
LEQ: What was the name given to California gold seekers?

Gold was discovered in California at Sutter’s Mill on January 24, 1848. The news of gold eventually brought 
approximately 300,000 people to California.  They mined what today would be worth tens of billions of dollars of 
gold. California became a state by 1850. This image, “Gold Washing in California,” was created for Marshall H. 
Bright’s True Stories of American History for Our Young People. It was published in 1898. 



LEQ: What was the name given to California gold seekers?
Forty-Niners

Gold was discovered in California at Sutter’s Mill on January 24, 1848. The news of gold eventually brought 
approximately 300,000 people to California.  They mined what today would be worth tens of billions of dollars of 
gold. California became a state by 1850. This image, “Gold Washing in California,” was created for Marshall H. 
Bright’s True Stories of American History for Our Young People. It was published in 1898. 



The California Gold Rush Basics

This image, “California and Oregon Stage Company” shows a Wells Fargo and Company stagecoach carrying 
passengers and the U.S. Mail past Mount Shasta at the southern end of the Cascade Mountain range in 
California. The artist was A. Stein (1835-) and the lithographer was the company Britton & Rey which was active 
from 1851-1902. This image is courtesy of the Bancroft Library at the University of California at Berkeley. 



The California Gold Rush
Vocabulary

This image is from wordinfo.info.



A gold seeker who went to California in 1849.

Gold was discovered in California at Sutter’s Mill on January 24, 1848. The news of gold eventually brought 
approximately 300,000 people to California.  They mined what today would be worth tens of billions of dollars of 
gold. California became a state by 1850. This image, “Gold Washing in California,” was created for Marshall H. 
Bright’s True Stories of American History for Our Young People. It was published in 1898. 



Forty-Niner
A gold seeker who went to California in 1849.

Gold was discovered in California at Sutter’s Mill on January 24, 1848. The news of gold eventually brought 
approximately 300,000 people to California.  They mined what today would be worth tens of billions of dollars of 
gold. California became a state by 1850. This image, “Gold Washing in California,” was created for Marshall H. 
Bright’s True Stories of American History for Our Young People. It was published in 1898. 



Thousands of forty-niners sailed to San Francisco from New York, 
Boston, and Galveston, Texas. 

This image shows the Harbor at San Francisco with Yerba Buena Island in the right background. This image was 
taken circa 1850-1851. This image is courtesy of the Library and Congress and Wikimedia Commons.



The Mexican state of California that declared independence from Mexico in 1846.

The first flag was raised at Sonoma Plaza in Sonoma, California on June 14, 1846. It was designed by William L. 
Todd, a first cousin of Mary Todd Lincoln. This photograph, taken in 1890, is of the original Bear Flag. The flag was 
destroyed by fire in the aftermath of the 1906 San Francisco earthquake. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons.



Bear Flag Republic
The Mexican state of California that declared independence from Mexico in 1846.

The first flag was raised at Sonoma Plaza in Sonoma, California on June 14, 1846. It was designed by William L. 
Todd, a first cousin of Mary Todd Lincoln. This photograph, taken in 1890, is of the original Bear Flag. The flag was 
destroyed by fire in the aftermath of the 1906 San Francisco earthquake. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons.



The California Bear Flag Republic was not recognized by any 
other country, and no civil structure was ever created.

The California Bear Flag Republic lasted for only a few weeks until the United States military took over the region 
and California was effectively made a territory of the United States. Its most enduring legacy was the modern flag 
of the State of California, shown here. This image was created by Devin Cook in 2008. This image is courtesy of 
Wikimedia Commons.



A miner who explored areas for mineral deposits such as gold.

This painting is titled “The Lone Prospector.” It was created by Albertus Del Orient Browere (1814-1887) in 1853. It 
is part of the collection of the Oakland Museum of California. This image is courtesy of museumca.org.



Prospector
A miner who explored areas for mineral deposits such as gold.

