
You might want to pick up the following items (one each per 
student) on the graph table near the map of Europe:

1. Course Outline and Policies Packet  
2. Washington, D.C. Field Trip Information/Chaperone 

Volunteer Form/Sample Schedule
3. Chaperone Responsibilities
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• Mr. Housch was born and raised in the Civil War area of Chattanooga, Tennessee.  
He graduated from the McCallie School on Missionary Ridge.

• He received his college degree in History and Political Science from Taylor University 
in Indiana.

• He received his teaching certification and his Masters in History from Shippensburg 
University.

• Mr. Housch and his wife, Martha, live in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania.  They have two 
sons, Matt and Dan.

• This is his 13th year teaching 8th grade American History, and he is the Team 5 
Captain.

• Mr. Housch is a Licensed Battlefield Guide at Gettysburg National Military Park.



In American Cultures (American History) we will attempt to introduce 
you to some of the following time periods/events/subjects:



The First Americans, the Indians/Native Americans



The First Explorers of the Americas



The British Colonies



The American Revolution



Forming a National Government



Expanding the Territory of Our Nation



Industrial Revolution



California Gold Rush



Slavery



American Civil War



You may see an online version of the Course Outline 
and Expectations on my website (mrhousch.com).



You are responsible for knowing your assignments, as they will usually be posted 
weeks ahead of time, in the classroom and on the website mrhousch.com. On 
mrhousch.com the assignments can be accessed at the area marked Upcoming 

Assignments or Dates to Remember. There is no excuse for coming to school and not 
knowing what your homework was for the previous day(s) or in the future. 



Mrhousch.com is also the source for your lessons. We will not be using a textbook. You 
may download these items to your device so that you may look at them at your leisure 

whether the internet is working at school at that moment or not.



American Classics Tests-- Each student will complete four 
“American Classics” tests this year, which will demonstrate 
knowledge of some of the basic works of American history.   



American Classics Tests-- The American Classics tests will be graded 
according to the school’s 1-4 grading system:

1- The student has not yet acquired a basic 
understanding of this material.

2- The student has acquired a basic understanding 
of this material. 

3- The student has mastered this material.

4- The student has gone above and beyond in 
mastery of this material.



September 22, 2017- Write or recite from memory 
the Preamble to the U.S. Constitution.



October 20, 2017- Write or recite from memory the 
first verse to “The Star Spangled Banner.”



December 1, 2017- Correctly identify the Fifty States 
of the United States.



January 5, 2018- Recite or write from memory the 
first two paragraphs of the Gettysburg Address.



One may take each test three times (without penalty) 
until the dates listed above.



It is strongly recommended that you do your homework assignments. The 
reading assignments will help you to be oriented during class the beginning 

of class more quickly and help you better prepare for the class tests. 

The homework assignments in the class will be mostly one of doing your reading from the lesson on 
mrhousch.com. This image is courtesy of the Whitman Hansen School District. 



Academic Class Work Besides the American Classics tests, students will be graded on 
quizzes/tests that we will have once a week, usually on a Friday.

The quizzes and tests will be on whatever we have covered during that week. They will usually consist of an 
overall quiz, a geography quiz, and an essay. This image is courtesy of walesonline.co.uk.



Your first weekly quiz will be on Friday, September 1st. 

This image is courtesy of hotdog.com.



We will have three classroom debates this year.

This image shows former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton and entrepreneur Donald Trump during the 2016 
Presidential Campaign. This image is courtesy of bbc.com.



Our debate topics will be: Immigration….

This image is courtesy of usimmigrationjourney.com



…Gun control…

This image is courtesy of forcechange.com



… and Privacy versus Security.

This image is courtesy of healthinforwars.blogspot.com



If you miss any or all of a debate, your makeup work will be: Go through local 
newspapers and census records and compile a database for the Hanover community.

It is up to you to makeup any or all work that you have missed. Be responsible. Mr. Housch is not going to chase 
you down. This image shows the Hanover, Pennsylvania town square in 1863. This image is courtesy of 
Wikimedia Commons.



Makeup Work 
Any test on which you score less than a “2” needs to be taken again until you show 

that you understand the material on which you were tested. 

