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The Common Man

Andrew Jackson was the first person elected to the Presidency whose home state was neither Virginia nor 
Massachusetts. This image is courtesy of the Architect of the Capitol.
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On July 4, 1826, the 50th anniversary of the approval of the 
Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson died.

This is Thomas Jefferson’s bedroom in Monticello, Virginia. Jefferson died in this bed on July 4, 1826.This image 
is courtesy of monticello.org.



John Adams, who also served on the committee to produce the 
Declaration of Independence, followed several hours later.

“Peacefield” was the home of John Adams and Abigail Adams in Quincy, Massachusetts. It was also the home to 
their son, John Quincy Adams. John Adams died here on July 4, 1826. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons.



With many of the “Founding Fathers” now dead, 
Americans stood on the threshold of a new era.

This painting by William Sidney Mount (1807-1838) is titled “Dancing on the Barn Floor.” It was painted in 1831. 
This image is courtesy of the-athenaeum.org.



Political Power in the United States began to expand to other groups.

The individuals in this painting who had the right to vote in “Jacksonian America” were adult white males. The 
people in this painting who did not have the right to vote were women, children and African Americans. This 
painting by William Sidney Mount (1807-1838) is titled “California News.” This image is courtesy of b-
womeninarmericanhistory19.blogspot.com.



Until this time, only a select group of people-- white  male 
property owners-- made decisions about government.

This image shows two fairly well off individuals whittling. This painting by William Sidney Mount (1807-1838) is 
titled “Coming to the Point.” This image is courtesy of b-womeninarmericanhistory19.blogspot.com.



Now new voices from the West wanted to be heard.

The artist George Caleb Bingham (1811-1879) lived for a time in St. Louis, Missouri, and painted scenes along the 
Missouri and Mississippi rivers. This image, painted in 1846 is titled “Jolly Flatboatmen,” This image is courtesy of 
Wikimedia Commons.



Settlers who carved out states in lands between the Appalachian 
Mountains and the Mississippi River judged leaders by new standards.

This photograph was taken looking southwest from the observation tower on Mount Mitchell, North Carolina. 
Mount Mitchell is the highest peak in North America east of the Mississippi River. This image is courtesy of 
Wikimedia Commons.



Westerners respected self-made leaders—people who succeeded 
on their own rather than on inherited wealth or family name.

The artist George Caleb Bingham (1811-1879) is now well known for his paintings of frontier life along the 
Missouri River. This image, painted in 1850, is titled “Shooting for the Beef.” It is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



When new Western states wrote constitutions, they gave 
suffrage, or the right to vote to all white men.

The artist George Caleb Bingham (1811-1879) is now well known for his paintings of frontier life such as this 
election scene. This image, painted in 1852, is titled “The County Election.” It is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



By the 1830s, the number of qualified voters in the United States had skyrocketed.

George Caleb Bingham (1811-1879) is now well known for his paintings of frontier life such as this image of a man 
announcing some election results to a crowd. This image, painted circa 1854, is titled “The Verdict.” This image is 
courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Although all white males could start to vote in the 1820s, 
many other people were still denied the right to vote.

This image is courtesy of sodahead.com.



While large numbers of free white men won the right to 
vote, many free African American men lost it.

This image shows abolitionist and escaped slave William Wells Brown (1814-1884). It was produced circa 1852 
for his book, Three Years in Europe: Places I Have Seen and People I Have Met. This image is courtesy of 
Wikimedia Commons.



Women, Native Americans, and enslaved African 
Americans were still denied the right to vote.

This lady on the left is telling the fortune of the lady on the right. This painting by Harry Herman Roseland (ca. 
1867-1950) is titled “The Palm Reader.” This image is courtesy of b-womeninarmericanhistory19.blogspot.com.



A caucus is a closed political meeting in which a few individuals 
decide who would be able to run for office.

This image by Robert Housch was taken of a committee room in Congress Hall, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on 
July 30, 2009.



The white men who did win the right to vote in the 1820s and 
1830s wanted to make sure that leaders heard their voices.

George Caleb Bingham (1811-1879) is now well known for his paintings of frontier life such as this image of a man 
giving an election speech to a crowd. This image, painted circa 1853, is titled “Stump Speaking.” It is courtesy of 
Wikimedia Commons.



These new voters did not like using caucuses to nominate people for office.