This painting is titled “The Lone Prospector.” It was created by Albertus Del Orient Browere (1814-1887) in 1853. It 
is part of the collection of the Oakland Museum of California. This image is courtesy of museumca.org.



Most of the prospectors in the mining towns lived in tents.

The lucky ones owned cabins, most of which lacked windows or chimneys. Tents were convenient because 
miners could pick them up and move them to the next claim. This image is courtesy of legendsofamerica.com.



A member of an organization of citizens who takes the law into his or her own hands.

This image is titled “Execution of James P. Casey and Charles Cora by the Vigilance Committee of San Francisco, 
California.” It was created by Charles B. Huestis in 1856. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Vigilante
A member of an organization of citizens who takes the law into his or her own hands. 

This image is titled “Execution of James P. Casey and Charles Cora by the Vigilance Committee of San Francisco, 
California.” It was created by Charles B. Huestis in 1856. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



The vigilantes drove petty thieves out of town and hanged murderers.

Such justice became known as vigilante justice– law without judge or jury. This image was created for William H. 
Mace’s A School History of the United States. It was printed in Chicago, Illinois in 1904 by Rand McNally and 
Company. This image is courtesy of ushistoryimages.com.



The California Gold Rush
People to Meet

This image is titled “The California Company going from the town of York. In 1849.” The person kneeling on the 
right says, “Oh, Gold, Gold, the heaviest of all metals.” The caption lists the group of people leaving York, 
Pennsylvania: The above Company Arrived Safe in California.” This image by participant Lewis Miller (drawn in his 
journal)  is courtesy of the Historical Society of York County, Pennsylvania. 



United States general during the Mexican War who invaded Mexico from 
the North and who later became the 12th President of the United States.

Zachary Taylor (1784-1850) was nicknamed “Old Rough and Ready.” This image was painted by Joseph Henry 
Bush (1794-1865) in 1848.This image is courtesy of the White House Historical Association and of Wikimedia 
Commons.



Zachary Taylor
United States general during the Mexican War who invaded Mexico from 
the North and who later became the 12th President of the United States.

Zachary Taylor (1784-1850) was nicknamed “Old Rough and Ready.” This image was painted by Joseph Henry 
Bush (1794-1865) in 1848.This image is courtesy of the White House Historical Association and of Wikimedia 
Commons.



A leader of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints who led the Mormons to Utah.

Brigham Young (1801-1877) was President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, founded Salt Lake 
City, and was the first governor of the Utah Territory. This image, taken by Charles William Carter (1832-1918) 
circa 1870 is courtesy of Harvard Art Museum/Fogg Museum and Wikimedia Commons.



Brigham Young
A leader of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints who led the Mormons to Utah.

Brigham Young (1801-1877) was President of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, founded Salt Lake 
City, and was the first governor of the Utah Territory. This image, taken by Charles William Carter (1832-1918) 
circa 1870 is courtesy of Harvard Art Museum/Fogg Museum and Wikimedia Commons.



The owner of Sutter’s Mill where gold was discovered in California in 1848.

Johann Augustus  “John” Sutter (1803-1880) was born in Germany to Swiss parents. He had established Sutter’s 
Fort in the area that would eventually become Sacramento. This image was taken by an unknown photographer 
circa 1850. This image is courtesy of the online archive of California and of Wikimedia Commons. 



John Sutter
The owner of Sutter’s Mill where gold was discovered in California in 1848.

Johann Augustus  “John” Sutter (1803-1880) was born in Germany to Swiss parents. He had established Sutter’s 
Fort in the area that would eventually become Sacramento. This image was taken by an unknown photographer 
circa 1850. This image is courtesy of the online archive of California and of Wikimedia Commons. 



The foreman who constructed Sutter’s Mill in California, and who first 
discovered gold there in 1848.

