) is the only person to sign: The Declaration of Independence, The Treaty of 
Alliance, The Treaty of Paris, and the Constitution. This painting was created by Joseph Duplessis (1725-1802) in 
1785. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



The Constitutional Convention
Maps

This image shows the United States and its territories in 1787. The image is courtesy of earlyamerica.com.



Land Belonging to the United States During the Constitutional Convention
Find the Land Belonging to the United States during the Constitutional Convention on this map.

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of imageck.com.



Land Belonging to the United States During the Constitutional Convention
Find the Land Belonging to the United States during the Constitutional Convention on this map.

The land belonging to the United States during the Confederation Era is now highlighted in red. This image is courtesy of the
University of Texas.



13 Original States
Find the 13 original states on this map of the current United States.

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of imageck.com.



13 Original States
Find the 13 original states on this map of the current United States.

The 13 original states are now highlighted in red. The image is courtesy of imageck.com.



Philadelphia
Find Philadelphia on this map of the current United States.

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Philadelphia
Find Philadelphia on this map of the current United States.

Philadelphia is now marked by a red dot and the word “Philadelphia.” The image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Virginia
Find Virginia on this map of the current United States.

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Virginia
Find Virginia on this map of the current United States.

Virginia is now colored red. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Rhode Island
Find Rhode Island on this map of the current United States.

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Rhode Island
Find Rhode Island on this map of the current United States.

Rhode Island is now colored red. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



New York
Find New York on this map of the current United States.

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



New York
Find New York on this map of the current United States.

New York is now colored red. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



South Carolina
Find South Carolina on this map of the current United States.

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



South Carolina
Find South Carolina on this map of the current United States.

South Carolina is now colored red. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



New Hampshire
Find New Hampshire on this map of the current United States.

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



New Hampshire
Find New Hampshire on this map of the current United States.

New Hampshire is now colored red. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Maryland
Find Maryland on this map of the current United States.

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Maryland
Find Maryland on this map of the current United States.

Maryland is now colored red. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Connecticut
Find Connecticut on this map of the current United States.

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Connecticut
Find Connecticut on this map of the current United States.

Connecticut is now colored red. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Georgia
Find Georgia on this map of the current United States.

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Georgia
Find Georgia on this map of the current United States.

Georgia is now colored red. The image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Delaware
Find Delaware on this map of the current United States.

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Delaware
Find Delaware on this map of the current United States.

Delaware is now colored red. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



North Carolina
Find North Carolina on this map of the current United States.

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



North Carolina
Find North Carolina on this map of the current United States.

North Carolina is now colored red. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



New Jersey
Find New Jersey on this map of the current United States.

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



New Jersey
Find New Jersey on this map of the current United States.

New Jersey is now colored red. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Massachusetts
Find Massachusetts on this map of the current United States.

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Massachusetts
Find Massachusetts on this map of the current United States.

Massachusetts is now colored red. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Pennsylvania
Find Pennsylvania on this map of the current United States.

This map shows the present boundaries of the states. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Pennsylvania
Find Pennsylvania on this map of the current United States.

Pennsylvania is now colored red. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



LEQ: What are the three branches of the federal government?

The Legislative Branch is divided into two houses. This image is courtesy of nonsensibleshoes.com.



LEQ: What are the three branches of the federal government?
Legislative, Executive, Judicial

The Legislative Branch is divided into two houses. This image is courtesy of nonsensibleshoes.com.
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