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This image is t|tled “Battle of Gettysburg "t deplcts Plckett S Charge on July 3, 1863 when Confederates led by
Brigadier General Lewis Armistead attempt to reach some cannon in the Union line on Cemetery Ridge. This
image was created in 1887 by Thure de Thulstrup (1848-1930) for Louis Prang & Company, Boston,

Massachusetts. This image was restored by Adam Cuerden. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons and
the Library of Congress.
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Fredericksburg, Virginia. Confederates from Barksdale’s Mississippi Brigade are in the buildings on the other side
of the river and are firing at the Union soldiers building the bridge. This image is titled “Battle of Fredericksburg:
The Army of the Potomac crossing the Rappahannock in the morning of December 13, 1862 under the command
of Generals Burnside, Sumner, Hooker & Franklin.” This event actually took place on December 11, 1862. This
image was created by Kurz & Allison in 1888. This image is courtesy the Library of Congress.
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The “victory” at Antietam helped President Lincoln to issue the Emancipation Proclamation.

The Confederate states seceded mainly because they feared that Lincoln would interfere with the institution of
slavery. This image is the first page of the Emancipation Proclamation, which was a five page document. This
image is courtesy of the National Archives and Records Administration.



Lincoln made this clear when he stated in a letter to newspaper editor Horace Greeley on August 22, 1862, “If |
could save the Union without freeing any slave, | would do it; and if | could save it by freeing all the slaves, | would
doit...”



Because the war was not going well for the Union in the East, Lincoln realized he needed the full support of
antislavery groups in order to continue the war. Lincoln made a decision to end slavery.
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Lincoln thought if he made his announcement after a defeat, it might look he was trying to start a slave
insurrection and be a desperate attempt to get support. He wanted to speak from strength, not from weakness.



After the news of the Battle of Antietam reached Lincoln, he called his cabinet together.

T

Lincoln told his cabinet, that Antietam wasn’t a decisive victory, but the Confederates had been driven out of
Maryland. This was the closest that the Union armies in the East were to having a victory. This painting is titled
“First Reading of the Emancipation Proclamation of President Lincoln.” This event took place on July 22, 1862
when Secretary of State William Seward told Lincoln to wait to issue it until after he had a victory. This painting
was created in 1864 by Francis Bicknell Carpenter (1830-1900). Shown from left to right are: Secretary of War
Edwin M. Stanton, Secretary of the Treasury Salmon P. Chase, President Abraham Lincoln, Secretary of the Navy
Gideon Welles, Secretary of the Interior Caleb B. Smith, Secretary of State William H. Seward (seated),
Postmaster General Montgomery Blair, Attorney General Edward Bates. This image is courtesy of senate.gov.




It declared all slaves in seceded states “forever free” unless the states returned to the Union by January 1, 1863.



The new year came and went and no Confederate states reentered the Union.

The Emancipation Proclamation went into effect on January 1, 1863. This image shows slaves waiting for the hour
of Emancipation. This image is titled “Watch Meeting December 315t 1862—\Waiting for the Hour.” It was created
by William Tolman Carlton (1816-1888). This image is courtesy of whitehousehistory.org.
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The Emancipation Proclamation excluded the more than 800,000 slaves in the border states that remained in the
Union or in Union occupied areas.



The Emancipation Proclamation applied only to lands outside
federal control until Union armies occupied those lands.
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It weakened the Confederacy without severely angering slaveholders in the Union. Slaves were not freed in the
areas colored blue. They were border states, or territory already occupied by Union forces on January 1, 1863.
The proclamation covered the areas colored red. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.
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The Emancipation Proclamation transformed the war from a struggle to save the Union into a struggle to eliminate
slavery.



The Emancipation Proclamation also discouraged
foreign powers from aiding the South.

Many European countries that had laws banning slavery refused to take sides against a government fighting to
end slavery. This image is courtesy of nortonvillage.org.uk.
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The Thirteenth Amendment abolished slavery in every state of the Union.



Until the very end of the war, the South refused to let African A

i

mericans join the military.
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This image shows 2" Lieutenant John Wallace Comer and his body servant (slave) Burrell. This image is courtesy
of The Alabama Department of Archives and History.
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Widespread opposition to arming ex-slaves

B

for combt existed in e 6uth. '



Earlier in the war, Lincoln had opposed enlisting African Americans as soldiers. He feared that white citizens in the
border states would protest.
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20,000 African Americans served in the Union navy. Two-thirds of the African Americans who ser-v'edlhad been
slaves when they fled the South.



Only about 100 Afri'can Americans becamé officers.



Most commanders, for example, used African American soldiers as Iaborers rather than sendlng them into
combat.



Eventually African American soldiers fought in all the major

"

battles and skirmishes near the end of the war.
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This image is a detail from the print titled “The Storming of Ft. Wagner.” This lithograph was created by Kurz and
Allison in 1890. This image depicts the 54" Massachusetts Infantry Regiment attacking Fort Wagner on James

Island, South Carolina on July 18, 1863. This image is courtesy of abcnews4.com.
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Twenty-three African American men earned the military’s Medal of Honor for their bravery.



Its soldiers assaulted Fort Wagner near Charleston Harbor on July 18, 1863. Under heavy fire, the soldiers forced
their way into the fort.



The soldiers’ bravery inspired other African Americans to enlist.
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After Lee retreated at Antietam, McClellan hesitated six weeks before pursurng him.

Then he began a slow advance toward chhmond Thrs |mage shows Major General George B. McCIeIIan and
President Abraham Lincoln with Union officers near Sharpsburg, Maryland following the Battle of Antietam. This

image was taken by Alexander Gardner (1821-1882) on October 3, 1862. This image is courtesy of the Library of
Congress.
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He is most famous for his distinctive style of facial hair that became known as sideburns, derived from his last
name.