James Wilson Marshall (1810-1885) was an American carpenter and sawmill operator who was born in New 
Jersey. This image was taken by an unknown photographer circa 1870. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons. 



James Marshall
The foreman who constructed Sutter’s Mill in California, and who first 

discovered gold there in 1848.

James Wilson Marshall (1810-1885) was an American carpenter and sawmill operator who was born in New 
Jersey. This image was taken by an unknown photographer circa 1870. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia 
Commons. 



The California Gold Rush
Maps

This map shows the area of Northern California where gold was discovered. The gold fields are colored yellow. 
This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.



Utah
Find Utah on this map of the 50 States of the United States. 

This image shows the 50 States of the United States. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Utah
Find Utah on this map of the 50 States of the United States. 

Utah is now colored red. On January 4, 1896, Utah became the 45th State. This image shows the 50 States of the United 
States. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Great Salt Lake
Find the Great Salt Lake on this map of the 50 States of the United States. 

This image shows the 50 States of the United States. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Great Salt Lake
Find the Great Salt Lake on this map of the 50 States of the United States. 

The Great Salt Lake is now colored blue and next to it are the words “Great Salt Lake.”  This image shows the 50 States of 
the United States. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Salt Lake City, Utah
Find Salt Lake City on this map of the 50 States of the United States. 

This image shows the 50 States of the United States. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



Salt Lake City, Utah
Find Salt Lake City on this map of the 50 States of the United States. 

Salt Lake City is now marked by a red dot and the words “Salt Lake City.”  This image shows the 50 States of the United 
States. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



California
Find California on this map of the 50 States of the United States. 

This image shows the 50 States of the United States. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



California
Find California on this map of the 50 States of the United States. 

California is now colored red. On September 9, 1850, California became the 31st State. This image shows the 50 States of the 
United States. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



San Francisco, California
Find San Francisco, California on this map of the 50 States of the United States. 

This image shows the 50 States of the United States. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



San Francisco, California
Find San Francisco, California on this map of the 50 States of the United States. 

San Francisco, California is marked by a red dot, and by the words “San Francisco.” This image shows the 50 States of the 
United States. This image is courtesy of the University of Texas.



South America
Find the continent of South America on the map showing the continents of the world.

This map shows the seven continents. The image is courtesy of vecteezy.com.



South America
Find the continent of South America on the map showing the continents of the world.

South America is now colored red. This map shows the seven continents. The image is courtesy of vecteezy.com.



Cape Horn
Find Cape Horn on the map showing the continents of the world.

This map shows the seven continents. The image is courtesy of vecteezy.com.



Cape Horn
Find Cape Horn on the map showing the continents of the world.

Cape Horn is now colored red, and next to it are the words “Cape Horn.” This map shows the seven continents. The image is 
courtesy of vecteezy.com.



Isthmus of Panama
Find the Isthmus of Panama on the map showing the continents of the world.

This map shows the seven continents. The image is courtesy of vecteezy.com.



Isthmus of Panama
Find the Isthmus of Panama on the map showing the continents of the world.

The Isthmus of Panama is now colored red, and next to it are the words “Isthmus of Panama.” This map shows the seven 
continents. The image is courtesy of vecteezy.com.



LEQ: What was the name given to California gold seekers?

Gold was discovered in California at Sutter’s Mill on January 24, 1848. The news of gold eventually brought 
approximately 300,000 people to California.  They mined what today would be worth tens of billions of dollars of 
gold. California became a state by 1850. This image, “Gold Washing in California,” was created for Marshall H. 
Bright’s True Stories of American History for Our Young People. It was published in 1898. 
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Gold was discovered in California at Sutter’s Mill on January 24, 1848. The news of gold eventually brought 
approximately 300,000 people to California.  They mined what today would be worth tens of billions of dollars of 
gold. California became a state by 1850. This image, “Gold Washing in California,” was created for Marshall H. 
Bright’s True Stories of American History for Our Young People. It was published in 1898. 
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