Until the 1920s, many state legislatures choose United States Senators. This is the U.S. Senate Chamber in 
Congress Hall, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. This image was taken by Robert Housch on July 30, 2009.



Critics said that the process of using a small number of people to choose 
leaders limited democracy. People demanded an end to “King Caucus.”

Caucus Curs in Full Yell is an 1824 cartoon showing Andrew Jackson under attack by newspapers representing 
those who liked the caucus system. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress.



In the 1830s, party officials bowed to public pressure. They began 
to hold nominating conventions instead of party caucuses.

This image shows the interior of Tammany Hall in New York City decorated for a nominating convention in 1868. 
This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



The Election of 1824 was very controversial.

In the 1824 Presidential election, 131 electoral votes were needed to win. Andrew Jackson received 99 electoral 
votes. John Quincy Adams received 84 electoral votes. William H. Crawford received 41 electoral votes. Henry 
Clay received 37 electoral votes.  This map is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



In the Election of 1824, two westerners competed for 
the presidency– Henry Clay of Kentucky… 

Henry Clay (1777-1852) served Kentucky at different times as a Senator and as a Congressman. He was also 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



… and Andrew Jackson of Tennessee. 

The painting of Andrew Jackson was created by Thomas Sully (1783-1872) in 1824, the year of the first time that 
he ran for the office of President of the United States. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Other candidates in the election of 1824 included an 
easterner– John Quincy Adams of Massachusetts--…

John Quincy Adams (1767-1848) was the son of President John Adams. John Quincy Adams had been the 
Secretary of State in the administration of James Monroe. The painting was created by G.P. A. Healy (1818-1894) 
in 1858. It is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



…and a Southerner William Crawford of Georgia.

William Crawford had been Secretary of the Treasury in the administrations of James Madison and James 
Monroe. This image was painted by John Wesley Jarvis. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.
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The four Candidates for President in 1824 came from various backgrounds. 

The Niles Weekly Register published this incomplete tally of electoral votes for the 1824 election. This image is 
courtesy of the Virginia Historical Society.
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John Quincy Adams, the son of President John Adams, 
had spent his life studying national politics.

John Quincy Adams had served as Secretary of State under James Monroe. This is a daguerreotype of Adams 
taken in 1843 by Philip Haas.  This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Henry Clay’s ability to negotiate deals had led Clay to 
become Speaker of the House of Representatives.

This painting of the old House of Representatives Chamber shows a gentleman lighting the lamps in the middle of 
the seating area for House members during a night session. This image by Samuel F.B. Morse  titled House of 
Representatives was created in 1823. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



People knew William Crawford best as President James Monroe’s Secretary of the Treasury.

This painting shows the 1823 cabinet meeting that lead to the birth of the Monroe Doctrine. From left to right are: 
Secretary of State John Quincy Adams (1767-1848), Secretary of the Treasury William Harris Crawford (1772-
1834), Attorney General William Wirt (1772-1834), President James Monroe (1758-1831), Secretary of War John 
C. Calhoun (1782-1850), Vice President Daniel D. Tompkins (1774-1825), and Postmaster General John McLean 
(1785-1861). This image was painted by Clyde O. DeLand (1872-1947). This image is courtesy of the Philadelphia 
Board of Public Education.



Andrew Jackson had captured popular attention as the hero of the Battle of New Orleans.

Edward Percy Moran’s 1910 painting shows Major General Andrew Jackson standing on a parapet at the Battle of 
New Orleans. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress.



The Election of 1824 resulted in an action known as the “Corrupt Bargain.”

This image titled “A Foot Race” was copyrighted on October 6, 1824. It shows the four leading Presidential 
candidates in the election of 1824. The three running candidates on the left include from left to right: John Quincy 
Adams, William Crawford, and Andrew Jackson. Henry Clay, on the far right with his hand on his head has already 
given up. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress.



In the election of 1824, Andrew Jackson won far more popular 
votes than any of the other candidates.

Andrew Jackson on his way to his inauguration in 1829 makes a speech in Greeneville, Tennessee. This painting 
was created by Howard Pyle (1853-1911) and is courtesy of the Granger Collection.



Neither Jackson nor any other candidate, however, won a majority 
of the electoral votes.

In the 1824 election, there was a total of 261 electoral votes. 131 electoral votes were needed to win. Jackson had 
99 electoral votes. John Quincy Adams had 84 electoral votes, William Crawford received 41 electoral votes, and 
Henry Clay earned 37 electoral votes. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



For the second time in United States history the House 
of Representatives would choose the President.