It is your responsibility to make up this work. You have one week from when the test was given to makeup the 
work. This image is courtesy of hotdogs.com.



Notebooks—Students will acquire a notebook for this class with an approximate 2 
inch wide spine. If you cannot acquire  a notebook, let Mr. Housch know.



You need your own large three ring notebook for this class by Friday. 

This image is courtesy of mrhousch.com.



Notebooks—Students need to acquire headphones/earphones for this class.

Sometimes there will be short video clips to listen to as part of a lesson. This image is courtesy of 
tourtalksystem.com.



We will have a field trip to Washington, D.C. this school year.

If we leave early enough, we will get to Washington, D.C. when it is still dark and the lights are on the monuments. 
This image is courtesy of daniellery.files.wordpress.com.



Some items we hope to see include:
The Mall and its monuments…

We do not go up into the Washington Monument, but monuments on the mall that we will see 
include the Lincoln Memorial, Vietnam Memorial, Korean Memorial, and the World War II 
Memorial. This image is courtesy of visitingdc.com.



…Arlington National Cemetery…

We attempt to see the “Changing of the Guard” ceremony at the Tombs of the Unknowns at 
Arlington National Cemetery. This image is courtesy of paulridenour.com.



…The interior of the White House…

This is the north side of the White House. We enter on the southeast side, tour the main lower floors, and 
exit through the door in the middle of this photograph. This image is courtesy of whitehouse.gov.



…Smithsonian’s Air and Space Museum…

This lobby of Smithsonian’s Air and Space Museum includes Charles Lindbergh’s Spirit of St. Louis, 
Chuck Yeager’s orange Bell X-1 in which he broke the sound barrier,  and the SpaceShipOne which 
completed the first private spaceflight in 2004. This image is courtesy of businessweek.com.



…You will eat lunch at the McDonalds (multiple food 
choices) in the Air and Space Museum…

You will bring money for your lunch at the McDonalds in the Air and Space Museum. 
The menu also includes chicken, pizza, and salads. This image is courtesy of 
freewebs.com.



…and the interior of the United States Capitol.

This is the west side of the Capitol building (the side on which the President is inaugurated. We 
enter on the east side and go through the Visitor Center, take a tour of the Capitol, and if we have 
time, see the House and Senate galleries. This image is courtesy of regis.edu.



6th Period Wednesday November 1, 2017
7th Period Wednesday November 29, 2017
8th Period Wednesday November 15, 2017

We will leave at 4:30 AM the day that we go, and we hope to return before 6:00 PM. This image is courtesy of 
scholastic.com.



6th Period Wednesday February 21, 2018
7th Period Wednesday February 28, 2018

8th Period Wednesday March 7, 2018

We will leave at 4:30 AM the day that we go, and we hope to return before 6:00 PM. This image is courtesy of 
mrstrentblogspot.com.



There is a lot of strenuous walking on this trip. If you as a chaperone 
(legal guardian) can’t make a walk at a quick pace for a total of two 

miles, including hills, you should not consider going on this trip.

Our goal is to see as much as we can on the trip. If chaperones slow the group down, then we won’t see as much 
as we have planned on this schedule. This image is courtesy of nationalgeographic.com.



Parents/legal guardians if you would like be a chaperone for us (one parent/guardian 
per student), pick up a Chaperone application form and a Volunteer Form, and have it 

back to us in an envelope  by Tuesday, August 29th .

The United States Secret Service requests significant personal information for all individuals entering the White 
House. This photograph was taken by Mr. Housch on Thursday, August 16, 2012.



Chaperones will be chosen in the order that they turn in their forms. For 
instance, if we have 15 seats for chaperones/legal guardians, then the first 
15 completed applications will be accepted (one chaperone per student).

The United States Secret Service requests significant personal information for all individuals entering the White 
House. This photograph was taken by Mr. Housch on Thursday, August 16, 2012.



Your “homework” is:
A. Acquire a Notebook if you do not yet have one.

B. Acquire headphones/earphones if you do not have them.

C. Bring Back the Course Outline Signature sheet signed by 
your parent/guardian.

D. For the Washington, D.C. Field Trip bring in a signed 
chaperone form filled out by your parent/guardian



Any questions, please ask Mr. Housch.
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