!



In late 1862 Burnside led his troops to Fredericksburg, Virginia, on the Rappahannock River.

By the time the Union troops crossed the river (from north to south or right to left in this image), Lee h amassed
73,000 soldiers to try and stop them from advancing further on the hills on the other side of the town. This image
was taken by Timothy H. O’Sullivan in March, 1863. This image is courtesy of the Library of Congress.



Battle of Fredericksburg
Overview: December 13, 1862
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Burnside then gave up trying to attack the Confederates at Fredericksburg. Admitting his failure, Burnside
resigned.






On May 4, 1863, the Confederates defeated Hooker’s forces at Chancellorsville, Virginia.

The Confederates (61,000) are shown in red and the United States (134,000) is shown in blue. General Robert E.
Lee with a portion of the Confederate army faced Hooker from the south, while Lieutenant General Thomas
“Stonewall” Jackson marched around Hooker’s right flank and attacked him from the west and the north. Other

Union and Confederate soldiers from both armies, not shown on this map, were in the area of Fredericksburg.
This image is courtesy of pbs.org.




During some night fighting, edgy Confederates accidentally shot one of their own officers— Stonewall Jackson.
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Lee told Jackson’s chaplain:
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On May 10, 1863 Jackson was dying of pneumonia. Suddenly he grew calm and said, “Let us cross over the river
and rest under the shade of the trees.” Then he died.



Encouraged by almost destroying Hooker’s army of 134,000 at Chancellorsville and wanting
to end the war as soon as possible, Lee decided to invade the North once again.

The Gettysburg Campaign,1862-1863
On June 3, 1863, Lee’s army left Fredericksburg and moved towards Pennsylvania. This image is courtesy of
Wikimedia Commons.




Meade swiftly moved his army into Pennsylvania to chase after Lee.



|

At the battle of Gettysburg, Meade’s Union army numbered approximately 93,000 men. Lee’s Confederate army
contained approximately 75,000 men.



By the end of the day, Meade s forces had been pushed south of ton They took a s-tr'o'né defensive position on
high ground.
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Battle of Gettysburg
Overview: July 2, 1863

Taneytown Road
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After a full day of battle, Union forces still held their positions.
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Led by Major General George Pickett, approximately 12,000 Confederates marched

open field and attacked the slopes of Cemetery Ridge under heavy enemy fire.
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Pickett’s Charge was over. After some cavalry actions that day, the Battle of Gettysburg was over.



Over the three days of fighting there were approximately
51,000 casualties (killed, wounded mlssmg captured).
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The Confederates suffered 28,000 casualties and the Union suffered 23,000 casualties. This image, known as the
“Harvest of Death” was photographed by Timothy O’Sullivan (1840-1882) circa July 5, 1863. This image is
courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.
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On July 51, Lee’s army began to retreat towards \7irginia. Meade’s army followed him and there were 34 more
small battles or skirmishes. However, Lee escaped across the Potomac River, and the war would go on for two

more years. Abraham Lincoln was very upset with General Meade for letting Lee “escape.”



Lee’s Confederate army was greatly weakened and he would now Iose most of the rest of the battles of the war.



The burral S|tes of the soldrers who Iost the|r lives at Gettysburg stretched for mrles
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Northerners built a cemetery at Gettysburg to honor the United States dead. Confederate dead remalned on the
battlefield for eight to ten years after the battle until Southern state government and non profit organizations dug
up the bodies and had them reburied somewhere in the South. This image was created for the December 5, 1863
edition of Frank Leslie’s lllustrated Newspaper. This image is courtesy of americaslegacylinks.com.
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Lincoln was not the main speaker at the dedication ceremony. That honor went to Edward Everett, one of the most

famous speakers of his time. Everett spoke for two hours to approximately 15,000-20,000 people describing the
battle from Cemetery Hill.
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His brief remarks are now recognized as one of the finest speeches ever made.
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He reminded his audience that their nation, with the creation of the Declaration of Independence in 1776 was
conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.” They were fighting to free
other people to see if we really believed what we wrote in 1776.



Lincoln then stated that “We here highly resolve that these (Union) dead
shall not have died in vain (for nothing) like the Confederate soldiers had.

“...and that government of the people, by the people, and for the people, shall not perish from the earth.” This
image was taken by James Gibson (?-1905) for Alexander Gardner (1821-1882) circa July 5, 1863. This image is
courtesy of the Library of Congress.
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‘he Battle of Gettysburg

The Gettysburg Campaign,1862-1863

Encouraged by almost destroying Hooker’s army of 134,000 at Chancellorsville and wanting to end the war as
soon as possible, Lee decided to invade the North once again. On June 3, 1863, his army left Fredericksburg and
moved towards Pennsylvania. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.




Just before the battle broke out, Lincoln replaced Hooker
with Pennsylvanian General George G. Meade.

This image of United States Major General
George Gordon Meade (1815-1872) was taken by Mathew Brady (1822-1896) circa 1863. This image is courtesy
of the Library of Congress.



‘he Battle of Gettysburg

The Gettysburg Campaign,1862-1863

Encouraged by almost destroying Hooker’s army of 134,000 at Chancellorsville and wanting to end the war as
soon as possible, Lee decided to invade the North once again. On June 3, 1863, his army left Fredericksburg and
moved towards Pennsylvania. This image is courtesy of Wikimedia Commons.
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The Union Army’s line ran about 3 miles along Cemetery Ridge, with Culp’s Hill and
Cemetery Hill at one end, and hills called Round Top and Little Round Top at the other.

The Union line at Gettysburg, shown in blue, is now commonly called the “fishhook line” because of its shape.
This image is courtesy of pbs.org.
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