In the old House of Representatives Chamber in the United States Capitol is Carlo Franzoni’s 1810 sculptural 
clock depicting Clio, the muse of history, recording the proceedings of the House of Representatives. This image 
is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



At Henry Clay’s urging, most of his supporters gave their votes to Adams.

This image shows Henry Clay proposing the Compromise of 1850 to the United States Senate. It was drawn by 
Peter F. Rothermel (1817-1895) and is courtesy of the Library of Congress. 



A short time later, Adams named Clay his Secretary of State.

The position of Secretary of State was considered by many people at that time to be the best office to hold before 
one became President. Three of the previous five Presidents, Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and James 
Monroe all became Presidents after they held the office of Secretary of State. After John Quincy Adams became 
President, four out of the first six Presidents were Secretary of State before they were President. This painting of 
John Quincy Adams created by Gilbert Stuart (1755-1828) in 1818. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons.



Enraged supporters of Jackson charged Adams and Clay with reaching a “Corrupt Bargain.”

This photograph of two men shaking hands was created by Tobias Wolter in April, 2006. This image is courtesy of 
Wikimedia Commons.



This image is kind of titled “Modern Balaam and his Donkey.”

It refers to a biblical story in which the rider, Balaam, is wondering why his donkey is stopping. His donkey can see 
danger ahead. The rider in this cartoon is Andrew Jackson. This is the first appearance of the Democratic Party’s 
donkey. The cartoon was created in 1837 by Henry R. Robinson. This image is courtesy of the Library of 
Congress.



Following the 1824 election, the old Democratic-Republican party began to split apart.

It appears that the old Democratic-Republican party did not have an official logo or symbol. This image is courtesy 
of dcpolitcalreport.com.



Today’s Democratic party traces the roots of its name to the time of Jackson.

Instead of Democratic Republicans, many of Andrew Jackson’s supporters called their members “Democrats.” The 
donkey is no longer the official logo of the Democratic Party, but it is still its most recognizable logo. This image is 
courtesy of yestodemocracy.com.



The results of the Election of 1828 were much better for Andrew Jackson.

In the 1828 Presidential Election, 261 Electoral Votes were at stake, and 131 were needed to win. Andrew 
Jackson received 178 Electoral Votes and John Quincy Adams received 83 Electoral Votes. This image is 
courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



During the campaign, the country watched as Adams 
and Jackson bitterly attacked each other.

This painting of Andrew Jackson was created in 
1824 by Thomas Sully. It is courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons.

This painting of John Quincy Adams was 
created in 1858 by George P.A. Healy. It is 
courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



On Election Day, Jackson won by a landslide.

The official White House portrait of Andrew Jackson. It was painted by Ralph E.W. Earl circa 1835. This image is 
courtesy of whitehouse.gov.



Andrew Jackson received 56% of the popular vote and 
68% of the Electoral Votes.

This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Jackson’s supporters believed that he represented the “common man.”

The Card Players depicts individuals in Missouri during the nineteenth century. This image by William Sidney 
Mount (1807-1868) is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.
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George Washington’s Inauguration



What were some characteristics of people who 
ran the government during the Federalist period?



Think of at least three words (hopefully more) to describe these people. 
Be prepared to come up and highlight examples of those words.



Listen to the song “The President’s March.”



Write down on your paper how you feel when you 
hear this song.



Write down on your paper at least three words to 
describe this song.



Write down on your paper what this song tells you 
about the Federalist Period.



Andrew Jackson speaking to crowd 
outside of a Tavern



What were some characteristics of the people who ran 
the government during the Age of Andrew Jackson?



What three words best describe 
Andrew Jackson and his supporters?



I am passing you the lyrics to the song “The Hunters of Kentucky” 
which was one of Andrew Jackson’s 1828 Presidential campaign 

songs. Listen to the song.



Write down on your paper how you feel when you 
hear this song.



Write down on your paper what this song 
tells you about the Age of Jackson.



Write down on your paper at least three 
words to describe this song.



Judging from the images and the songs, write down on your paper 
how the Federalist Period compared to the Age of Jackson.



Write down on your paper what ideas, events, or personalities led 
to the differences between the Federalist period and the Age of 

Jackson.
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